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TO THE

READER.

J.N this tract is showed the many snares and tempt.

alions that attend both riches and poverty, youth

and obi age; together with the chief reasons why

most people, of all ranks and qualities, are such

great strangers and enemies to True Godliness ; the

legalist and formal hypocrite may here see what

danger they are in. Also you have an account of

the present errors and heresies of these present

times; with a detection of Baxlerian and Anlino-

mian errors. Moreover, True Godliness is describ

ed in his own primitive internal and external beauty

and glory, being vindicated from all those foul ca

lumnies and reproaches cast upon him in this

former ages ; with his sad lamentation, in res'p

of the prevailing power of vice, ungodliness, papis

try, and other enemies at home ami abroad; also

the usefulness of consideration, and of the creature's

utmost improvement of the means, in order to

union with Christ and trne conversion, is clearly

A 2



»T To the Reader.

opened; together with the cause and dismal conse

quences of apostacy.

If thou art a believer, read with delight; but if

thou art an enemy to True Godliness, read. and

tremble; for the great happiness of the one, and

the miserable condition of the other, are laid open

before your eyes.

In this treatise you may .see the little cause the

Godly have to mourn in the worst of times, or the

ungodly to rejoice in the best times, or in what

times soever they live. I hope none will be of

fended because True Godliness is here presented in

an allegory, since the Holy Scriptures abound with

them, and so fully justify ogr essay herein ; but

since it has been abroad for near twenty years, and

has found such kind acceptance amongst people of

all persuasions, I need not say any thing farther as

to that, yet now, the times bung quite changed,

to that they were when it was first published.

' And as I have received an account from many,

what good God hath done by it to their souls, by

reading the former; so that if any* receive profit by

this, I shall rejoice ; and to that end shall commit

it and thee to the blessing of JEHOVAH, in whom I

still remain, through infinite grace, to be thy soul's

friend and servant, B. KEACIJ.



THE

TRA'VELS

OF

TRUE GODLINESS.

CHAP. I.

Showing what True Godliness is ; as also his Pedi

gree, Original, and Antiquity.

JL RUE Godliness being of late, as well as in for-

mer days, become so great a stranger to most men,

and indeed not known but by a very few in the

world ; I shall in the first place, before I treat of his

travels and of the entertainment he meets with

•where he comes, give you a description of him ; and

the rather, because many persons L perceive a.re sub

ject to so great an error, as to, take Morality for him ;

also some take Counterfeit Godliness for him ; and

others,' out of ignorance (to say no worse)j rail,

and ignominiously calf and abuse him, by the name*

ef Singularity, Stubbornness, Pride, and Rebellion,

as if he were not fit to live or have a being in the

world, he being rendered a make-bate, a seditious

and common disturber of nil kingdoms, cities, towns,

and villages, wheresoever he comes and is entertain.

ed : Yea, such a factious and quarrelsome compan

ion, that he is indeed the only cavise^and stirrer up

of all those unhappy differences, divisions, troubles,

arid miseries ia the world. This being so, I con
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6 THE TRAVELS OF

elude nothing is more necessary, than to take off

that ugly mask or vizard, which his implacable ene

mies have put upon him, and clear him of all those

foul and unjust slanders, and cursed reproaches of

the sons of Belial ; that so he may appear in his ori.

ginal, primitive', and spotless inuoccncy, that none

may be afraid of him, or be unwilling to entertain

him, nor ashamed to own him, and make him their

bosom Companion.

Know ye therefore in the first place, that God

liness consists in the true and right knowledge of di

vine truths, or fundamental principles of the gospel,

•which all men ought to know and be established in

that would be saved. ' Without controversy great

is the mystery of godliness : God manifested in the

flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached

unto the gentiles, believed on in the world, and re.

ceived up to glory,' 1 Tim. iii. 16. These great

truths of the Christian religion are called Godliness.

Many men conclude it is no matter what principles

they hold and cleave to, provided they do but live a

sober and honest life, ' doing to all men as they

•would be done unto,' supposing that the whole of

religion and godliness consists in these things; but

alas ! they are greatly mistaken ; Godliness is ano

ther kind of thing than they imagine ; it is impossi

ble to receive or entertain True Godliness, whilst

jwe shut out of doors the essentials of the Christia'n

religion; and instead thereof embrace superstition,

error, and heresy, these being damning principles as

. well as damning practices, 2 •Pet. i. 2. 3.

Now, should any demand farther, to hoar more

particularly what those principles ot divine truths,
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or fundamentals of the Christian faith be, which are

the essentials of True Godliness ;

1. I answer, That there is one eternal, infinite,

most holy, most wise, just, good, and gracious God,

or Glorious Deity, subsisting in three distinct per.

sons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;

and these are one, i. e. one in essence.

2. That this God, out of his great love and good

ness, hath bestowed upon, and given to his people,

one sure, certain, and infallible rule of faith and

practice, viz. the Holy Scriptures, by which they

may know, not only that there is a God and Crea.

tor, but of the manner of the creation of the world,

junl of all things in heaven and earth, in six days:

Together of his design, end, and purpose, or reason

or cause wherefore he made all things ; and also to

show them how sin came into 'the world, and what

righteousness it is which God's holy nature requires,

to their justification or discharge from the guilt of

sin, &c. viz. by a Redeemer, his own Son, whom he

sent into the world ; and that there is no other rule

or way to know these things, so as for men to be

saved, but by revelation, or the sacred records of

the holy scriptures only.

And that the mystery of salvation lies above hu

man reason, and cannot be known by the light in

all men.

3. That our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ,

who is substituted the surety of the new covenant,

and only Mediator betwixt God ami man, is trtrly

God, of the essence of the Father, and truly man of

the substance of the blessed Virgin Mary, consisting

of these two natures in one person: And that re
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demption, peace, and reconciliation is by this Lord

Jesus Christ alone.

4. That justification and pardon of sin is alone,

by that full satisfaction the Lord Jesus Christ made

to God's justice ; and that his perfect obedience (in

doing what the law required, and in his suffering

what we for our sins deserved) is imputed as that

complete righteousness to all that believe in him ;

which righteousness is apprehended by faith alone,

through the Holy Spirit ; by which a sinner is first

apprehended by Christ, before he can apprehend

and receive him. ,

5. That all men must be renewed, regenerated,

and sanctified by the Holy Spirit, which ar«, or can

be saved.

6. That there will be a resurrection of the bodies

of all men at thelastday, both of the just and unjust.

7. That there will be an eternal judgmentf.or that "

all shall be brought to the tribunal of Jesus Christ.

in the great day, and give an account for all things

done in the body ; and that there will be a future

state of glory and eternal happiness of all true be.

lievers, and of eternal torment and misery of all un.

believers and ungodly persons, who live and die in

their sins.

Now, I say, in the true knowledge and belief of

these principles (which comprehend the substance

of all the fundamentals of true religion, or the

Christian faith) does True Godliness consist, as to

his essential part.

So that whosoever have not received, and.do not

stcdfastly believe this holy doctrine, they have not

received, but are ignorant of True Godliness, for
^t^ST.'•^• ' vV
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as much as a thing or person cannot be, where any

essential part of that thing or person is wanting. But,

Secondly, Godliness, as to his inward and more

hidden parts and power, is a holy conformity to the

sacred and divine principles, which natural men un

derstand not : True Godliness consists in the light

of supernatural truths and life of grace, God mani

festing. himself in the light of those glorious princi

ples, and working the life of supernatural grace in

the soul by the Holy Ghost : 'It consists in the sav

ing and experimental knowledge of God and Jesus

Christ, in having all the evil qualities of the soul re

moved, and heavenly habits infused in their room ;

• or in a gracious conformity, disposition, and a (lec

tion of. the heart to God, cleaving to all truths made

known to ns, finding the powerful influences of tho

gospel and spirit of Christ upon us, whereby our

souls are brought into the image and likeness of his

death •and resurrection: This is True Godliness;

it is not a bare living up to the natural principles of

morality, nor a simple knowledge of the letter of

the word, or an historical, notional, or dogmatical

knowledge of the sacred gospel, and the precepts•

thereof; but in a faithful living up to the superna

tural principles of grace and the gospel; discharg

ing our duties with as much readiness and faithful

ness towards God, as towards man, so that our con

science may be kept void of oft'ence towards both,

Acts xxiv. 16. It consists in forsaking of every sin,

and not only to leave it, but to loathe it as the

greatest evil, and to cleave to God in sincerity of

heart, valuing him above all who is the chiefestgood,

»ad from a principle of divine love, willingly sub-
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jecting to all his laws and appointments. Godli- '

ness makes a man say with the Psalmist, ' Whom

have I in heaven but thee,' &c. Non amat Chris

tum, qui amat altquicl plus guam Christum, says

Austin, He loves not Christ at all, that loves him

not above all : He that entertains True Godliness,

is as much for the work of religion, as for the wages

of religion. Some there be who serve God, that

they may serve themselves upon God : But a true

Christian desires grace ; not only that God would

glorify him in heaven, but that he may glorify God

on earth : He cries, ' Lord, rather let me have a

good heart than a great estate ;' though he loves

many things besides God. yet he loves nothing above

God. This man fears sin more than suffering, and

•therefore he will suffer rather than sin : He it like a

palm-true, he always flourishes best when he is pres

sed down roost. This may serve, in the second

place, to discover what the inward life and power

of True Godliness is.

Thirdly, That you may have a complete and per

fect knowledge of him, it may not be amiss if 1 de.

scribe or give you the character of his form and ex

ternal parts, together with the very fashion he con

tinually wears or goes in.

First, Then know ye, that the form or external

parts of True Godliness ore very comely and beauti

ful ; aiul no marvel it is so, seeing he was formed

and fashioned by the wisdom of the only wise Gotl

our Saviour, the works of whose hands being all-

glorious : But this, riz. the formation of Godliness,

being one of the chiefest, highest, and most admira

ble contrivances of his eternal wisdom, must of ue-

"
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cessity excel in glory, sweet odour, and aroiableness;

his form and external beauty therefore is such, lh.it

lie needs DO human artifice to paint or adorn him,

or any ways to illustrate or set off his beauty and

sweet comeliness of his countenance: For there is

nothing defective as to his evangelical and. apostoli

cal form, as he came out of his great Creator's hands;

and as there is nothing from head to foot that is su

perfluous, more than needs or might be spared, so

e?ery line and lineament, veins, nerves, and sinews,

of him are in such an exact and admirable order pla

ced, that to his beauty there can be no addition :

Every one therefore that goes about to take from,

add to, or alter any thing touching the form of True

Godliness, marrs instead of making, and defiles in.

stead of beautifying : Besides, God hath strictly

forbid any thing of this nature to be done; no man

is to set up his post by the Lord's post, ' Add thou

not unto his word, lest he reprove thee, and thou

be found a liar,' Prov. xxx. 6. viz. By fathering that

upen God which is none of his. Do not the papists

call those superstitious and vain ceremonies used i»

their church by the name of God's worship ? And

•what is this less than the putting a lie upon him ;

besides, it reflects upon the wisdom of God to at

tempt to change or alter any thing of the form of

Godliness, as if he did not know best how, and in

•what way, or after what manner he himself would

be worshipped ; but must be beholden to man for

his help, wisdom, and rare contrivance, touching

many things that are by the papists called decent

and necessary ; also doth it not reflect upon the

care and faithfulness of God, insomuch, that he

'•/ '
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should not himself take care to lay down in his bles

sed word, many things which are very necessary to

be added to the form of Godliness, which man's care

and wisdom is fain to supply ? »

Therefore from hence all may perceive, that True

Godliness never alters his physiognomy, nor changes

his countenance: he is the very same, and not al

tered in the least from what he was in the primitive

times; nay, and there is indeed nothing in the

world he hates more than those pompous garbs.

Superstitious vestments, and other fooleries that are

used in the popish church, as crossings, chrisoms,

salt, spittle, oil, and holy water, with divers other

ridiculous ceremonies, which are so numerous, they

are too tedious here to reckon up, therefore take

heed you do not take the counterfeit form of God.

liness for the true form ; for as there is a counter-

feit Godliness, so thereis a counterfeit form ofGod-

liness, which the counterfeit or false Godliness al.

ways wears : It is also needful to note one thing

more, lest you are deceived, viz. You must be sure

to receive the power of Godliness' with his form ;

for his form, without his inward life and power,

will do you no good ; it is but as the body without

the soul, or the shell without the kernel, or the ca

binet without thejewel ; neither ought any to slight

his form, for you may remember what the apostle'

speaks of' the form of doctrine,' Rom. vi. 17. and

of the form of sound words,' 2 Tim. i. 13. For

as the true faith must be held fast, so must the pro

fession of it also. You may, it is true, meet with a

shell without the kernel, but it is rare to meet with

a. kernel without the shell.
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Hating thus briefly given you the description,

both of the inward and outside power and form of

True Godliness ; we shall proceed to treat of his pe.

digrcc, and show you whose offspring he is, that yon,

by his name, may easily read from whence he tl<>-

scends, and learn what a noble patronage he is of:

He is indeed high, born, the great and glorious off.

spring of the Lord JEHOVAH, the Almighty Prince

of heaven and earth, the Ring of Kings, and Lord

of Lords, the universal Monarch of the world, whose

kingdom ruleth over all ; and as this is his noble ex-

tract and renowned descent, so likewise he is always

in high esteem and favor with his glorious Prince;

for there is none, no not one in heaven or earth, that

he loves and takes more delight in, than in True

Godliness; nor is there any indeed more like him,

or does more lively represent him in all the earth ;

for he bears his express, sweet, and heavenly image;

yea, such a venerable respect and gracious esteem

hath he of him, that those who love him, he loves ;

those who hate him, he hates; those who receive

him, he receives; and those who reject him, he re

jects ; where he comes to dwell, there God, Christ,

and the Holy Ghost dwell.

Godliness is of great antiquity ; nay, according.

to the description we gave you of him : In the first

place, we may well say he is without beginning of

days, for Truth (for sometimes he bears that name)

dwelt in God from everlasting, though in lime mani

fest. or made known to men, and that in divers ways

and manners, according as God in •wisdom saw good.

But as we speak of his antiquity, in respect of his

high dwelling hero below, the first that knew him
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•was Adam, who, whilst he stood in the state of in-

nocency, enjoyed some part of his sweet company,

but by the malice of a great and potent enemy he

•was abused, arid his image so defaced and marred,

that he forsook his habitation, which was the ruin

tnd Otter updoing of our first parents and their who's

posterity : And had not the father of True Godli

ness, the King of heaven and earth, found out,

through his infinite wisdom, a way to recover man

from his lost estate, Godliness had made his abode

no longer in this world ; for by means of corruption

of nature, there was begotten and brought forth a

cursed monster of ugly shape, whose name was Vice,

alias Lust, who found so much favour with Adam's

children, that Godliness was utterly discountenan

ced ; and though he was the offspring of heaven, as

you heard before, and the only delight of JEHOVAH ;

and unto man the greatest friend and chiefest bene

factor in all the world, striving to enrich him, cheer

his heart, and to make him truly noble and renown

ed on earth, and bring him back to his former pri

mitive glory, and thereby at last make him eternally

happy in heaven, yet he was neglected and lament

ably slighted, that there was but only one of Adam's

offspring cared for him at that time, and he too, for

entertaining of him, with that jusl and good respect

he deserved, was, by his brother, whose name was

Cain, basely murdered ; so that Godliness, by this,

perceived very early what kind of usage and enter

tainment amongst the children of men he was like to

meet withal : And truly never was there any one so

nr.bly descended, and of such an excellent, peace

able, and sweet a nature and behaviour, generally
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co dealt with as Godliness hath been, from the be.

ginning to this very clay, except the Prince of God.

liness himself: Yet he found some friends after

Abel was slain, who entertained him kindly; and

though they were reproached, hated, and persecu

ted for showing favor to him, yet they never lost any

thing by him, but contrariwise, were infinite gain-

ers ; for he never came empty-handed to any man's

, house, but always brought plenty of good things

' along with him. yea such things, the worth and va

lue whereof no mortal is able to compute, as I'll

show. hereafter, God assisting. Nay, so great a

friend he was to the next man, which 1 find emi

nently embraced hiirr, that he saved him from the

grave ; he sent him to heaven without calling at the

gateof death : His name, as I rememfcer, was Enoch.

And it is not to be thought what sweet and heaven-

ly communion, true joy, and felicity, this good man

had with Godliness, for the space of three hundred

years, for so long they abode together on earth, and

now dwell together with the Father of True Godli-

nessj and his only begotten Son, in heaven. Some

time after this great prince, for so they arc all made

who entertain True Godliness, was carried to heaven,

a sad disaster befel the world, I mean the enemies

of Godliness ; for so it was, that cursed monster

and offspring of hell, viz. Vice, finding such great fa.

vour with the men of that generation, they delighting

in nothing more^ihan in sin and wickedness, hating

God and his true and lovely offspring Godliness, it

• provoked him to take vengeance upon them, and

utterly to destroy them from off the earth ; and thi*

was done by a fearful and amazing flood of water :

B 1
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•• Now, this heavy judgment was brought, I say, up.

on the men of that generation, for their slighting,

neglecting, and basely contemning of Godliness.

And sad it was, to consider how generally men were

at that time out of love with him, for there was not

one in ten thousand but hated him, and loved vice

and ungodliness far better than he ; nay, to tell you

plainly, there was but one man in all the world, who

was an eminent lover of this noble and high-born

prince, Godliness, whose name was Noah ; though

'tis not to be doubted but his wife and eons, espe.

cially two of them, were in some measure favourites

of him likewise : But mark how at that time it fared

with this holy man and his family, who were friends

to Godliness, never a one of them were destroyed by

that flood. We may well say, ' Godliness is profit.

able unto all things,' and blessed are all they who

love and kindly entertain him ; for had it not been

for Godliness, Noah had doubtless perished as well

as others.

But to proceed in this brief history of the antiqui.

ty of Godliness, it would not be amiss, if we speak

' a little of the next renowned man after Noah, who

entertained him, and how he was blessed in so doing ;

his name at first was Abram, but afterwards Abra

ham : this man lived for some time amongst a blind,

heathenish, and .idolatrous people, and was ignorant

of True Godliness; but when he became acquaint-

ed with him, few men ever loved him better ; for he

made him his bosom companion, and chiefest delight

(and so indeed must efery one that entertains him)

and hereby he became great, and his glory and re.

nown was spread abroad : nay, he was by this
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means so honoured, that he was called the friend of

God, and the father of all true lo,vers of Godliness :

And besides the outward blessings this faithful roan

reaped as the fruit or donation of Godliness, which

were many, for he had much cattle, men-servants,

camels, and asses, so that he became very groat ;

he was blessed also with all spiritual blessings,

viz. he had sweet fellowship and communion

with God, abounding in faith, love, and joy in tho

Holy Ghost. The covenant of grace was also re

newed to him, with a gracious promise, that in his

' seed all the nations of the earth should be blessed ;'

for he having received Godliness as his choicest com

panion and chiefest delight, Godliness brought along

w th him the promises of this life, and that which is a

thousand times better, viz. the life which is to come.

But now, near where this faithful man dwelt, there

•was a city, nay, more than one, whose inhabitants

•were utter enemies to Godliness, and lovers of that

ugly and base-born monster, and spawn of the devil,

Vice, abounding in all manner of horrible wicked-

ness, who for this very reason were destroyed with

their cities, by fire and brimstone from heaven ; yet

nevertheless, before they were consumed, so great

a lover is JEHOTAU of Godliness, that he told Abra

ham, if there were but ten righteous persons in that

city, viz. such who had entertained Godliness, and

were true lovers of him, he would spare the city for

' their sakes; but it appeared there was but one man.

especially who showed him countenance, and was in

love with him. And yet, before the city was burn

ed, the angel bid him haste and begone ; for Godli.

ness was such a sure defence to hitn, the angel could

B 3
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•do nothing till he was gone forth : Sodom could not

f take fire whilst righteous Lot was in it.

I might proceed further, and show you who they

•were that entertained Godliness in the succeeding

ages, for the space of more than two thousand years,

and what great blessings he brought unto them, and

what they suffered for his sake ; but I can give but

a brief hint or two upon this account : it is known

to all what Joseph sufiered for him by his envious

brethren, and how Godliness advanced him for his

integrity to him at last. Moreover the children of

Israel, after Joseph was dead, were, through that

love they bore to him, grievously oppressed by the

mighty king of Egypt ; but it proved his own utter

ruin in the end. David, for the love he bare to him,

was for many years together greatly persecuted, but

afterwards Godliness raised him to great honour,

and made him very rich, and set.a crown upon his

head. All along I might shew you in ancient days

he was very much hated and persecuted ; nay, and

some of his true friends and favourites were, for his

sake, cast into a fiery furnace, and another into a

lion's den, yet they never lost any thing by him,

nor did they ever repent the entertainment they gave

him. If we should come lower into the times of the

gospel, it is well known what usage he met with in

our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and his blessed

apostles; afterwards also by the heathen emperors,

he was most abominably hated and persecuted ; and

all those who entertained him were put to all'man.

ncr ofcruel deaths and torments imaginable. Lastly^

We might also show what hard usage he met with by

Counterfeit Godliness, I mean Papistry, for near
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hundred yr;irs, and how many of his dear

children and servants have, for the fame of him, been

burnt to death, and otherwise tormented in most na.

tions of Europe ; but let what hath been said suf.

fice, touching the antiquity, grey hairs, and usage

of True Godliness in former days.

CHAP. II.

Shaming icho the chief enemies of Godliness are,

•tTAVING given you a brief account of the pedi.

gree, original, and antiquity of True Godli

ness, wherein occasionally hath been hinted some of

those great abuses he met withal in ancient times, I

judge it may not be amiss (before 1 come to treat

of his travels, and entertainments in these latter days,

and how it fares with him in this present juncture)

to give a description of some of his chiefest adversa

ries, to the end the true lovers of Godliness may be

aware of them, and those who have a mind to be ac

quainted with him, and are hindered from receiving

him into their houses, may know the cause and rea

son of it. Now,

. 1. One of the chiefest enemies of this great prim,e

and favourite of heaven, is the devil; nor is there

any one that hates him more.

2. Sin, alias Vice, alias Lust:

3. The Flesh.

4. The World.

But because this general and common description

is not sufficient to discover the great danger men

and women are in, by certain other secret and do

mestic enemies', who are the cursed emissaries and
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servants of those grand adversaries of True Godli

ness, some of which many are ready to enlertain as

friends, not suspecting the fatal danger they are in

thereby : I shall, upon this, therefore give you an

account of a few of them, and tell you their names.

The first I shall begin with is Unbelief, a very dan.

gerous fellow. 2. Pride. 3. Vain-glory. 4. For

mality. 5. Hypocrisy. 6. Oppression. 7. Her.

esy. 8. Superstition. 9. Idolatry, alias Papistry.

10. Prosperity. 11. Persecution. 12. Ignorance.

13. Blind Zeal. 14. Vain Hope. 15. Sloth, alias

Idleness. 16. Covetousness. 17. Old Custom.

18. Evil Example. 19. Self-Righteousness. 90.

Presumption. 21. Despair. 22. Slavish Fear: 23.

A Sensual Pleasure. And 24. Apostacy—with ma.

ny others of like quality, too tedious here to reckon

up : but by mentioning the names of these, you may

easily discern who and what the others are, who,

with their attendants, are all implacable enemies to

True Godliness, and as much as lies in them, endea

vour to hinder his being entertained wheresoever1 he

comes, as you will find in the ensuing history of his

travels. Now, the reason why True Godliness hath

so many enemies, I had thought to have shewed iu

this place ; but because I will not hinder you from

the main scope and design of this treatise, I shall re-

servo them for a more convenient place.
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. CHAP. III.

Shotting hoic Godliness, having received a commis

sion to travel, and visit the children of men, comes

to a certain 1\>zen on the confines of Babylon,

where one Riches dwelt, amt;of his usage and

evil treatment there.

'TMIE great and mighty JEHOVAH, the God and

Father of True Grace and Godliness, out of

his great mercy and infinite goodness to mankind,

graciously was pleased to send them a Saviour, yea,

a great and mighty Saviour, or one able to save to

the uttermost all that come to God by him, Hob.

vii. 25. ; and to the end that they might have the

knowledge of this blessed Saviour, he hath sent the

gospel amongst them ; but in his eternal wisdom hath

so decreed and ordained it, that no man should have

any saving benefit by this glorious Saviour, but he

who doth receive, entertain, and kindly embrace

True Godliness whensoever he is sent to visit them ;

and to the end, therefore, that they might not miss

of so great a blessing which Godliness brings along

with him, I may safely adventure to say, according

to my present method, and to pursue my allegorical

discourse, Godliness hath received commission from

the King of heaven and earth to travel, to see who

would embrace and entertain him. Moreover, it

appears his commission was very large ; he was not

limited to the small confines of Juduh, nor to travel

only in the land of Canaan, but to go into all the

world, or to travel into all nations, countries, and

kingdoms of the earth, Matt, xxviii. 19. 20. Mark

xvi. 15.; and to visit the rich and poor, the old and



22 THE TRAVELS OP

young, as well the king on the throne, as the beg

gar on the dunghill: even all, bond and free, male

and female. Nor was he• sent to travel alone, but

had a very rich and gloiious retinue always wifh him;

neither did he come to any man's house empty hand.

ell. but brought along with him most rich and glori

ous presents of the choicest things of hearen, the

•worth of which is infinite, or beyond computation.

But since I perceive he is come to a certain town,

•where one Riches dwells, and is now at his door, let

us see what entertainment he meets with at this places

Now Godliness knocked very hard and often, be.

fore any within would give an answer, Riches being

full of business ; for either he was telling of his mo.

ney, or casting up his accounts, to see what his

neighbours owed him, or else consulting new pro

jects to increase his store ; for I perceive he is a

person never satisfied : Besides, the times being very

perilous, his mind was filled with perplcxingand vex.

atious thoughts, how to save and keep what he had

already gotten ; so that he had no leisure nor time to

listen to the continual knocking of True Godliness

at his door, insomuch, that Godliness was forced to

stay there a long time : And that which grieved this

high'born prince most of all, was this, viz. He per.

ceivcd, that no stooner than some other guests came

to his door, who were persons much inferior as to

birth and quality to him, and indeed not worthy of

the least regard, and not having business of that great

weight and moment with him as Godliness had, yet

he opened his door immediately to them ; but before

this renowned hero and darling of heaven could get

in, Riches had so many base andill-bred servants in.
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his house, that they clapped to the door, so that l<"

could not get so much as one foot in. Now, tho

guests he so readily opened the door unto, were, as

I take them, these following, viz. ' The Lust of the

Flesh, the Lust of the Eyes, ami the Pride of Life,'

John ii. 16. These he took much delight in, and

kept company with continually ; sometimes they

had him to the tavern, sometimes to the play-house,

and sometimes to recreate him at bowls, cards, and

dice, with divers other sensual sports and pleasures ;

but at last it so fell out, that he was taken very sick,

and Godliness still waiting at his door ; it happened

at this time one was in his house, who forced him to

listen to this earnest and continual knocking,—his

name was Fearful : He is one that riches doth not at

all love, but when sickness comes, he is grievously

troubled with him; and he made him at this season to

cry out, ' Who is there? who is at my door ?' •

Gudli. I am here, and have a long lime waited at

your door.

Rick. What is your name ?

•Godli. My name is True Godliness, one that you

have little reason to slight, neglect, and contemn as

you have done ; for there is none you stand in more

need of, nor can do you that good as I can, and will

do you, ifyou please to open your door, and let me in.

Rich. Sir, 1 am troubled I have not minded you

oil this while, for I have a great reverence and re-

supct for Godliness : God forbid I should keep you

out any longer.

Up*n this the whole house was in an uproar ; for

he had, ns I told you before, divers Ipose, ill-bred,

•r rather hcll.bred servants, all bitter enemies to
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True Godliness ; their names were, Presumption,
Pride, Unbelief, Ignorance, Malice, Vain-Hope•,

Covetousness, &c. These, and several other base

companions of like quality, whom he had brought

up, and a long time cherished in his house, seemed

mightily concerned that the least heed or attention

should be given to True Godliness. They also in

quired who was the cause of it : At last they under-

stood it was Mr. Fearful, then they presently joined

together to fall upon •Fearful, and turn him out of

the house. Presumption struck the first blow, and

spoke also to this purpose :

Presump. Are not you a base fellow, thus to dis

turb my master, as to cause him in the least to doubt

of the strength of his strong and impregnable forti

fication, wherein he hath placed his long confidence,

and now to force him to incline to open unto True

Godliness, who is our utter enemy? Is he not an.

honest man? what can you charge him with ? what

cause or ground is there for this disturbance ? hath

he not done much good in the parish where he lives,

and given many a piece of bread at his door ? I war.

rant you it will go well with him. Fearful, what

do yo say ?

Fearf. Truly Sir, I seeing him very sick, thought

he might die in his sins.

Presump. Thou fool, and if he should, did not

Jesus Christ die for sinners ? God is merciful, and

will forgive men their sins at any time, even at the

very last hour, if they do but call upon him. Be-

sides, Fearful, are you mad to give way, much more

to force him to incline to open to True Godliness ;

for if once he is let into the house, you will be inu
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mediately turned out, and hardly, if eyer, have one

meal's meat more, nor the least countenance.

Fearf. Truly, Presumption, the fault was not

principally mine, I was partly forced to do what I did.

Presump. Forced by whom ? who forced you?

Fearf. It was the steward of the house, who keeps

the records, or an account of all that is done, whose

name is Conscience ; he finding much guilt lying up

on him through his cruelty, hard-heartedness, and

debauched life, stirred me up to do what I have done :

Nay, Conscience told him he had been such a vile and

graceless wretch, that if he died, he would go imme

diately to hell ; therefore you cannot blame me for

disquieting of him.

Pride. Hearken to me a little : Is it not, my mas-

ters, below such a brave and heroic spirit that al-

ways attends riches, to be troubled about Sin, or give

way to abawling Conscience, and this ill-bred fellow

Fearful ? I hate the thoughts of it ; this is the way

to bring him to reproach and shame amongst his neigh-

hours, and to makegreat men laugh at, and contemn

him, who have been his companions. My great

prince Lucifer sent me into his service, and I will

not betray my trust, ever to give way, that this un.

welcome and hateful traveller, True Godliness,

should be let in, who would beguile my prince of his

right.

Unbdi. Alas, Sirs, there is no danger : I agree

with my friend and dearest brother Presumption,

that his condition is good enough, let Conscience say

what he will ; for if there be a hell, for I much ques

tion it, yet he wty go, should he die, I will assura

yea, to heaven. •

c
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•&

Ignor. What a stir is here ! If our •toaster was

poor, and had not so many bags of gold and silver,

there might be some ground for this base fellow

Fearful to disquiet him. I can give as good counsel

as any of you : money answers all things, he ma.y .

make him friends with the mammon of unrighteous*}

ness ; let him give a little more than usual to jth»

poor, and that will merit God's favour. Who wplTlq

not part with a little money to get peace of con

science, and purchase a place in heaven : Charity is

more than all your new notions of religion, 1 Cor.

xiii. Though I know but little, I am not such an

ignoramus as some think.

Vain-Hope. I am of the mind with my brother

Unbelief; and it was I also, you know, who have

kept Up his spirits all along, and did what I could to

stop Steward Conscience's mouth from giving way

to Mr. Fearful, to open the door ; let him therefore

but put his trust in me, and I warrant you he will

fear nothing.

Presump. Come, cease this noise, all is well e-

nough yet, Godliness is not let in, and our master is

much better than he was ; and though Conscience

incline to embrace this our enemy, yet you will .find

he will not be regarded ere a little while : Pray let

us all agree at present to stir up Riches' eldest son,
v whose name is Honour, the father's darling, and the

hopes of all the family, to see what he can do, in or

der to keep our enemy Godliness out. Now our

friend Pride is the fittest to be employed in this work,

for he is much in favour with our master's eldest son,

and his own child too. After a short time, thus it

fell out : Riches being recovered, he consulted with
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Worldly Honour, a great enemy to True Godliness,

which was one reason •why the Father and true 1m.

age of Godliness said a great while ago, ' How can

ye believe, that receive honour one of another,

.and seek not the honour that coracth from God a-

lone,' John T. 44. Now Pride, Ambition, and Ho-

nour, being all three the natural offspring of Riches,

got so much into his affections, that Godliness was

kept out (making good that word, 'The wicked,

through the pride of his countenance, will not seek

after God : God is not in all his thoughts,') and Con.

science being at this time almost stifled, Fearful was

forced to fly and hide himself in some hole till ano

ther season : But Godliness remained at his door for

a long time, even till he waxed old, and Conscience

having recovered a little strength, by reason of his

going now and then to hear a sermon, stirred up Mr.

Fearful again to open the door, and had almost pre

vailed, had not a cursed servant of Riches, who, I

take, was his purse-keeper, bestirred himself, whose

name was Covetousness, an implacable enemy to

True Godliness, who, when ke perceived Godliness

was like to meet with some seeming entertainment,

spake to Riches after this sort :

Covet. Sir, will you be so foolish now in your old

age, as to open your door to this stranger and fac

tious person, Godliness? It will be to your great

loss and injury if you do, I will assure you : And

besides, I who have been a true drudge to you all

along, and by the means of whom you have got most

of your estate, shall at the very instant you receive

him into your house be turned out ; nay, and not

only so, but also be brought under a severe sentence,

c2
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alnd be condemned to die for idolatry, and then your

money will fly ; for you will find him a chargeable

gentleman, for he teaches a doctrine that I am sure

you hate, and I cannot blame you, for it is very de

structive to your interest.

Riches. What doctrine is that, pr'ythee inform

me, for I have a very good esteem for thce ; and in

truth, for a long time have been sensible of the gain-

ful service thou hast done me : For when I kept my

old servant Prodigality to be my purse.keeper, I

could never thrive ; but since I met with thee, I

have increased my substance exceedingly. .

'Covet. Why, Sir, then I will tell you, he teaches

Riches to sell all that he hath, and gi ve it to the poor,

and to follow a new Master who had not one foot of

land in all the world, nor a house to dwell in; no, nor

one penny of money in his pocket, whose disciples

were generally poor, illiterate, contemptible people,

&c. Sir, in a word, if you open to this Godliness,

you will be undone; for though you are not put

upon the selling all you have presently, yet you will

be forced by him to give to the poor saints, as they

call them, not a little, but according to what your

estate and necessity is ; nay, you will not know

when you have done, for he will find out for you

everyday new objects. of charity ; he will tell you

there are so many poor parish children to be put out,

and so much you must give with them, and so many

aged widows, who must be relieved ; and who should

do it, he will say, but Riches; nay, it is a thousand

to one if he doth not put you to build an hospital

for them : Besides, when you have done this, he will

not let you rest, but will tell you, whensoever Christ
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in his members is sick, you must visit them ; and

when hungry, feed them ; when naked, clothe them ;

and when in prison, you must relieve them ; take

notice that he will send yon to this prison and to

that prison, to see if Christ be not there, I mean

some of his poor children who lie there for his sake ;

if there be any, though they may not in all points

of religion agree with you, yet he will tell yon, you

must not let them want whilst you have enough to

supply their necessity ; and if you do, he will tell

yon, ' Go ye cursed' will be your portion at last.

Besides all this, you do not think what a deal of mo.

ney he will tell you it is your duty to give to pastors

and ministers of the gospel, who are his great instru

ments and promoters in the world : Nay, Sir, he

positively affirms, you ought not only to give to

them just so much as will supply their neces

sities, but that it is your duty to give, and their

right, jure divino, to have a plentiful allowance, so

that they may be freed from all the perplexing cares

of this life ; and not only so, but also may put them

into a capacity to provide for their wives and chil

dren, that they may not be exposed to want and ne

cessities after they themselves are dead, and to

have so much out of your estate, as to be able to

give to others also, that so they may be example! of

charity ; and indeed I cannot deny but that the

scriptures do say they ought to be men given to hos

pitality, Tit. i. 8. ; and many of them are poor, and

therefore how they should do this, Godliness says it

•is impossible, unless they are capacitated so to do

by Riches. Moreover, I will tell you more, now I

am about it, this Godliness is so unhappy, and H

c3
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truth hath always been, that he hath many great and

potent enemies, so that they who receive and enter-

tain him, have been exposed to great troubles and

persecutions in the world. *

Rich. I must confess thou hast said enough to

make me for ever out of love with True Godliness,

I cannot bear the thoughts of entertaining such a

guest as this in my house ; but what should 1 do with

my bawling steward Conscience, for he every now

and then tells me I must give way to him, and stirs

up Mr. Fearful, my lodger, (one that I hate, but

cannot get rid of, let me do what I can) to terrify

me with the thoughts of hell and damnation ; for

' without holiness,' I must confess I have read, ' no

man shall see the Lord.' And it is said too, ' Who

ever will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer per

secution.'

Covet. Why truly, Sir, I see no remedy, but you

must resolve to stifle him; for I perceive he is the

chief cause of all the disturbance and trouble that is

in your house, and not only so, but in part, of all

the confusions and divisions which are this day in the

world ; but which way this shall be done, I must

refer you to that worthy gentleman and understand-

ing servant of yours Dr. Self-love; for in this case

I an) not fit to give counsel, being not brought up in

learning ; but he and Sir Worldly Wjsdom being

both able divines, will be sure to find out a ready way

to do it, so that you shall not be troubled with him

any more ; *nd this I will assure you, if I can be

anywise helpful to them in the business, I will be at

your command, so long as you please to entertain

me. Dr. Self-love and Sir Worldly Wisdom being



TRUE GODLINESS. 31

it hand, Riches called for them, to whom he address

ed himself after this manner :

Rich. Gentlemen, yon have both good learning

and experience in the laws, both divine and human,

I pray be pleased to give me a little of your coun.

eel, my case is this : There is one who calls himself

True Godliness at my door, and presses hard for en.

tertainment, but by means of a description I have

lately had of his manners and attendance, I perceive

it will be dangerous at this time for me to receive

him, or show him the least kindness. But I have a

troublesome steward in the house, whom I cannot

be rid of, who here of late too much adheres to him,

and is ready too often to give way to open the door,

so that by his means, and one Mr. Fearful, a timor

ous fellow, whom he stirs up, I have of late had but

very little quiet: Now, what will you advise me to

do in this sad condition ?

Dr. Self-love, You must not give way to him,

for I know him well enough, his name is Con

science. Sir, if you follow his dictates, anil em

brace this Godliness, you will be undone, and

your wife and children will soon be brought to

a piece of bread, notwithstanding your great es

tate : But alas! he is grown old, and is in his

dotage, and for want of good eye-sight errs ex

ceedingly ; nay, is so errorteous, that you do well

to advise with us ; come, doubt not but we shall in.

form hini better. Sir, your great fault hath been

this, I perceive it clearly, you have read too much

of late : Why should you concern yourself with the

Bible ? I think it had been well if it had never been

translated into our mother tongue ; this hath given.
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him opportunity to' disturb your mind ; come, girc

over this in the first place : The cause, you know,

of a distemper, must be first removed, or no effec

tual cure can be expected ; it is enough for you to

mind your secular affairs, things of religion belong

to religious men ; and when Conscience for any sin

gripes you, divert yourself amongst the brave heroes

you used to keep company with, get to the tavern,

or to some play-house ; _but be sure at no time you

read any book besides your books of accounts and

romances, or suchlike: And for religion, let me

tell you, that natural religion is sufficient, and that

•what this traveller saith, is but.mysterious nonsense,

enough to make men mad. I do not say you should

not be religious at all, no, God forbid I should give

you such counsel ; but there is no need to entertain

strict Godliness, because you may be saved without

it, else, Lord, what will become of the greatest part

of the world ! Go to church and hear prayers, but

be sure to forbear to go to such churches where any

bawling preacher endeavours to reach your con.

science. Can any man persuade me his soul cannot

be saved, unless he ' sell all he hath, and give it to

the poor,' and so become a fool, that he may be wise ?

Who can believe that' another's righteousness can

make me righteous before God ?

Sir Worldly Wisdom. Mr. Riches, the counsel

•which my brother hath given is very good ; be>sure

you are never led by the dictates of your steward

Conscience, to expose yourself to any loss or re.

proich for religion ; you hear you may be, nay,

ought to be rel'pious ; and what is religion, but *o

liva an honest and sober life, to f«ar G»il, honour
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the king, say our prayers, and pay our debts : But

I have just now thought of a way that will do, you

having a great estate, pray get another servant into

your house, keep a chaplain in your family ; thin

done, you will find all will be well, and you will

bear no more complaints from within nor without,

„ for you will be taken by all your servants, and

ft others too, for a godly man : Neither believe nor

regard what such bablers say, .who talk of such

things that lie. above all human reason, as Mr. Self'

love noted. Can three bo one, or one be three ?

Or a woman bear a son that never knew a man ? Or

can a man be that God who made the world ? .Or

can his righteousness be yours ? No, no, your own

good deeds must justify you ; this Godliness is but

foolishness; regard him not.

Riches having thanked them for their good coun

sel, with a great d«al of joy, retires himself, being

very well satislied with the advice Dr. Self-love and

Sir Worldly Wisdom had given him. And indeed

this is the misery of most rich men, viz. if they lie

under any convictions of sin, from that little light

conscience hath at any time got, then presently, be.

ing stirred up thereto by Covetousness, they consult

•with Flesh and Blood, and then Dr. Self-love and

. Sir Worldly Wisdom are their great counsellors.

But to proceed, .Riches got now a chaplain, and

instead of opening to True Godliness, he opens

to Counterfeit Godliness, which was occasioned

through Ignorance, and those other foolish counsel

lors he hearkened to. Now this man, as it appears,

proved a sad fellow, for though he' was a scholar, be

ing brought up in some university, yet he never
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eared to read the Bible, but as some say, would now

and then curse it, love to read romances and song

books. But poor Conscience being stifled, in a lit

tle time he gave content to the whole family, in that

he could mumble over a few prayers out of a book :

And that in the second place, he could bow], drink

healths, be drunk, and cry damn him with any of

them ; and there was indeed never a one in all the

family that hated True Godliness more than he ; for

he made songs of him, and scoffed, jeered, and de.

rided him continually, calling him a mysterious and

nonsensical fellow, talking of things against all hu.

man reason, and above all belief of three, that are

but one : And he made himself and others merry

with his mean, low, and distressed condition ; and

also stirred up all the neighbourhood to find fault,

ami quarrel with all those who were friends and true

lovers of him.

Godliness now perceived he was like to have but

rool entertainment at this house, having waited at

Riches' gate till his patience was almost worn out,

began to think of a removal, and to travel to some

other place ; but before he took his final farewell,

he was resolved to speak his mind freely to him,

thereby to leave him without any kind of excuse

whatsoever, and therefore addressed himself to him

after this manner, being at door ready to depart.

Godli. Well, Riches, I see now very plainly you

did but flatter me, when you began to hearken to

your poor steward Conscience, in order to the let

ting me into your house; for evident it i.•, you are

grown far worse than before, and have blinded his

eyes, by entertaining another, who calls himself by
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my name instead of me ; but before I do depart, I

will show you the great danger you are in, and the

cause of rt. The truth is, you have gut such a crew

of loose, base, and deceitful servants, that they will

utterly undo you, and bring upon you the eternal

ruin of your poor soul, which I designed, by my

coming to you, to save and make happy for ever ;

for indeed, whether you believe it or no, there was

never any who entertained these graceless villains

and enemies of God, but were for ever ruined by

them at last ; nay, not only eternally hereafter in

the world to come, but many times externally here
in this world ; therefore 1 advise you •to do what

•you can to get rid of them, and 1 will help you to

far better servants in their stead. For first of all,

can you think it will be safe for you to keep Pre

sumption still in your house, since there is scarce a

more deceitful and bloody wretch in the world ?

How many thousands of poor souls hath he impru

dently destroyed, by causing them to presume on

the mercy of God, and the dealh of Christ, and yet

lire in sin, pride, and covetousness, and in a vile

manner, hating and contemning me, that is to say,

True Godliness ? Doth not God saji, ' It is hard for

a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven,'

and yet you are persuaded by him to think it is an

easy thing. And doth not the scripture say, ' Ex

cept your righteousness do exceed the righteousness

of the Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise en

ter into (he kingdom of God,' Mat. v.•20. ; and yet

he tells you, that by doing a few good deeds, or by

giving a little of your great abundance to the poor,

your state is good enough ; whereas many of the
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Pharisees did, as to acts of charity, exceedingly out

do you ; nay, doth not St, Paul say, ' Though he

gave all his goods to feed the poor, and his body to

be burned, yet without charity' (that is to say, true

lore to God and Godliness), ' he was nothing,' 1

Cor. xiii. 3. ; and yet you, though you slight and

contemn God and Godliness, are taught to presume

on God's mercy, who hath notwithstanding positive

ly said concerning you, and such as you are, ' He

that made them, •will not save them ; and he that

formed them, will show them no favour,' Isa. xxvii.

11.

As touching what Self. love saith, it is abomina

ble : Do you not find the Lord Jesns saying, ' That

unless a man deny himself, lie cannot be my disci-

pie,' Mat. xvi. 24. Now, this fellow is one of the

rest there meant, even Self-love, and Self-righteous

ness, as well as Sinful-self and .Natural. s«lf. Sir,

you must get rid of them all, or perish for ever.

Will you love yourself more than Christ? Self-

love must die, he is a traitor to the Lord of life and

glory, and an utter enemy to your own soul; if you

make him your counsellor, you are an undone man.

And then, as'to Worldly Wisdom, he is the de

vil's attorney-general, that ever gives counsel to all

that hearken to him against God and Christ, and all

revealed religion : This is he that Satan hath stirred

up, since liberty of conscience hath been established,

and popery hath bee.n vanquished, to deceiye and

ruin the souls of men : It is he that ridicules all

supernatural discoveries of God, or revealed reli

gion, and would indeed rob the whole kingdom of

the gospel of Christ, and so paganize this isle again.
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Doth not Paul say, ' The world by wisdom knew

not God ?' He would have you believe nothing to

be a truth or principle of religion that lies above your

own human reason ; and therefore he says there w

nothing mysterious in Christianity ; by which he

gives the scripture the lie, that says, ' Without con.

troversy, great is the mystery of Godliness,' 1 Tim.

iii. 26.

He will not suffer such that hearken to him, to

believe the Trinity of persons in the sacred God.

head, nor that Christ is the Most High God, and

yet very Man, in one person, because it lies above

man's wisdom, or human understanding to compre.

hend it : nor that sinners can be justified by an im

puted righteousness, or by the active and passive

obedience of Christ, though it is positively asserted
to be thus, by the Spirit of Godwin the word.

This Worldly Wisdom and Sir Human Reason

taught the Greeks, in the apostles' time, to contemn

the preaching of Christ crucified, and salvation by

him, as a foolish notion, or idle dream ; and so

they strive to persuade people to think now, and so

to trample the chief principles of the Christian faith

under their feet.

Alas ! it is evident, that there are many earthly

things, or things in nature, which no man can com.

preheud nor give reason of; and is it any marvel

then, that the mysteries of the gospel, or the deep

things of God, are above man's human reason to

conceive of them, so as to comprehend them ?

Yet know, though these mysteries are above hu

man reason, they are not against reason to believe

them. •Is it not reasonable that men believe what
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the God of truth affirnis, and the eternal Father,

Son, and Spirit bear record unto ? These wretches
•would not have you to ' Sell all you hare, and give

it to the poor,' yet you know the Lord Jesus Christ

gave zhat counsel to a rich man ; and if you do not

part with all in your love and affection, and actual.

Iy when God calis for it, you can be no, true Chris-

tian ; because you do not love God with all your

liearl, nor above your gold and silver, or earthly

riches.

Moreover, if you will not choose to become a

fool in the esteem of carnal men, you can never be

truly wise, 1 Cor. iii. 18. ' If any man among you

scemeth to be wise in this world, let him become a

fool that he may he wise.' Let the wise men of rca.

son account you a fool ; if you are spiritually wise,
•wise unto salvation, matter not how you are called

•nd censured by such whom Satan has blinded :

Doth not the apostle say, ' That the world by wis

dom knew not God 1'

And then, as touching your servant Unbelief, he

is such a bloody and devouring monster, that he hath

sent millions to hell, by hindering them from believ.

ing what God hath said in his word, touching his

grace and clemency to true believers, and his wrath

and vengeance to the impenitent and unbelieving

soul ; be will not suffer you to believe nor give cre

dit to that word, ' If any man loves the worldj

the love of the Father is not in him,' 1 John i. 15.

Nor to that •word, ' Except a man be born a.

gain, he cannot see the kingdom of God,' John iii.

3. And ' he thai, believeth not, shall be damned,'

Mark xvi. 16. And many like dreadful sentences,
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which he will not suffer you to regard, nor give the

least credit to : And thus he teaches you to make

God a liar; for he hath said, ' You shall, without

true faith, be damned, and perish in your sins ;' but

he says, ' Ye shall be saved, though you live in

your sins.'

As to •what Ignorance says, ' That you may pur.

chase or merit peace of conscience, by giving more

liberally to the poor, and that T> v also make you

friends of the mammon of unrighteousness;' he

makes you think, that Gad and Jesus Christ will

that way become your friends, and save your soul

when you fail, or come to die.

Sir, if you give all your goods to feed the poor,

or give all you ha»e to them, whjch you arc far from.

doing, yet you would be miserable; nothing that

you can do ean change your state, or procure God's

acceptance of your person : No, you must obtain

union .with Christ, or receive me, or perish in your

sins for ever. If money could purchase peace of con

science, or giving liberally to the poor merit heaven,

what rich man need to fear being damned ? and then

also it might be very easy ' •for a rich man to enter

Into the kingdom of heaven,' which the Lord Christ

says is not an easy thing. Sir, while the world is

in your heart, in your love and affection, ' the love

of the Father is not in you,' though you give

much to the poor.

As the young man who was very rich wanted one

thing, so do you ; that is true faith, and an interest

in Christ : You must be bom again, or you cannot

enter into the kingdom of heaven'; and that you

can never be, until you receive the Holy Spirit, and

D 2
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let in True Godliness : Whosoever receives me, re-

ceives the Spirit, and true and right principles ; such

as these, that all your righteousness is as filthy rags ;

and that all works before grace are dead works, and

profit men nothing. Moreover,

That Christ's lighteousness, exclusive of all inhe

rent righteousness, alone justifies a believing sin.

ner, &C.

As concerning Pride, whom you entertain and

hug in your bosom as a sweet and beloved friend,

he hath been the ruin of many souls likewise ; nay,

and not only men, but angels also ; for it is thought

he was the principal one who wrought their eternal

destruction, and from heaven cast them down to hell,

mid of angels of light made them devils. But, Sir,

pray remember that word, ' Pride goes before de

struction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.' What

became of the great king of Babylon, Nebuchad

nezzar, for entertaining this fellow ? Was it not

Pride that brought him down with a •vengeance, and

turned him a grazing, to eat straw like oxen ? Dan.

iii. 4. Moreover, what became of Herod the Great,

who was so fond of this companion ? •Did he not

bring God's heavy wrath upon him in such a dread

ful manner, that a blessed angel was .sent to smite

him with death immediately, and he was eaten of

•worms ? Acts xii. 23. Have you not•read, that ' the

day cometh which shall burn as an oveo,•and all the

proud, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble ?'

Gal. iv. 1. This haughty villain, Prid&, is. one of

those seven things, as Solomon shows, which God

hates, Prov.yi. 16. If you will not, Riches, be per.

suaded from hence to turn him. out of your house,

even take what will follow.
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Vain.bope, I know, i» one tbat hath kopt up your

spirits, and spoke peace to you all along, but he is

fitly so called, for he will leave you like a deceitful,

false-hearted, and treacherous friend, when you

come to fall into distress. You hope to be saved,

and so did many thousands that are now in hell ; but

alas ! what ground have you to build your hope up.

on ? ' The hypocrite's hope shall perish, whose hope

shall be cut off, and whose trust shall be as a spi

der's web,' Job xviii. 13. 14.

Ah, Sir, what will your hope avail you, ' thgugh

you have gained the world, when God taketh away

your soul ?' Job xxvii. 8.

And lastly, as touching your sweet darling Co.

vetousness, he is made up with idolatry ; and what

can be more detestable to JEHOVAH ? So long as

you entertain and love him, you adore an idol ; h«

if indeed the ringleader to almost all manner ol wick

edness ; nay, there is scarcely a viler and more 3r

bominable wretch breathing on God's earth, there

fore justly called, The root of all evil, I Tim. vi. 10.

He hath taught many to play the thief, others to

commit treason, and others to murder innocents for

their inheritance : He is guilty of bribery, usury,

extortion, and oppression: It wag he that made

poor Achan lose his sweet life ; he also contrived

the death of Nabothand his sons ; and more than all,

he tempted Judas to sell, and basely to betray my

dear Lord and Master Jesus Christ, for thirty•

pieces of silver :' Do not blame me therefore if I bear

so hard against him. Moreover, I can scarcely ever

get one foot into any rich man's house through his

Beans ; it is he and his companions who keep me

B 3
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out: He hath, through his hard-heartednesr, almost

famished to death all the poor, both in city aud

country ; and hath also of late very near betrayed

my whole interest that I have in the world into the

enemy's hands : He hath also grievously corrupted

many who profess kindness to me, by encumbering

their minds so with the affairs of this life, that they

cannot find the wgy to the church; when they

should be hearing of God's word, he forces them to

abide in their shops ; nor will he sutler many of them

to take a little time to pray in their families., nor in

their closets : He has also exposed many of my poor

ministers to many great straits and necessities, by

which means their heads have been so filled with the

cares of this life, that they have been out of capa.

city to preach the gospel as they ought to preach it,

nor can they get such helps that are necessary, and

'all along of him : Nay, he hath almost undone

every nation, kingdom, and commonwealth. First,

by corrupting the law, and subverting justice ; caus

ing judges to judge for reward, and lawyers to plead

more for fees than equity. And then Secondly, by

spoiling commerce ; for he hath monopolized trades

and commodities so into his own hands, and en.

hanced the prices of things, that many men have

been undone by him. I cannot, Sir, reckon up all

his horrible crimes : And is this him you so dearly

love ? and must i be slighted and disregarded by

you ihrough the love you bear to him ? Alas ! he

will bring your soul, if you follow him, to destruc

tion : Pray what became of Achan, who harboured

him? (mentioned before). Also what became of Ana

nias and Sapphira, whom he forced to tell a He to
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the Holy Ghost ? Acts T. 1—4. Who was it that

caused (he young man is the gospel to fall short of

heaven, and to go away from Jesus Christ very sor

rowful? and Drums to turn apostate, and to em

brace this present evil world ? Was it not Covetous-

ness ? Ah, Sir, take heed of this abominable mis.

creant, for though some wicked ones of the earth

may bless you, yet he causeth God to hate you.

See what David saith, ' The wicked boasteth of Ms

heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the

Lord abhorreth,' Psal. x. 3. Consider of these

things, and be persuaded to put away all these de

ceitful and hell.bred companions, which you have

a long time nourished in your house, or it will be.

worse with you, I do assure yon. O that you

•would now at last, before! leave you, hearken to my

counsel, and receive me into your house, and re.

nounce that monster you have lately embraced, who

calls himself by my name ! What do you say, Riches ?

Rich. Do you think I am such a fool to give en

tertainment to you, and lose all my great honour

and credit amongst the brave heroes of the earth ?

Godli. Why, Sir, is not that honour that comes

from God better than all the vain honour poor mor

tals can give you ? You have, I am sure, a rare ex

ample of one to follow in this great case : Remember

Moses, and the renowned Galeacius the famous mar

quis of Italy, he was not of your mind. Some rich

and noble men have, for my sake, denied themselves

of all the glory of this world, and accounted the re

proaches ofChristgreater riches than earthly honours

and pleasures of sin, which are but for a season.

Rich. If others were such fools to disgrace and
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undo themselves, what is that to me; I however

know what I have to do.

Godli. Sir, I perceive your condition is miserable,

for you seem to be hardened; and whilst you had

gracious means afforded you to bring you to repen

tance, you are grown worse and worse; however,

let me tell you, if you die before you have embraced

and received me into your house, you will perish in

jour sins, and hell will be your portion for ever ;

those who reject me, reject God and Jesus Christ

also : and to tell you the truth, all this time that I

have been at your door, the Lord Jesus hath stood
•waiting at your door with me likewise.

Rich. Leave your can ting, you arc a bold and im

pudent piece : do you begin to threaten me ? am I

not my own master ? would you lord it over me ? I

perceive what you aim at ; you would have me en

tertain you, that so your poor despised offspring

might have a good, fleece out of me ; I could /hid in

my heart to be revenged on you, and set all the rab

ble of the town upon you : Sirrah, I have consider

ed of the business, and have had advice what to do

from two able counsellors, Dr. Self-love, and Sir

Worldly Wisdom.

Godli. Sir, St. Paul did not take advice of those

two shallow, depraved, degraded counsellors, i. o.

' He consulted not with Flesh and Blood.'

Rich. Will you not leave your prating? you

would undo me. You are called Godliness, but that

is not your name: You are, I understand, a factious

fellow, and your name is Stubbornness, alias Singu

larity, alias Sedition ; one may know what you are

by the many names you go by. Know therefore,
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friend, that I have received the True Godliness al

ready, and him will 1 keep, fie is indeed an ho

nourable person, one whom great men love, and is

in favour with the princes of the earth ! But as for

you, 1 see no encouragement for any body to respect

you ; for as most people in all nations speak against

you, and hate you, so you would, I know, soon

spoil all my joys, and bring nothing but sorrow ami

fear along with you, should I entertain you : 1 must

not so much as tell you a lie for my advantage, bat

you would threaten me with hell and damnation;

nor go to the tavern, and by chance be drunk, and

let now and then an oath fly, but you would stir up

my steward Conscience to fall upon me, and beat

me unmercifully ; but I praise Cud I am rid of him :

Nay, and if I should not give to the poor according

to your humour, I should soon be censured and con

demned by you as a wicked person : yea, and every

sweet, pleasant, and beloved lust, which I value as

my life, you say must be mortified ; no, my dearest

darling must not be spared ; I perceive what a fool

you would make me ; begone from my door, or I

will call one of my servants, who shall drive you

out of the town ; his name is Malice, alias Envy,

before whom you will not be able to stand ; and

upon that he struck at him with all his might, which

no sooner did his chaplain Mr. Reader perceive, but

he came to his assistance with cruel rage, being stir

red up by Envy, and fe\l upon Godliness in a most

base and cruel manner, calling him all the vilest

names he could devise, enough tn make any ignorant

and unthinking man conclude True Holiness was as

hateful.a companion as any in the world, and before
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all things to be eschewed and discountenanced : his

chaplain also would needs challenge to dispute with

him, and confute Godliness by scripture, producing

that text, ' Be not righteous overmuch, neither make

thyself ov«rwise : why shouldest thou destroy thy.

self?' Eccles. vii. 16. He thought with this one

weapon to have knocked True Godliness down, and

have spoiled his travelling for ever.

But he soon answered, and said, " That no man

could be truly righteous overmuch, nor have too

much of that pure wisdom which is from above;"

but that a man might, he told him, under pretence

of righteousness, do more than God required of him.

and so he righteous overmuch, as the papists and <>,

thers are, and thereby destroy himself ; since will.

worship was of such an abominable nature; and

that aman also might be otherwise in his own conceit.

At this answer the dispute ended ; and Riches per.

cciving his chaplain was worsted, envied True God

liness much more, and raised all the rabble of the

town upon him ; amongst which were the following:

Pride— Ignorance— Wilful—Hard.Heart—Belly-

God—Giddy.Head—Pickthank—Rob-saint, and

more of such like rustical and ill-bred fellows : and

moreover, he swore if he would not begone the soon

er, h« would send for the two, constables, Oppres

sion and Cruelty, to lay him fast enough ; at which

poor Godliness was fain to get away, and hide him.

self, or else for certain he had been knocked on the'

head, or basely put to death ; but h» being out of

their reach, by the providence of God, escaped with-

out any hurt to himself, but many of his poor friends

were sadly abused^ who stood up to speak on his be.

half, being reproached as the vilest of men.
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Godliness being thus forced to leave Riches' door,

Vice and Ungodliness took the full poayetbion of his

house, and Godliness went on bis way, wandering

up and down to look for entertainment, vrith a sad

heart, being grieved to see how he had hitherto been

slighted and traitorously abused, notwithstanding his

birth, noblti descent, and pedigree.

Doth Godliness thus wander to and fro?

For want of friends must he a begging go?

'Tis not to seek relief, as If that he

Himself was poor, and in necessity ;

But 'tis to make poor mortals happy, who

By sin are brought to sorrow, grief, and woe :

But Riches him rejects with hate and scorn,

Though by Christ sent, a prince and noble born.

Riches are good, when sanctify'd they are,

But otherwise a curse, a plague, a snare :

Rich men do much mistake, who only measure

True happiness by having worldly treasure.

An angel hath no gold, nor fioclcs, nor land,

And yet is mighty, rich ; his wealth doth stand

In better things ; although the just man's store

Is small, he hath. enough, a rush for more;

God doth himself, instead of wealth, impart

Unto that child of his: O covetous heart'.

What would'st have more ? Or can there be

Ought else, dear soul, than what's potsrs&'d by thee?

Happy's the poor, in whom the Lord doth dwell ;

The rich by craving all get nought but hell :

Be not in love with gold, a golden purse,

Without a part in God, is but a curse.

Give m« not riches, Lord ! nor make me poor,

Since Riches against thee shuts his door.
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CHAP. IV.

Showing how Godliness in his travels came to a poor

cottage, where dwelt one called Poverty, zeith

whom ke earnestly desired to make his abode ; and

how he was shamefully denied entertainment there

also. •

ODLINESS finding how basely he had been serv-• ed by Riches, and that he could not, with all

the strongest arguments and motives imaginable, get

any entertainment with him, travelled farther : and

• as he wandered up and down in the wilderness of this

world, at last he chanced to come to a small vil

lage, at the farthermost end of which, upon the com.

mon, he espied a little cottage, a poor old ruinous

thing it was, the windows being all broke, only they

had crammed into the holes some old rags to keep out

the cold, and by the propping it up, it seemed as if

it was ready to fall ; but however, he remembering

•what hi» blessed Lord and Master said, ' The poor

receive the gospel,' resolved to go thither, and see

whether he might not meet with entertainment there ;

for he is no respecter of persons—he is as willing to

be a; guest to tfce poor as to the rich, and to dwell

with the peasant as with the prince ; or to wake his

abode in a cottage as in a palace : And being come

up to the door, he understood the poor man's name

who dwelt there was Poverty. Now Godliness

knocked five or six times before he could have any

manner of answer, for it seems he was asleep in bed

with his wife; but at last, being between sleeping

and waking, he asked, though very faintly, * Who's

there ? who's at the door ?'
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Godli. I am here ; pray arise and let me in . God-

Jiness lis!en«l, hut he could not hear what Poverty

said, by reason of the noise that was within ; for he

having many children, it happened that by this-time

they were awakened, and fell into a fit of crying ;.

some wanted victuals, and some of them cried for

other things which he had nut to give them, which

made him one while to weep, and another while to

fret and storm at the poor children ; so that Godli.

ness could hare no answer till he knocked again,

which he did, and that pretty hard.

Pov. Who is at my door ?

.Gudii. A friend ; my name is True Godliness.

Pov.Godliness! pray what businesshaveyou here?

Godli. j want a lodging.

Pov. From whence come you, Sir; 1 doubt•jou

have lost your way : Is this a likely house to stti'ord

entertainment to a traveller ?

Godli. I came last from a great man's house not

far off, whose name is Riches.

Pov. Well, had he no lodging for you, that you

arc come to me ?

Godli. No, he hath utterly refused to entertain

me ; and not only so, but hath basely abused me,

calling me at his pleasure ; and also raised the rude

rabble of the town upon me.

Pov. He had some reason for it I warrant you ;

and truly 1 myself do not like very well what you

talk of, for he is a man ready enough to open his

door to any who are worth entertaining; 1 mean

profitable guests : if you could get no lodging at his

house, what ground have you to think you should

meet with. any here ? Besides, though 1 canaot deny
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but that I have heard of your name, yet I know you

not : Ami moreover, I was forbid formerly to enter

tain one who goes by your name, and it may be you

as far as I know ; I know not what times may come

again : It is, Sir, a dangerous thing to open one's

door to strangers at any time, but more especially

•now, when there are so many grand cheats and rob-

bers abroad : Sir, though I have not much to lose, yet

my life is as dear to me as any man's ; and should I let '

youin, how you woulddeal with me God knows ; for i

have heard that many thousands through your means

have lost their sweet lives as well as their estates.

Godli. 1 will, poor soul, do thee no wrong, but

contrariwise; if you please to open the door, and

kindly entertain me, you shall find me the best friend

that you ever met with in all your iife.

Pov. You speak well ; but what is it you will do

for me ? Have you any money to give me to buy my

family a little good victuals ? (for we have liui little

else besides bread and water a great while to live up

on) and some better clothes? for my poor children

go almost naked.

Godli. i cannot at present nssure thce of much

earthly.•fUlfliess, or worldly good things; I do not

use to jjffofler men money, or hire them to open their

doors to rae ; no, I hate the thoughts of setting one

foot in snch a person's house ; if 1 am not freely

and heartily received, 1 will not come in at all :

Friend, 1 do not trade in gold and silver ; but this

I will promise thee, if thou wilt kindly let•rae in,

whatsoever good things the Lord sees thou .flosl need,

thou shalt, upon my h.onest word, nay, and upon

the word of Christ himself, have it ; ' Seek first the
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kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and all thrsn

things shall be added unto you,' Mat. vi. 33. . You

complain of want, come open to me ; do you not re-

member that word, ' They that fear the Lord shall

not want any good thing,' Psal. xxxiv. 10. ' The

Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing

will he withhold from them that walk uprightly,'

Psa). Txxxiv. ] 1. What dost thou say, Poverty ?

POD. I am in a very low condition ; what you

mean I cannot tell, but this I know, my head and

heart is filled about other things. Alas! what can

yon think to meet with or expect from me ? Do you

not see what abundance of poor hungry and ragged

boys and girl? I have? it is enough for me to get bread

for them, I must leave such things as you talk of to

my betters ; I mean such who have more time to

mind them, and are better learned : God help me, I

cannot tell what to say to yon.

Godli. Come, let me in ; that is to say, berome a

true convert, get a right faith, and lead a pood and

holy life, and I shall teach thee to be nio;'e diligent

and industrious in thy catling than thou hast been,

and not foolishly and idly to waste so many day8 .. ork

in the month : Thou wilt gain, thou wilt find every

way by True Godliness.

Pt/v. Truly we poor folks in the country think it

is Godliness enough for us to bear an honest mind,

and pay truly for what we have, and go to church

now and then, to hear some good prayers there, and

say the creed, the ten commandment*, and the Lord's

prayer now and then at home, when we come from

.work, if we do not chance to fall asleep first ; for it

has been so with me, God knows, many a time, the
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Lord help me; for if I thought it would be for my

profit, I could find my heart to open to you.

GoMi. Poverty, I will assure thee it will be infi.

nitely for thy advantage; hast not read?—

Puv. 1 cannot read, Sir.

Godli. But have you not heard then of that word,

' Godliness is profitable unto all things, having the

promise of the life that now is, and of that which \*

to come,' 1 Tim. iv. 8. ; and that word, * Godliness

with contentment is great gain :' And now, because

1 see you are weak, I will tell you of some of thoso

great blessings you will gain, if you do receive me

jn truth. First, I, wheresoever I coaie,xbrang along

with me reconciliation with God, pardon of sin,

peace of conscience, and joy in the Holy Ghost ;

nay, I raise men to honour too ; I will make thee i

son of God, and heir of heaven, and at last set a

crown of endless glory upon thy head ! What ilost

thou say, Poverty ?

Pov. I had rather have some better clothes, and

store of good provisions, and a better house to live

in ; these things suit my present necessity ; but as

touching those things you talk of, 1 do not well un

derstand what they are ; they may be but fancies as

far as I know : Besides, what work will you set ma

about? I cannot endure hard labour. -

GuiUi. But stay, Poverty, what kind of fellows

are those you have got in your house ?

I'ov. What is that to you ? Why do you not an

swer my question ?

Godli. Why then I •will tell you, you must be.

lieve in Christ, and very fervently read the Holy

Bible, and every Lord's <lay with great rever•euco
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and seriousness hear God's blessed word, and pray

at least twice-a-day; nay, and I shall teach you to

be more painful and laborious in your trade and

•worldly business: But this I know cannot be done,

unless you put away tbat crew of loose and naughty

fellows in your house.

Now Poverty had, it seems, divers base and lazy

companions, who were all grand enemies to True

Godliness ; also some of them it is said were his own

children, or natural offspring : Their names were

these—viz. Unbelief, Jguorance, Sloth, alias Idle

ness, Wasteful, Light-fingers,Faint- heart, Carping-

cares, and Fear-man, together with some others ;

Now, when he began to open to GoillincSs, these

hindered him.

First, Sloth and Idleness would not suffer him to

ijse out of his bed of security to cdi upon God,

nor take pains to pull up the briars and thorns that

grew in his heart, by which means his field lay bar.

ren and unfilled, nothing growing therein but what

the ground brought forth naturally : Nay, these

made him of such a sluggish temper, and such a

lover of rest, that he com plained many times because

lie could not go without motion : Nay, he was un

willing to be at the trouble of feeding himself, there-

fore would wish that men might live as trees and

plants do : And though there was offered him a ca

binet of rich jewels, yet he would not so much as

stretch out his arm to take hold of it ; and notwith

standing he had many fiery darts struck in his breast,

yet he would not be at the pains of pulling them

forth, by which means he was in a sad and lament

able condition. J remember a very wise man tolcj

" . . I
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me, ' That be hides his hand in his bosom, and it

grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth,' Prov.

xxvi. 15. by the means of these two lazy fellows,

Sloth and Idleness.

Ignorance told him he had received True Godli

ness already, and that he had dwelt in his house e-

ver since he was a child, and that Baptism brought

him in; and that the chief business which God re.

quired of him was to get bread and clothes for his

family.

Unbelief told him, that those things which God.

• liness talked of were mere fictions ; being unseen

things, there was no reality in them : But when he

questioned the truth of what Unbelief spoke upon

this account, Jhen the wretch told him, however they

were things far out of his reach, and that he had no,

part nor lot in them, neither could they, if it was

possible to obtain them, answer his present neces

sities.

Light-fingers told him he had been for a great

i while his best friend, and if it had not been for him

| he had been starved to death long before now.

t Distrust fell into discourse with his thieving bro.

| ther, and positively said, if he turned Light-fingers

out of his house, as he knew he must if Godliness

came in, he would certainly go a begging from door

. to door. ,

| Wasteful told him, that True Godliness, if en.

\ tertained, would not suffer him to buy such good

t pieces of beef, mutton, &c. as he was used to do on

[trust, unless he knew he was able to pay for them ;

fend that he would not suffer him to go any more to

nerry meetings, and carouse it amongst good fel.|me
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lows at the ale-house ; or recreate himself at cards,

bowls, nine-pins, and other sports, for money on

holidays ; and that he must bu content with such

mean clothes and fare he had got, and never lose a

day's work to gratify the lusts of the flesh ; and that

also he must change his company ; which particu

larly was grievous to Poverty to hear.

Carping-cares filled his head so full of distracting

thoughts, that he had not time to think of God,

Christ, nor his own soul, frocn one week's end to

another; but his great study was, either to think

•where' to borrow money, and so to get more in

debt ; or else how to pay what he owed, to get out

of debt ; or what he^hould do for Work, trade be

ing grown, by the badness of the times, very dead :

By this means he was filled with sad thoughts, not

knowing how he should get more bread when that

he had was gone, and more clothes when those he

had ^)uld hang on no longer ; besides, it could not

go out of his mind, but that at one time or other he

should be arrested, and thrown into a goal, having

many times most fearfully broke his word. •

Faint-heart and Fear. man represented to him the

danger he would be in upon many considerations,

jf True Godliness were entertained.

For, first. They told him how ?ontcmptible Real

Godliness was grown at this present time, being of

very little credit or esteem amongst any sort and de

grees of men hi the world, by reason of Vice, which

was never more rampant; insomuch, that True

Godliness was like to be driven out of the world,

and forced to fly into some hole or corner of

the earth to hide himself. Mr. Riches, who is the .
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lord of the manor, hath beat him away from his

door, and hateth him with a perfect hatred ; now,

if you entertain him, he will soon hear of it, and s<»

will become your deadly enemy, and pull down

your cottage, or warn you out, or be surejiotlo lot .—

you have a farthing of the poorj^j»eney, nor never

set you to work any more•fand what will become '

flien of thy poor wife ajHTchildren ? Nay, said they,

we will tell you more : Do you not hear what cruel

edicts the prince of the ancient Gaul's country hath

made against True Godliness? And how many of

the Protestant churches he hath pulled down, and

utterly demolished ? and how he is persecuted al

most every where ? Come, say they, it is that plea

sant and lovely form of Counterfeit Godliness, that

will in a little time be generally embraced ; and

those who entertain True Godliness must expect to

be reproached and reviled, nay, murdered. Be.

sides, do you not hear how many thousands in

France and in other places, who have for a long

time entertained him, have turned him out of doors ?

They are weary of him, or afraid to own him : and

is this a time for you to think of embracing; him ?

Poverty! said they, pity yourself, and have more

•wit; you are poor enough already, and this is the

way to make you more miserable: If Riches will

not entertain him, who hath many advantages to

relieve and help himself in distressing times and sad

exigencies over what Pojqrty hath, or can promise

himself, there is no ground of encouragement for

you to open to him.

Upon this poor Poverty resolved not to let True

Godliness hava a lodging in his house, but ralhef.
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instead thereof, to put stronger bolts and bars on

Ms door. Godliness having waited all this while to

hear what these cursed enemies of hia would say,

anil perceiving they hiicl now done, he broke silence,

and began to speak after this manner:

laodti. Well, Poverty, 1 expected but lillle less

from yoa, when 1 perceived you were resolved to

hearken to those graceless villains you lodge in your

house ; for they, I hear, would do their worst to

icep me out ; but I shall now, however, to unde

ceive you, answer them all.

First, As to those lazy companions, Sloth and

Idleness, who will not sutler you to labour for the

good neither of body nor sou), they have in part

brought you into this poor and miserable condition

you are in. Ol) ! how many have they brought to

beg their bread from door to door ! and stirred up

others to rob, steal, and commit horrible murders,

to uphold them in their loose, lazy, and ungodly

lives ; by which means they have brought, and

daily do bring, a number of men and women to the

gallows : But the greatest mischief they do is to the

suuls of men ; for they have cast thousandsinto such

a deep sleep, that they will never awake till they

lift up their eyes in hell ; they will not bufler men

to labour to find out their danger tiil it is too late;

and others, whwi they do perceive their woeful con

dition, are hindered^ by. •them from endeavouring

timely, and in a right manner, to get oat; they

inanv nines cry, Lord help us, and Lord have mercy

Upon us ; but never strive to take hold of the of-

fcis and lenders of his grace and mercy, by cleaving

to Ciiriit, and leaving all their abominable wicked.
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ness. It Is the. idle soul fhnt suffers hunger, wno

shall beg at harvest, and have nothing; though

there is bread, and enough and to spare for you in

God's house, yet they will net snffer vow to seek for

it, but cayse you to cry, ' Yet a little sleep, yet a

little slumber, yet a little folding of the hands to

sleep,' Prov. v<'v, 33. Is it not sad, notwithstand

ing your house is on fire, and you like to be. burnt in

your bed, yet cannot, through Sloth and Idleness,

rise up? You are just ready to drop into ho!!,

and yet will not endeavour to deliver your own

soul : O remember that word, ' Take the slothful
• and unprofitable servant, and bind him hand and

foot, and cast him into utter darkness, there shall

be weeping and gnashing of teeth,' Mat. xxv. 30.

And then,

Secondly, As to Light-fingera, he is a thief, and

if you follow his dictates, he .will bring you to the

gibbet: Besides, ' No thief shall enter info the

kingdom of God,' 1 Cor. vi. 10.

Thirdly, Wasteful his brother, for all his huffing,

if almost as bad as he ; it was this vain fellow tint

brought the prodigal to eat husks with the swine,

Lnke xv. It is he not only causes you to waste, and

foolishly spend your money, when you have got a

little, but also your precious time, which should be

improved for thegood ofyour perishingsoul. Pover

ty, can it do you any harm to be taught to become

a better husband, and not to consume the little you

sometimes get amongst riotous company, which might

be a great comfort to your poor wife and children?

Also I will appeal tomy neignbourlMorality, whether

there is any ground for you to refuse to entertain me,
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because I feach you to be content with mean things,

hard/are, and do put you upon hard labour, and not

to run into debt, unless you knew which way to pay it.

tgnoVance is a murderer, and hath destroyed mil.

lions of souls, though there was a time indeed when

God seemed to wink at him, Acts xvii. 30. i. e. did

not lay, as it wefe, his hands immediately upon him ;

bat now he is left altogether inexcusable, because

God hath afforded you a sufficiency of light, to bring

you to the true knowledge of salvation, the necessity

of faith and True Godliness, if you would escape the

damnation of hell. Unbelief 1 found the other day

with Riches ; and indeed 1 can come to nobody's

door but 1 find him within ; I gave a plain charac

ter of him then, to which 1 refer you, if you have a

inind to know what a dangerous person he is : But

however, take one word or two in answer to what he

says to you against me.—He affirms, that all my pro

mises are fictions ; being unseen things, they have no

reality in them, Or things that you can never attain

unto ; and if you could, yet they could not answer

your present necessities. If you will give credit to

such a notorious liar, murderer, and blasphemer, who

certainly in a sly and treacherous manner seeks to

stab you at the heart, who can help it ? Are Christ's

promises of grace and peace here, and glory hereaf

ter, because not seen with external eyes, fictions ?

Me will tell you also ere long, if you will believe me,

there is no God nor devil, heaven nor hell, because

not seen with visible eyes ! He may suggest the one

to you as well as the other. Come, Poverty, thou

sands of my children, by blessed experience, have

found my promises no fictions or idle fancies, but
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things full of reality, marrow, and fatness : ' O taste

and see how good the Lonl is !' A.nd why may you

not obtain these glorious good things, viz. union and

communion with God, pardon of sin, peace of con

science, and joy in the Holy Ghost, as well as o-

thers ? They were commonly given in the time

of the gospel to the poor. Come, Poverty, these

things are thine, as sure as God is in heaven, if thou

•wilt but let me in : poor Lazarus u/iderstood them,

experienced the sweetness of them, and $hall to eter

nity. And then, lastly, have you no need of these

good things of mine, because they may not so direct

ly answer your outward necessity ? Are not the ne

cessities of your soul more to be minded, than to get

store of mfat, drink, clothes, silver, and gold ?

What are all these things to the love and favour of

God, an interest in Christ, and to have a right to the

kingdom of heaven ? How soon, alas ! may your life

be gone! and what good will those things do you i

do you not see they perish in the using ? and as you

are corruptible, so likewise they can never satisfy

nor fill the desires of your soul, nor do they suit the

necessities thereof. Consider, can any of these

things make thy soul happy ? Can gold or silver en.

rich it? or the rarest worldly dainties feed it? or

wine cheer it ? No, Poverty, if thou hadst the things

of the world in never so great abundance, yet till

thou lettest me in, and makest me thy chief compa

nion, thy soul will be miserable. What is it to have

plenty of all good things, and no God, no Christ,

no pardon, no peace, but contrariwise, the curse of

God, horror of conscience, and hell at last ? Thou

wilt. Poverty, become more happy if thou dost open
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the door to' me, and thou and I dwell together, than

the proudest an 3 haughtiest monarch in the world ;

thy comforts, in. /ard peace, and joy will excel theirs,

and thy riches be more abundant in quantity, besides

the rare and excellent quality of them ; nay, and thy

glory will be far more transcendent ; and besides,

it will abide with thee to all eternity.

As touching Carping-care, he hath almost broke

thy heart already, he will not let thee sleep in the

night ; but by telling thee of thy wants and necessi

ties, sadly disturbs thy mind, but never helped thee

to a farthing in all his life, and why shonldst th*u

hearken to him any longer, he is thy utter enemy, as

well as mine : Hear what the Lord Christ saith,

' Who, by taking thought, cc.n add one cubit unto

his stature ?' Mat. vi. 17.

'; He has even ate up thy very spirits, and weaken-

cd thy body, marred thy senses, especially the spi

ritual senses of thy soul, so that thou canst not

think one serious thought all the day for him ; nay,

when Sloth and Idleness will let thee go to hear

God's word, he follows thee thither too, and so con

founds thy mind •with wandering cogitations, that

all thy devotion is spoiled, you can profit nothing:

Therefore I beseech you, do what you can to

thrust him out.

Distrust, that faithless fellow, sets on his ba.se

wretch Carping-care to perplex thy mind ; and this

is not all, for he tells thee, if thou turnest Light-

fingers out of doors, thou wilt certainly go a beg

ging. Come, Poverty, they are a pack of cursed

villains, set on by their great master Apollyon, to

bring thee to shame, as if there was no way to live

F
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but by breaking of God's commandment, c Thou

shalt not steal ;' and is he not a wretch, that shall

call into question the care and faithfulness of God,

whose promises are to feed and clothe thee, and to

supply all thy necessities in the way of thy duty, so

that thou shalt want no good thing, as I said before,

though thou possibly mayest think that good for

thee which God knows is not, Isa. xl. 11.; Psal.

xxxiv. 9. 10.

And now, in the last place, let me speak a few

•words to those cowardly fellows, Faint-heart and

Fear.man,Isa.Ii. 12.; these are they that would have

you fear man more than God ; and yet, 1 am ready

to believe, some of their words take as much place

upon your heart as any thing you heard from the

other.

But what reason there was, or is, for it, we will

come now to consider.

First, They say I am grown here of late very

contemptible, and of very little esteem or credit a-

mongst any sort or degree of men, Isa. liii. 3, ; and

that I shall ere long be forced to fly into a corner

to hide myself, &c.

To this I answer, First, I never had much e.

steem amongst great men ; nay, in every age of the

world very few gave credit to me, and now being

come (almost to the end of my travels) in the last

and' worst age, I could expect no other usage than

what I met withal. How should I have any to ad.

mire and fall in love with me, when the text posi.

tively says, ' All the world wanders after the beast,'

Rev. xiii. 3. That is, they are in love with, aud

admire Counterfeit Godliness ; and the truth is, I
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narrel not at it, because all along the false prophets

were more readily embraced than the true, and their

word* generally believed. ' If another comes in

his own name* saith Jesus Christ 'him you will re

ceive,' John v. 43. ; the reason is easily discerned,

because they smooth the people up in their sins, 1

Kings xxii. 13. 22. Alas ! don't you see how

Counterfeit Godliness gives liberty to men to please

their sensual and brutish lusts, teaching an easier

way to heaven than I ever did or can ; for I always

taught, as at this day, the doctrine of self-denial,

Mark viii. 34. ; the necessity of faith in Christ, rege

neration and mortification of sin, &c. John iii. 5.

Secondly, Whereas they say, I shall ere long be

forced to fly into some corner ; that is, I know the

fear of these paltry fellows ; but if it should chance

so to come to pass, woe be to you and all the world

besides, if True Godliness once finds no place nor

countenance in any nation of the earth ; and indeed

you had the more need, with all speed, receive me

into your house, lest hereafter you find me not, and

so perish in your sins, Johu viii. 22.

Thirdly, What though Riches hath rejected me,

he never had much kindness for me, but was gene

rally my enemy; and whereas they say he will be

displeased with you, and warn you out of your

house, if you entertain me ? What then ? Christ

will receive you into his house, and you had better

have him to be your friend than any potentate of

the earth. ' When my father and mother,' saith Da

vid, ' forsake me, the Lord will take me up,' Psal.

xxvii. 10. Have you not read of that poor man

which the Pharisees excommunicated for cleaving to
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me, and how the Lord Jesus graciously received

him, John ix. 35. Come, Poverty, don't fear the

worst that men can do, God will help you, and he

is above them all, and it will be but a little while be.

fore that word shall be made good, ' Your brethren

that hated you, and cast you out for my name's sake,

saying, let the Lord be glorified ; but he will appear

to your joy, and they shall be ashamed,' Isa. Ixvi. 5,

And what though some great potentates of Rome

combine together to tread tne under their feet, and

set up idolatry, popery, and superstition, should

this deter you from receiving me ? Alas ! man, the

time is at hand when all will be undone, and be for

ced to cry, ' Woe, woe, woe that ever they were

born !' But those only, who have made me the joy

and delight of their hearts, '.Say to the righteous, it

shall go well with him : Woie to the wicked, it shall

go ill with him,' Isa. iii. 10. It is sad indeed to

see any leave me in my adversity, but they were al.

so friends, and let them go, they never loved me in,

truth, John vi. 66. ; but do thou but kindly embrace

me, and I will keep thee from falling; nay, thou

shalt find me a sure refuge and defence to thee in.

the day of distress, Psal. ix. 9. ; yea, I will store

thee with all good things which the rich have not;

I am resolved to feast thy soul continually, and ne

ver leave thee unto thy dying day, Isa. xxv. 6.

Come, thee and I shall live splendidly together not.

withstanding. thou art poor, if we can but get my

dear friend Content to dwell with us, 1 Tim. vi. 6.

What dost thou say, Poverty ? Shall I come in ?

Ijut notwithstanding all that Godliness could say,

Poverty would not give way to him, but began to

give him reviling words, saying, He was born a gen
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tleman, though he has fallen to decay, and that he

would not suffer such tumults at .his door ; (for it

seems, while Godliness was praying and pressing for

entertainment, one Persecution, the offspring of

Adam's eldest son Cain, Gen. iv. 8. had raised alum-

dance of lewd fellows together, to drive Godliness

away from Poverty's door:) So by the opposition

within doors and without, Godliness found no lodg

ing there neither : Yea, and escaped not without

many bitter threatnings, execrations, and blasphe

mous words. Now, one reason why Riches and

Poverty did not receive True Godliness was, because

Consideration dwelt with neither of theln, who, be.

ing a grave counsellor, might possibly have given

them better advice, than to deny entertainment to

so sweet a friend. Godliness, after this, began to

be at a stand which way to travel next ; but hear-

ing of one Youth, who lived not far off, he resolved

to see whether he might not get a dwelling with him,

because he was one that his commission particularly

directed him to visit.

Sad is the state of woful man T see ;

Riches slights Christ, and so does Poverty.

The snares are great which Riches do attend,

And Poverty to virtue proves no friend ;

But this poor wretch I pity most,—for why?

He has no portion here, yet does deny

To entertain True Godliness, that so

He might have heaven above, tbough none below.

But by curst foes he is so perplez'd, that he

Can't find the way to true felicity.

Not many rich, nor many very poor,

Unto True Godliness does ope their daor ;

But rather such who in the medium be,

Betwixt great riches and low poverty ;

Tbia state, with Agur, Lord, 1 beg ef thee.

*3
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CHAP. V.

Showing how True Godliness, finding Riches and

Poverty had rejected him in his travels, came to a

great city where dwell a braveyoung gallant, Kith

whom he had a mind to be acquainted, and to take

up his lodging ; showing also hew basely he zeas

dealt zzithal by him.

V/NE might think by this time it was in vain for

True Godliness to travel any farther, not being

like to find entertainment any where, since Riches

and Poverty both had refused to receive him ; yet

lie was resolved to pursue his journey, not being

without hopes of finding his dear friend at last, call-

ad Consideration, whom he sought for ; and com.

ing into a famous city where one Youth dwelt, could

not tell but he might meet with him at his house,

calling to mind what kindness young Joseph, Mo

ses, Samuel, David, Obadiah, Josias, John, and Ti

mothy of old, and many others had showed him, and

therefore came boldly to his door, and desired enter

tainment. Now, it appears, this Youngster was a

great gallant, but though he had been bred up to

learning, and lived in a place where the gospel was

powerfully preached, yet was very ignorant as touch-

iug the best things, though very complaisant. And

after Godliness had, in a grave and sober manner,

desired a lodging with him, he asked him what he

was, as also 'his name.

Godli. Sir, I am a person of noble descent, be.

ing nearly allied to a great and mighty prince, and

nty name is True Godliness, being by him sent to
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travel hither, to commend his sovereign grace and

clemency unto the inhabitants of this city ; and I

hare also brought along with me (as tokens of his

eternal favour and good will to such who will receive

me) very rich presents, and I shall bestow them on

you, if you will be pleased to entertain me.

Youth. Your most Siur.ible servant; J must cort-

fess I haveread and heard much of you, but why dn

you choose to take up your lodging in my house,

there being many grave and ancient gentlemen near?

I know not, but you seem to be one whose com.

pany would better suit men of riper years.

Godli. Sir, my master gave me orders to com.

mend his princely grace and favour unto you (if

your name is Youth), besides, he hath chosen your

house for my lodging, above others ; nay, and he

hath made more blessed promises upon your kind

and loving reception of me, than he hath to any be.

sides in the world. Have you not read that word,

* I love them that love me, and they that seek roe

early shall find me,' Prov. viii. 18. ; arid that word,

' Seek first the kingdom of God, and his righteous-

npss, and all other things shall be added unto you,'

Mat. vi. 33.

Youth. As for those other things, I need them not,

I have enough of the world.

Godli. Ay, Sir, hut you want my master's right.

eousness, Rev.iii.. 17. 18., and also apart in hisking- '

dom ; and those are some of those glorious commodi

ties 1 have to bestow upon you, if you vrill enter.

tain me.

Youth: Ay, there it is, I perceive I must entertain

you if I would have them; but I tell you plaialj
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your company does not suit with my age, wjiy

should you force yourself upon me?

Godli. Why, would you have a part in the right.

eousness of Christ, and in his kingdom, and not re.

ceiveTrue Godliness ? No, Sir, that will never be,

you must believe in him, and be united to him, or you

will have no lot nor part in this matter : ' He that

bclieveth not shall be damned,' Mat. xvi. 16.

Youth. Pray, Sir, do not trouble me, you are a.

going to preach.

Godli. 'Tis sad you should think I trOubleyou, be

cause I desire you to let me have a lodging with you.

Youth. Sir, you will spoil all my pleasures and

sensual delights, if I entertain you ; I know your

mangers well enough. You will cause me also to

turn out of my house my familiar friends and con.

sorts, that rejoice my heart in these youthful days of

mine. Now, those he called his friends were these

following, viz. Pride, Wanton, Vain-glory, Love.

lust, Ambition, Gay.clothes, Toss.pot, Gamester,

Please.frrend, Time-server, Scornful, Hate-good,

and Scoffer.

Godli. Young man, believe me, those pleasures

and delights which your heart is so much set upon,

are brutish, and very hateful to God, and do also a.

base your noble soul, which is of a sublime extrac

tion. Nay, farthermorc, hear what wise Solomon

saith, ' Rejoice, O young man, in the days of thy

youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the

sight of thine eyes.' May be you will say, O this is

brave! I—but after the flash of lightning, comes a

clafTof thunder, enough to make you quake : ' but

know, that for all these things God will bring thca
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to judgment.' Your s•weet meat, young man, is like

to have sour sauce ; you will pay dear at last for all

your sensual pleasure and vanities.

Youth. But for all your haste', wise Solomon made

trial of all the delights of the children of men before

he condemned them, and so will 1 too, as far as 1 can.

Godti. It is true Solomon did so ; and doth ha not,

by the sad experience he had of them, tell you, ' all

was vanily and vexation of spirit ?' Come, Sir, you

had better believe the poison in the cup is deadly,

than to taste of it.

Youth. Sir, pray speak no more, I have not sow.

ed all my wild oats yet, let me alone.

Godli. Wild oats, indeed : come let me persuade

you to sow no more of them, for it is but sowing to

the flesh ; ' and he that soweth to the flesh, shall of

the flesh reap corruption,' Gal. vi. 8. You had bet.

ter far sow to the Spirit. And now I will tell you

•what a kind of crop you will have at harvest, by sow

ing that cursed seed, which you call wild oats, unless

by repentance you pluck them all up again.

Youth. Why, Sir, what a crop shall I reap ?

Godli. You are like, in the first place, to reap

in this world, a crop of loathsome diseases ; for

drunkerfhess, rioting, and whori.ig doth commonly

produce that. Secondly, You will reap a crop of

infamy and reproach ; for sin is the shame of any

people or particular soul, Prov. xiv. 34.; and it will

be much if you reap not a crop of want and beg

gary too in the end. Thirdly^ You will reap a crop

of horrible and insupportable guilt, Prov. xviii. 14.

by which means your conscience will torment and

lash you after such a sort, that you will not be ablo
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to endure it, unless you go on in this ungodly course

so long, until he is seared with a hot iron, and then

you will reap a crop of a hard, obdurate, and impe

nitent heart. Fourthly, Yon will reap a full crop

of all manner of foul and detestable filth andIpollu-

tion ; yea, such corruption, that will cause God to

loathe you r soul. Fifthly, You will reap also a crop

of all the fearful plagues and curses that are in the

book of God, pronounced against wicked and un

godly sinners, Oeut. xxix. 19, 20, 21.

Sixthly and Lastly, At the great and terrible day

of judgment, you will reap a full crop of God's e-

ternal wrath and vengeance; a crop of brinish though

fruitless tears, groiu ., and endless torments in hell

fire, Mat. xxv. 41. Now, if you like to gather in

at harvest such crops of these, go on and sow your

wild oats plentifully.

Youth. Sir, I intend to sow other seed hereafter ;

I desire only liberty for the flesh in these my youth.

ful days; if you should chance to call at my door

•when lam old, I may then possibly see causetoenter.

tain you; nay, Sir, I do promise you I will then

open my doors to you.

Godli. Alas, Sir, present promises to open here

after to God and True Godliness, seldom ever end.

in real performance : he who promised to go and

work in his master's vineyard, went not, Mat. xxi.

30. Such who put me off with promises to become

godly hereafter, it is evident, do purpose to be wick.

ed for the present; besides, do you know yon shall

live to be old ? Or ifyou should, that God will send

me then to knock at your door ? Nay, and let me

tell you, if 1 should then visit you, I fear it will be
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to no purpose, because, Sir, you ripen apace already

in wickedness, and sin is of an hardening nature ;

evil habits are not easily changed ; ' the blackamore

nay as soon change his skin, or the leopard his spoij,

as you may learn to do well,' Jer. xiii. 23. and open

to me when you hare a long time accustomed to do

evil : Therefore open to me now.

Youth. Sir, you will raise my spirits anon, if yon

leave not off your canting the sooner ; you are a gen.

tleman 1 am sure few or none cares for. Have any

of the rulers and nobles of the nations embraced you,

I mean strict Godliness? John vii. 4S. Why do

not you see if they win entertain you ?

Guiiii. Nay, pray be not offended with me, I seek

your profit, 1 will do you no wrong ; you shall not

lose any thing by me, if you will but let me have a

lodging with you, though possibly you may lose

something for my sake, but if you do, I will repay

you again an hundred fold in this world, Mat. six.

29. ; and in the world to come you shall have life e.

Terlasting. And what though not many mighty and

not many noble ones do love me, or will entertain

me, 1 Cor. i. 26. ; it is not because I do not deserve

esteem from them, but because they arc incensed a.

gainst me by the devil, and are so in love with Vice,

my mortal enemy. Sir, I am abused, and rendered

very odious by wicked men, as if 1 were a factious,

restless, and seditious fellow, Acts xxiv. 25.; and this

is one reason why I am so slighted and contemned.

Youth. I (and to speak the truth) cannot believe

but you are the cause of all the present discord, ani.

mosities, and confusionsthatarcamongstus,for sine*

you came into this country, what disputes, content
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iions, and distractions have there been ! When po

pery and formality was generally received in this

land, it was not thus.

Godli, 1 and my children ever, I must confess,

were thus censured and falsely accused, though never

so stigmatized as now of late, Isa. viii. 18. Jerusa

lem of old was called a rebellious and bad city, be

cause I dwelt in it ; and my enemies said of old time,

sedition had been there, and that it was a great ene

my to kings and governments, Ezrair. 12, 15. But

it is no marvel lam thus abused, considering my Lord

and Master himself was loaded with like calumnies,

John x. 20. ; being accused with sedition, and called

an enemy to Caesar likewise. But let not this dis

courage you from receiving me into your house, for

all these things are utterly contrary to my nature,

and abhorred by me and all my good friends, and.

therefore pray let me come in.

Youth, It will not be for my honour, I shall be

derided and scoffed at, should I 'do it, and bo looked

upon as a foolish person: therefore, prayt begone

from my door. \

Godli. What if you lose the honour of this world,

I will raise you to far greater; ' For honour and

riches arc with Christ; yea, durable riches and right

eousness,' Prov. viii. 18. John xii. 26. ' They that

receive me, and serve Christ, God will honour.'

Youth. Pray let me alone till another time, until

I am a little older.

Godli. Sir, my master commands you to remem

ber him u»w in the days of your youth, Eccles. xii.

2.; and to remember him is to embrace me : And let

me tell you, to reject me h rebellion against him•,
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who is the King of kings and Lord of lords, Jolin xii.

28. shall not what he requires you to do be done?

Youth. I hare other business at present of greater

concern, than to attend on such a guest, take an

answer therefore and begone.

Godli. Nay, do not mistake yourself, for to re.

cein: me, and to lead a godly life, is business of the

greatest concernment in the world : Were you'not

made and sent hither on purpose to serve and ho.

nour your Creator ? and not to live like a brute, to

satisfy your lust, and to serve the devil, as heretofore

you have done, Isa. xliii. 21.; Actsxvij. 27.; and if

you do persist in these courses, be sure you will pe

rish in hell at last for evermore.

Upon this the young gallant was in a great rage,

and swore, ' Damn him, he would be revenged on

him, and on all his friends, 'and never endure True

Godliness more : Nay, and presently all his com.

panions and attendants, who were in his house (men

tioned before) stirred him up ty fall upon Godli

ness immediately, and force him away. Pride swell.

ed like a toad, Vain.glory vaunted himself, and both

bid him disdain the very motion True Godliness had

made. Time-server and Please-friends bid him

mind what was the a-la-ninde of the times, and do

as other young gallants did. Scornful looked with

con tempt upon True Godliness; Toss-pot had the

young man away to the tavern ; and Gamester, af

ter he came there, set him to play at cards, dice, &c.

Love-lust enticed him to a whore-house. Scoffer

and Scornful lolled out their tongues at Godliness,

jeering and deriding him shamefully : Nay, and not

only 90, but also made base songs of him, crying,
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* Hey boys, up go we I' And Hate-good command-

ed them all »o fall upon him, and rid him out of the

•world; and had it not been for fear of some neigh-

bouts, who, though they were but moral people, he

had doubtless been utterly trod under their feet :

JJjUt, blessed be God, he escaped this time also, and

got away, leaving the poor debauched Youth to

himself, to gratify his own sensual a'nd luxurious

appeiite.

O how perverse is flesh and blood, in whom

All vice abounds. and blossoms from the womb :

M'hat God commands, youth is averse unto;

But what hell bids, (> that ! 'tis that he'll do.

The rich, the poor, with youth I do e*py,

Acting their parts in life's short tr ged> :

But are they men or beasts ? see, view them well ;

Souls they have, but what in them does dwell :

You may perceive, if you do cast your eyes,

On what they choose and love, and what despise.

CHAP. VI.

Showing how Godliness came to knock at the door of

one Old Age ; as also the cause and reasons shy

he refused to entertain him.

GODLINESS being rejected both by Riches,

Poverty, and Youth, resolved to see whether he

might not be entertained by a certain decrepid and

feeble person called Old Age, concluding •within

himself, that it was very probable his dear friend

Consideration, whom he had a long time sought for,

might lodge in his house ; for, said he, surely U is.

dom, though he dwell not with Riches, Poverty, nor
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Youth,. yet doubtless he doth with the aged, Job

xxxii. 7.; and therefore made up directly to his door,

where he knocked and called a ^considerable time,

•without any answer ; but at last Old Age inquired

who was at his door ?

Old Age. Who are you ?

Godli. Your real friend, True Godliness, who

would fain have a lodging with you now at lust.

Old Age. Godliness, 1 hare heard I think of you,

but I do not know you. Besides, I am not able to

rise up from my chair to let you in, 1 have such a

weak and crazy carcass, and so full of pain and.

aches, that I hare enough to do to sustain my own

infirmities : Pray come another time, do not trouble

me.

Godli. Alas! Father, you may not live another

dny, death may seize you before to-morrow morn-

ing, Prov. xxvii. I. Why should you put me off?

I was formerly at your door, when you was young,

and then yon told me you could not open to me,

because you had not sowed all your wild oats, and

you were too young, and 1 was not a fit companion

for youth. Moreover, you then said, when you

were old y "a would let me in ; and will you put me

off now too ? pray rise and open to me.

But all the ways and means Godliness could use

signified nothing, he was settled on his Iocs, and had

such abundance of stubborn and rebellious servants

and children, that they would not suffer him to show•

Godliness the least favour, Jer. xxviii. il. ; Zeph. i.

J2. The names of some of .them were, bi•sides

Weary-limbs, Dim-eyes, and Peevish, Hard-heart,

Impenitency, Self-conceit, Enmity, Unbelief, and

ti 2
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Ignorance, \vith many more of the like sort; the

first 1 named were his own natural offspring, and

somewhat younger than the rest ; Hard.heart he

had nourished and fed continually from his youth,

for Godliness found him at his house when he gave

him a visit in the prime of his days. But now he

has grown a very stout, slubbo'rn, and obdurate

piece j this fellow made Old Age not to regard at

all, nor fear the threats of God. And he was so.

void of pity, that he stirred Old Age up to stifle

poor Conscience, who kept his accounts, and at

every turn to tread him underfoot, if he had at any

time so much light and power as to tell him of his

debts, viz What abundance of abominable sins he

had committed against God ; nay, not only so, but

not to regard nor pity the sad estate of his own

soul ; nor did he concern himself with thtf low con.

dition of God's church, and the Protestant religion

in this dismal •hour, but would curse and swear,

and tell many stories and filthy lies, and now and

then be drunk, notwithstanding he was even ready

to drop into hell, and but seldom cry, God save me !

and all this comes to pass through the evil nature of

liis cursed Hard-heart, and bis companions Enmity

and Unbelief.

These three had also bred up another graceless

•villain as bud as themselves, one Impenitency, so

that all that could be said to him by Godliness and

his servant Theology, concerning the detestable na

ture of sin, and his miserable condition, yet he could

not be brought to repent, nor let one tear fall for

liis sins, so that that word ol the blessed apostle was

made good in him, ' But, after thy hard and impeni.
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tent heart, treasureth up unto thyself wrath against

the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous

judgments of God ; who will render to every man

according to his deeds,' Rom. ii. 5, 6.

Ignorance was in Young-man's house, and in

Poverty's house, but not such a sottish Ignorance

as seemed to be with this father Old Age ; for ho

told him God did not mind nor trouble himself to

take notice of what men did hero below, but was

taken up about high matters in heaven ; neither in

deed could he believe he saw through the thick

clouds : ' Is not God,' saith he, ' in the height of

heaven, and behold the height of the stars, how high

they are ! And how doth God know ? Can ha

judge through the dark clouds ? thick clouds are a

covering to him, that he seeth not ; and he walketh

in the circuit of heaven,' Job xxii. 12, 13, 14.

Moreover, he and Unbelief told him, though he

•was a notorious swearer, liar, and a very drunken

sot, that he had as good a heart as the best, and that

to hear and read some good prayers, and to mean

well, was godliness enough for him. Besides, .they

•would not suffer him to believe that God would erer

cast any of his creatures whom he had made into a

lake of fire and brimstone, for such a small frivolous

thing as sin was ; nay, he was persuaded by them to

believe there was no hell at all. And as touching

heaven, they told him there might be some such thing;

and that though he might not have so good a place

there as some men, yet he should get in amongst the

croud, and find some corner or other, for heaven

was a very large place.

Self- conceit caused him to think so highly of him.

• 3
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self, that notwithstanding all that Godliness could

say to confute Ignorance and Unbelief, he did not

mind it at all, for he said they were all fools who

troubled themselves about sin and another world,

and that he who had lived so many years understood

better, and he knew what he had to do, and bid God

liness, in conclusion, hold his prating; For, saifhhe,

every tub must stand upon his own bottom, and sure

I am God will not cast away an old man : I was born

a Christian, and made a child of God, a member of

Christ, an heir of the kingdom of heaven by my bap.

tism (our minisler told me so) and would you per

suade me to think my condition is bad at last? no,

Sir, 1 understand what religion is very well: do not

mistake yourself, for I do not see I am much pressed

by my ordinary to strict Godliness. Bat to come

now and then to hear prayers, and receive the sacra-

ment, and this I resolve to do ; and though my con.

dition is rendered so bad by you, I am sure there are

many in our parish, yet good churchmen, as bad,

nay far worse than I.

Godliness by this time perceived Old Age was so

hardened in his sins, and trained up by Ignorance so

long a time, that it was next to an impossibility ever

to think the evil habits he had got, by being accusto.

rned so long to those ways of vice and ungodliness,

should ever be changed, considering he was become

so unteachable and self-conceited, was resolved to

leave him, not thinking it was worth his time to wait

longer at his door, nor give any reply to those base.

bred children and servants he kept in his house; for

Peevish made him so foppish, that there was no speak.

ing to him ; remembering that word of the prophet,
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' C»n the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard

his spots ? Then may you who are accustomed lo do

evil, learn to do well,' Jer. xiii. 23. Yrt he could

not but take pity on him, considering his age, there

fore gave him this following general reply, and de

parted.

Godli. Father Old Age, it grieves me to find you

thus blind and hardened in your evil ways ; dud the

rather, because I see ) our enemy death also standing

with his sword drawn here at your door, ready to

enter in, and hell is at his heels. Alas, death, who

now shakes his sword over your head, will soon

sheath it into your heart. What will you do who

contemn '1 rue Godliness through ignorance, when

you come to stand before God in judgment, there is

but a little airy breathings between you and eternal

burnings ; it is better to have your eyes open on eartli

to bewail your sins, than to have your eyes open in

bell to bewail your suffering ; though you will nut let

me in now, who would make you happy, yet you will

not be able, ere long, to keep death out, who will

make you eternally miserable. Psal. Ixxxix. 84. It

is sad you will not see your danger, till you cannot

escape from it. As I now stand at your door,

saying, ' Open to me,' but am not let in ; so you

ere long will say, ' Lord, Lord, open to me,' but

you shall be kept out ; for none but those who re.

ceive me into their hearts on earth, shall be received

by Christ hereafter into heaven. Those who con-

teran Godliness here, shall be condemned for their

ungodliness hereafter. Your poor deluded soul, who

thinks its state so good without grace and regenera,

tion, will find it bad ere long under wrath aud con.
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demnation ; ' For except a man be born ajjiiiu, he

cannot enter into the kingdom of Gorl,' John iii. 3.

This is i he day of God's long-suffering, but quick

ly will rome the day of your long-suffering ; for he.,

whose mercy you have abused while you live, wiH

let out his vengeance against you to eternity when

you die, 2 Thess. i. 8, 9. Much to the same pur

pose he spoke to him, and with abundance of sorrow

left him to perish in his sins.

How sad's the case of fruil and mortal man,

Whose time is short, its length is but a span !

In \nnth he'i proud, ambition then so reigns,

That he true grace and godliness disd•iins.

Virtue is then contemn'd, 'tis vice which he

Doth make his choice, but yet does hope to be,

AVhen Old Age comes, another man ; for know,

He would have heaven, but not let the earth go :

But when he's old, sin in him's grown so strong,

He's more averse to grace than are the young.

Take heed you do not on Old Age depend,

Lest he deals by yon like a trait'rous friend.

CHAP. VII.

Showing how True Godliness, in his fresh and late

travels, came into a certain island, where he met

zcith a great number of cursed enemies. Showing

the present state of the church among us, and

abroad in neighbouring nations in the year 1688.

nnRUE Godliness having travelled, as you have

•*• heard, up and down in the >world for many•

years, and suffered d'wcrs hardships, and grand af

fronts and abuses, at last came, by the gracious pro-

Tidence of God, into a small isle. Neither did he
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travel alone, but like a high-born prince (though in

a state of exile for many years past). lie hud some

servants to attend and wait upon him, who loved hiin

and his great Master as their own souls, and above

their natural lives : '1 heir names were True-faith,

lleavenly-new-man, Innocency, Humility, Sinceri

ty, Tem'perance, Sobriety, Faithful, New-obedi-

ence, Hope-well, True-love, Blessed.experience.

Excellent. knowledge, Christian-courage, Vehe

ment-desire, Godly. zeal, &c. Now, alter he had

been there, and was in great esteem and honour for

divers years, yet about forty years ago, lo on a sud

den a black cloud came over him, and a new war was

raised upon him, and upon all his real friends, ser-

Tants, and favorites, which God permitted, to fulfil

an ancient prophecy, for the slaughter ot the two

witnesses, Rev. xu and so, if possible, utterly sup

press, root out, and destroy True Godliness : And

in order to the accomplishing of this, there were let

into the said isle a multitude of outlandish men, call

ed Babylonians, being natives of a great city called

by that name ; so that the said island, by this means,

•was called Sodom and ligypt, * where also our Lord

was spiritually crucified.'

Now these enemies had divers strange and ridicu

lous orders of men amongst them, and all cruel ene

mies to True Godliness, bui^une order proved more

suitable and implacable than all the rest, called by

some Loyalties, being, as it is said, the spurious oli-

spring of one Ignatius Loyola, who were. men of

such base spirits, that they were content to become

mere pimps and panders to the great whore, endea

vouring all ways to allure kings, princes, and mighty
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men to commit fornication with her; and if they

could not effect that, then they persuade subjects to

cast off their allegiance to their temporal sovereigns,

and to own the usurped power and jurisdiction of

their great master the king of Babylon.

Now, these men remembering what a great enemy

True Godliness had been to them in the same isle in

former time!, and how he had forced them to pack

up their trumpery and begone ; nay, and not only

so, but also they found that he had got a great num.

ber of the inhabitants of the snid isle to side w ith him,

against their beloved mistress and great goddess Di

ana, which they feared might stand in the way of her

mounting the saddle once again ; they sought out

many ways to root out and utterly. destroy True

Godliness. and this they did by contriving divers

pints and sham plots ; the first was in the year 1661^

when they craftily ensnaring a company of misled

men. called fifth Monarchy men, who thought in their

own time, and by their Own strength, by outward

force, to have erected True Godliness a most glori-

pus visible kingdom, and by this means the common

enemy took an occasion to call all the friends and

favonriles of True Godliness traitors, and utter ene

mies to kinus ami civil magistracy, which he and they

ever abhorred : but upon this a great persecution was

.raised, and many of the chicfest friends toTrueGod-

liness were imprisoned, and some executed, and ili-

vers died in filthy prisons ; but after this they raised

a worse persecution, and another after that, and at

last they maliciously and trailerously resolved, by a

devilish conspiracy, to destroy True Godliness and

all that favoured him, and to set up false and coun.
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terfeit Godliness in his stead ; and indeed they so far

proceeded, that the friends of True Godline.ss, viz.

The two witnesses of Jesus, were brought under a

civil death, beingdivested ol all power, hrlp, or hope,

and like dead men were cast out by the walls, yet

God defeated their conspiracy so far as to discover

the conspirators, or else, doubtless, True Godliness

and all his favourites had i . . i vod tin• most fat. I blovr

as ever was known, but God would no. navi• the

dead bodies of his witnesses to bj put into graves,

yet divers holy persons were cut ott b) their bloody

and ti ailerons hands in the west. and also in I he chief

city of the isle ; but Goii first saw their i•rat'ty de

sign, and turned their wisdom into foolishness, in that

he made the men of names enemies to tueir treacher

ous prince, and them also who laboured to violate

the laws and consii uhon of the isle.

But lo, upon this, most joyful news arrived; the

Lion of the north, whom God raised up with a mighty

spirit, and with like success, to attempt the deliver.

ance of the whole isle, and True Godliness also;

•which tidings frighted the Babylonians and their

prince also, that on a sudden they all tied, and by

this means, and by virtue of a law made in favour of

True Godliness, the witnesses of Chnst were set up.

on their feet, and stood on firmer ground than per

haps they had for a thousand years before, which

caused no small joy to all that feared God, and were

lovers of True Godliness in the land.

And now, one would think, the sorrows, troubles,

and sufferings of True Godliness were near ended,

and joy filled the hearts of all that loved him : But

alas, alas, it appeared otherwise, for this glorious do.
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Jiveranre and revolution hath not had those desired

effects as might have been hoped ; for although out.

•ward peace and prosperity seemed to favour the isle,

and True Godliness also. yet they were, and still

continue, many causes of great sorrow and grief to

True Godliness and all godly persons, so that at this

very time, behold and see True Godliness hath put

on mourning garments, and is in a withering and

declining condition, and cries out, ' O it was bet

ter with me and my children in times past, when in

Estypt, under servitude and bondage.' The causes

of this lamentation you will have an account of by

and by.

I. It arises from that gross ignorance, blindness,

and superstition, that still covers a great part of the

isle. 2. By reason of the substituting holy writ to

serve a secular design. 3. From the consideration

of the prevalency of almost all manner of heresies

and detestable errors. 4. Particularly by reason of

that great corruption in and about one main pillar

4hat upholds True Godliness, viz. That of justifica

tion ; and errors in this sense have crept in amongst

some who pretend great love to him : but stay, did I

call this a main pillar of True Godliness ? I must say

it is an essential part of what he doth consist; so that

this one, and some other errors, seem to strike at the

very life and being of True Godliness ; so that the

free grace of God, that first shone forth in the be.

ginning of the reformation, seems to be contemned,

and a sad cloud hath spread over fhis poor isle, and

popery creeps in under a new disguise; the internal

acts and inherent righteousness of man is joined to,

or mixed with the perfect righteousness of Christ, t«
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justify a sinner before God ; the gospel and free pro

mise is turned into a mere law, and that we are no

farther justified than we are inherently sanctiQed.

No, this is to stab True Godliness as it were at the

•very heart, or it is to cut off a limb of him.

And as these lay him a bleeding on the one hand,

co others expose him to reproach and shame on the

other hand. Some affirm that the persons of the e-

lect were actually justified from eternity, even before

they did personally exist ; and as much beloved with

a love of complacency, before they obtain a vital

union with Christ; yea, whilst swearers, drunkards,

•whoremongers, thieves, &c. as when they are renew.

ed, regenerated, and sanctified persons; and that the

Holy Spirit, that unites the soul to Christ, makes on.

ly a real, and not a relative change : so that justifi

cation by faith is only declarative to a man's own

conscience.

Now it is evident that this is directly contrary to

True Godliness, and the rule thereof, i. e. the word

of God, that says all men fell in the first Adam by

his disobedience, and are all alike naturally under

sin, death, wrath, and the curse of the law or first

covenant, Rom. v. 12.; all being called ungodly,

. sinners, enemies, servants of sin, dead in sin and tres

passes, children of wrath, without God, strangers

from the life of God, without Christ, under condem

nation, the wrath of God abiding on them (and on

all them) that believe not. John iii. 36.

Can these things be said of justified and pardoned

persons ? and is not Christ to be offered to sinners,

to ungodly persons, condemned persons, as such?

Or arejustified and pardoned men and women, with
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out God, without Christ, condemned or ungodly,

and unbelieving persons? and because the elect were

representatively virtually justified in the actual jus-

tificationof Christ, when he was raised from the dead,

were they therefore then all personally and really

justified, even beforethey personally did exist ? Such

notions as these are raised and cried up, which cast

great contempt upon True Godliness.

Others also deny the deity of Ghristrand his satis

faction, seeking hereby utterly to echpse his glory ;

and others deny his humanity. Some who pretend

to love True Godliness, affirm he is not God of the

essence of the Father, nor man of the substance of

the blessed Virgin, being worse heretics than the A-

drians ; others affirm, that the true Christ is nothing

else but that inward quality or light that is in the

hearts of all men, and these heretics (as one that is

come otf from them says) have deluded one hundred

thousand of souls in this isle, who hardly hold one

sound principle of true Christianity.

Some also deny all revealed or supernatural know

ledge of God and Jesus Christ, and so would pagan

ize the whole land, and magnify the natural religion

of heathen philosophers above True Godliness, and

the saving knowledge of a crucified Jesus.

-<i. Moreover, besides all these abominations, that

respect the principles. of religion, True Godliness in

the fourth place is brought to a low state, by means

of open wickedness, gross profaneness and immoral

ity, which never hardly more abounded, though so

many good men have preached against those evils ;

and others have undertaken to endeavour a refor

mation, but to very little purpose ; the reason thereof
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being through the neglect of such wh« are put into

places of trust, to see vice and ungodliness suppress

ed ; though the renowned and most serene prince of

the isle hath commanded, by severe and strict pro.

clamation, the laws to be put in execution against all

profane persons : but alas, theso evils will never be

prevented unlil two things are done, (1.) Not till

such men are in commission of the peace, or made

officers to do justice, that truly fenr God, and are

lovers of True Godliness. (2.) Not until the san

guine laws are repealed, that have lont> continued

against several actors of wickedness, who are not

guilty of treason nor murder, and other laws are

made in their room, for severe corporal punishment,

and work. houses erected to keep them to hard la

bour, for so many years as the nature of their crimes

may be ; for this punishment atheistical wretches will

dread more than a swing at Tyburn.

5. Another cause is from that great decay of the

power of religion, and strange witherings, and want

of love one to another, amongst them that pretend

to he the chief lovers of True Godliness ; together

with those sad contentions, strife, and divisions that

are among them ; for instead of loving, they do even

geero to hate and reproach one another ; and because

they are not all of one judgmentin somelesser points

of religion, they are strangely alienated from each

Other in their love and affections.

6. /v«.?^/(/,Thedisorderly walkingof church-mem

bers, as in not keeping their plaices in those respec

tive congregations to whom they belong, is also no

small injury, reproach, and scandal to True Godli

ness : members act as if they were under no govern-

H 2
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ment nor covenant to God one to another, and unto

the church, but go astray from the fold, by which

they cast contempt upon the ministry where they are

numbers, and seem to charge God with cruelty to

them, in bringing them to a church where they can.

not profit ; whereas the cause may lie in themselves,

and by reason of an evil itch they have upon them ;

and by this means God hath no Lord's day, hath no

complete church-sacrifice or oblation, but a part, or

but a few persons ; and that which adds to his re.

proach, is that unaccountable practice of one or two

congregations in the great city, who countenance

rents and schism, and contemn the authority of other

churches, by an irregular reception of their members.

Now, from the sense of these things, True God-

. liness broke forth into this bitter lamentation here

following:

Godlinesses Lamentation.

OW shall I express my grief, or utter my com.

plaint ! Oh, the sorrow that seizes on n.y soul !

I that am the noble offspring of the universal monarch

of the whole world, the true favourite of heaven, the

true interest of all nations, kingdom?, and common-

wealths; a fit companion for princes, and alt the

noble ones of the earth ; the only benefactor of all

mortals, that continually seek the good and eternal

felicity of their souls, who strive to deliver them liom

wrath and judgment, and to stop the destroying an

gel from executing vengeance, should thisdiiy be thug

slighted, vilified, censured, and stigmatized, and have

all the manner of cursed and detestable evils and

abominations laid to my charge. For,
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First, I am charged with heresy ; an horrible

erime indeed, but 'tis no other than 1 was of old times

accused with. But what is the heresy ? What my

doctrine is, is showed in the first chapter of this book,

to which I refer the reader ; but I may say with St.

Paul, ' After that way which they call heresy, so I

teach men to worship the God of the fathers,' Acts

xxiv. 14. And not to believe nny thing but what is

written in the Old and New Testament. Counter

feit Godliness, 'tis true, may be justly charged upon

this account, whose errors are capital, as hath been

evinced again and again, by many worthy protestants.

Secondlyi 1 am accused to be a common disturb-

er, a mere ma\f-b.iit, setting one man against ano

ther, the father against the son, and the son against

the father; the mother-in-law against the daughter-

in-law, and the daughter-in-law against the mother-

in-law ; dividing cities, towns, and villages, setting

neighbour against neighbour. O how doth this

•wound my heart ! was ever any dealt with as 1 am ?

Shall such things as these be fathered upon me? I

do this day protest and declare before God and all

the world, 1 am abused and unjustly charged, for I

am for peace, unity, and concord, and always do

teach it ; I abhor strife and contention, and every

evil work, and have endeavoured to bring all men to

. live in love one with another ; but if it fall out at

any time where I am received, that the father is set

against the son, and the son against the father, or

one neighbour against another, 'tis not that I am the

cause of it, but that cursed enemy Pride, Unbelief,

and Sensuality, that is in the hearts of the adverse

party, they having espoused the interest of Apollyon,

H3
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my grand enemy ! and alas ! it will be so, •unless I

could connive at, or bear with, those cursed evils

which are in the hearts of men. But can it bo sup

posed, that virtue should wink at, or side with filthy

vice, or True Godliness allow of and indulge men

in ungodliness, or youth join or close in with error ?

Alas ! should 1 do this, 1 should lose my very bt•in",

and be no more what 1 am ! For as it is impossible

for light to have fellowship with darkness, or Christ

to have concord with Belial ; so it is for me to al

low of or bear with any of the evil enormities of the

children of men : Should my children do it, they

would at that very instant cease to be my children ;

therefore, let all the world bear me witness this day,

that I clear myself of those foul crimes and calum

nies that I am charged with. And farther, to vin

dicate myself, I call in my old friend St. James ;

pray hear what he hath to say about the horrible

charge brought against me. St. James, pray speak

to this great case; from whence comes that strife,

wars, and contention that are in the world ? Am I

the cause of it ?

James. From whence come wars and fighting a-

mong men, come they not hence, even of their lusts

that war in their members? ye Inst and have not;

ye kill and desire to have, and cannot have, &c.

Jam. iv. 1. If you have bitter envyings and strife

in your hearts, glory not, lie not against the truth ;

(mark that) this wisdom descendeth not from above,

but is earthly, sensual, devilish, Jam. iii. 14, 15.

O blessed St. James, thou hast cleared me ; for

I, True Godliness, am the truth : Whosoever re

ceives me receives the truth, the doctrine of truth,
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and the truth of grace. But pray, St. James, go on.

J itmes. Where envy in; and strife is, there it con

fusion, and every evil work. But the wiidom that

is from abuve is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,

easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits,

without wrangling and without hypocrisy.

Godli. It is enough, I always teach men and wt>-

men who embrace me, to be holy, peaceable, gen.

tie, and easy to be entreated ; full of mercy, to hate

hypocrisy, and all the deeds of the flesh. There

fore take notice, if any who are called by my name,

or profess love to me, are unholy, quarrelsome,

given to strife, debate, and contention, falling out

•with their neighbours, making causeless disturbance

in the town, place, or house where they dwell, and

churches also, I do this day disown them : And in.

deed it is they who have in part exposed me to re*

proach and contempt in these evil days.

I am accused also with sedition and faction, and

for being the chief ringleader of sects, &c. But I

may well say with my old friend St. Paul, who was

accused by Tertullus in like sort, being called ' a

pestilent fellow, a mover of sedition,' &c. Acts xxir.

5. J am clear from this evil charge, neither can

they prove this accusation against me ; I have been

travelling up and down in most parts of the earth

for almost 6000 years, and it is strange, were I

really guilty, that none should come forth and prove

it against me. Therefore know ye, that the doc

trine of True Godliness, the offspring of JEHOVAH,

the darling of heaven, does and ever did teach

upon this account, viz. That husbands ought to

love their wives, wives to obey their husbands, chiU
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dren to honour their parents, and parents to carry

it wisely towards their children, and to bring them

up in the fear. and nurture of the Lord. Servants

to obey theii masters, and masters to carry it well

towards their servants ; and neighbours to live in

Jove one with another, church members to love one

another as their own souls, and obey their rulers ;

and subjects to obey their prince. Did I not ever

teach this doctrine, viz. ' That all men ought to be

subject to principalities, to obey magistrates, and to

be ready to every good work' ? Tit. iii. 1. And if

Christians at any. time are by their superiois required

to do such things that they conceive are contrary to

the word and will of God, then ! bid them patient

ly to suffer, and not to resist, but to learn of my

blessed master, who, when he was reviled, reviled

notagain ; and when he suffered, he threatened not.

But palpable it is, if men are bound to submit to

their superiors in all things, in divine matters, what-.

»oever, then the apostles were faulty, who in spirit

ual things cried out, ' Whether it be right in the

sight of God, to hearken to you rather than God,

judge ye,' Acts iv. 19. Besides, this would cause

persecution for ever to cease, and charge all the

martyrs in every age in the world, not only with

disobedience, but also with folly : and then also it

would follow, whatsoever religion in aoy nation the

chief magistrate thereof does set up, must be submit

ted to, which sure no wise man will say ought to be

done ; therefore 1 am for ' rendering to Ca:sar the

things which are Caesar's, and unto God the things

which are God's,' Mat. xii. 17.

But these things are uot the whole cause of nay
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lamentation, but there are many other reasons.

For, alas, alas, what ignorance, blindness, and super

stition is in the land ! The isle was once famous, and

spewed Out those nauseous abominations, which too

many have licked up again. Some say there is DO

great difference between the service of Great Baby

lon, and that which is in this isle; and that which

troubles me most is this,. it is called by my name,

as if it appertained to my ancient form, which is

a great abuse. of me.

2 What pestilent and poisonous errors and he.

resies arc here; the great city seems like a pest.

house, where many have not only the plague-sores

upon them, but also are full of the tokens, sad pre.

sages of eternal death, and wrath in hell.

How is the glory of my great prince eclipsed,

and the light of the gospel darkened I how is light

taken for darkness, and darkness for light ; truth

called error, and error called truth !

3. How doth Ungodliness vaunt himself, and

Profane•ness ride rampant! What multitudes stand

ready to receive my enemy Ungodliness in all his

travels, wheresoever he comes ! the mighty bow

down unto him, and nobles kindly salute him ; both

old and young, rich and poor, adore and hug him in

their bosoms, and make him their love and chiefest

delight ; no laws of nature, nations, nor of grace,

•will or can deter them ; nor the hopes of heaven,

nor fear of hell, whil.it I am contemned, slighted,

and trodden under tlveir feet.

4. And O how are my friends and dear fa•vourites

oppressed and persecuted abroad ! Alas, alas, how•

low is my prince's interest brought in France, in
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the valleys of Piedmont, in the Palatinate and Sax

ony, and almost throughout all nations of Europe!

What dismal sufferings did my nations endure un

der the last great Nimrod and bloody Pharhoh, and

none said, Deliver them ! Nor can they sec an end

of their sorrows.

5. But this is not all in this isle, where most thinfc

the bitterness of death is. over, as to me and mine ;

yet alas, what danger am I and they in i what mul

titudes of Babylonian priests swarm in the westera

part of the great city, and throughout the land!

and what hopes have they of getting the day again?

• and many fear they will obtain thrir desire; for

God is provoked by most people of the present .age,

even both by professors and the profane i A dis

mal hour (mj' enlightened friends foresee) is very

near, but none lay it to heart ! What a multitude of

my choice friends and chiefest preachers of tlie gos

pel are taken away by death in two or three years-

last past! and how few raised up in their stead!

Certainly God will suddenly proclaim war, since te

has called so many of his chiefest ambassadors home ;

tremble, O island, thy sorrowful hour ajjproacheth,

because thou hast contemned me. Yea, and other

causes still I have of lamentation also.

Alas, I am not only abused and laid uraler re

proach by my open enemies, but also basely slighted

by many of those who pretend love and resptct to

me ; most indeed do but compliment me ; they

speak me fair to my face, but their hearts are not

with me: Was tKere ever more godliness professed,

and less practised ; and more without doors, and

Less within ? Did ever Pride, Covetousness, Vain-
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Self-love, Woridly-mindedness, Carnality,

and Luke-warmness attend any people who called

themselves Christians, saints, and members of Christ,

as in these days ? There are some who profess love

to me that 1 am ashamed of; they do me more

wrens; than the open profane. 1 may cry, alas,

and call long enough upon many in ihese days ; nay,

beg as it were upon my bare knees to be entertain

ed by them, and all in vain, for they will not mind

»]'.c. nor take me in ; 1 met indeed with nothing but

leit;rn;d promises from the most of people ; 1 will

open to you, Sir, 1 intend to lef you in, 1 am resoU

Ted to embrace you hereafter, &c. And thus 1 am

put off and slighted from day to day. O how long

have I waited at the doors of some of these deceived

souls, even till they are grown old, and all to no

purpose ! for I have seen death often seize and car.

ry them away before I could get into their houses,

that so I might save them from hell, where now it

is to be feared they arc. O, with what unkind

dealings do 1 meet withal ! Is it not sad, that Vice

and Ungodliness should be by many so countenan

ced, nod•1 hated, resisted, and contemned in every

place, almost by every body ? for Riches contemns

me, Poverty dislikes me, Youth derides me, Old

Age will not know me, Legalist miscalls me, For.

mality plays the hypocrite with me, and the Uaby-

lonians seek tp take away my life; 1 have a multi

tude of enemies, and but a few friends.

But in the midst of my lamentation, the thoughts

of those glorious promises of Goo*, concerning what

lie hath said of me in the latter days, do revive my

heart ; for though I have few to plead my cause, or
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to clear my innocency, and am like to be run down

by Apollyon and his spurious offspring, Lust and

Ungodliness, yet I see my <!ay is coming, ' when

Sin shall be ashamed, and Iniquity slop her mouth,'

Psal. xvii. 42. When. the holy of the Lord shall

be esteemed honourable, and it shall be a reproach

to the wicked. Though I am now slighted, I shall

then be prized; JEHOVAH will make my glory to

shine forth in the midst of all nations, and my chil.

dren shall flourish in every place ; and in that day

none shall dare to open their ungodly mouths against

me, nor shall I need to travel up and down to seek

for entertainment, ' For the knowledge of the glory

of the Lord shall cover the earth, as the waters do

the sea. In that day there shall be upon the bells

of the horses, holiness unto the Lord; and the pots

in the Lord's house shall be like the bowls before

the allar. Yea, every pot in Jerusalem and Judah

shall be holiness unto the Lord of hosts ; and all

they that sacrifice shall come and take of them, and

seeth therein : and in that day there shall be no more

a Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts,'

Zeeh. xiv. 20, 21. Nay, and this also adds to my

joy in the midst of my sorrow ; this longed-for day

is near, and hastens greatly ; it is but a little while,

and there will be a great alteration in the world ; the

angel who enlightens the earth with glory, will sud.

denly cry, ' Babylon the great is fallen, is falleu 1'

Rev. xviii. 2> 13.
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CHAP. VIII.

Shewing hoa> True Godliness after thin travelled to-

wards the city of Jerusalem, near to which was a

small village, called Religion, in which dwelt une

Mr. Legalist, at whose d<>or he knocked ,• show

ing also the cause ichy he did not entertain him.

GcFODLINESS having hitherto happily escaped

with his life, thought it now full time to leave those

parts where he had travelled up and down a great

while, and suffered many hardships (being general-

ly basely slighted and contemned by all wheresoever

he came) and to travel into some other country, n-

mongst people, if he could find such, who were not

so abominably wicked ; however, not such visible

and open enemies to him as others were: And he

thought within himself, it might be his best way to

bend his course towards Jerusalem, for hitherto he

had wandered up and down in fhe confines of Assy

ria, Eduina, Spiritual Sodom, aod Egypt, but so it

fell out, before he entered into Salem, he perceived

a village lying near the city, and the name of that

town he understood was Religion, a place much fre

quented by all true sinners, for so the inhabitants

of the city of Jerusalem arc called. Now he pre

sently made up thither, and being informed that one

Mr. Legalist lived at the town's end, near Mount

Sinai, he resolved to give him a visit, and immedi

ately came to his door, where with great earnestness

he knocked, and he being within, spoke to this par.

pose:

i
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Legal. Who is at my door?

Gudli. Sir, a stranger to yon, though your very

good friend, and one who would gladly hare lodging

in your house.

Legal. What is your name ?

Gudli. Sir, my name is True Godliness.

Legal. I wonder much you should say you are

a stranger to me, whereas 1 have been so long a time

acquainted with you, and know you so well.

• Gudli. Sir, it is your great mistake, for 1 am sure

you know me not, nor were you ever yet acquaint

ed wilh me.

Legal. What, do I not know True Godliness ?

this is strange! do not you and 1 converse together

every day ?

Godli. Sir, I am not the person you take me for,

there is one or two more who go sometimes by my

name, and it is very probable you may be acquaint-

ed with them, pray what are his manners ? what

doctrine I mean doth he teach you ? for by that J

shall know who it is.

Legal. Why, Sir, he teaches me to keep the com

mandments of God, to lead a righteous life, to do

unto all men as I would they should do unto me.

Gudli. O, Sir, that is my friend and honest neigh

bour Morality, one that I love very well, and I am

sure it is your great ignorance to take him for met

he will not say his name is True Godliness ; for.

though in some things we area little alike, I teach.

ing the same doctrine you mention, yet we differ ex

ceedingly in many things. First, We herein agree;

he says you must keep God's commandments,—I

say so too. Secondly, He says you must be righto



*RUE GODLINESS. 09

ous,—I' say the like. And, TJiinlli/, Thai you

must do unto all men as you would thry should du

to you,— I say the very same, it being my Master's

own doctrine.

Legal. Why wherein then, Sir, pray do you dif.

fer?

Godli. He teaches you to serk justification by

doing, but I only by believing : He by keeping the

law, or by living a sober and honest life ; I by God's

free grace, through the merits of Christ.

Legal. What is that, friend, you say, are we not

required to keep the law of God ?

Godli. No, Sir, you ought to keep It as f?r as

you are able, though not as it is the law of works,

but as it is the law of Christ; but you must not

look for righteousness and justification by your

keeping the law in any sense (it was on this very

block the Jews of old stumbled and were broken in

pieces) because you have sinned, and daily do break

the law ; and the least transgression thereof expos-

eth you to the dreadful wrath and curse of God.

Legal, I know I cannot perfectly keep (ho law,

but 1 will do (by the help of God) what 1 can, and

•wherein I, through weakness, do transgress the law,

God is merciful, and I trust he will forgive me.

G»(tli. Forgive you! Why, he hath said he will

' in no wise clear the guilty ;' moreover, ' wha t the

law saith, it saith to them that are under the law,

that all mouths may be stopped, and the whole

world become guilty before God,' Kom..iii. 19.

Legal. What do you say ? Will not God forgive

me, who am a penitent person ? O what a horrible

doctrine is this! I believe he will not forgive tha

i 2
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impenitent, and they are such guilty ones only that

the scripture speaks of.

Gudlt. Mistake not, Sir, all are guilty, all have

broke the law or lirst covenant, all are under sin and

wrath: it is not your repentance will do ; God will

not forgive any man, let him be who he will, except

he believes in Jesus Christ, and takes hold of the

merits of his blood ; ' for as by the deeds of the law

no flesh shall be justified;' so God will not pardon

your sins, notwithstanding your repentance, as a

simple act of his mercy, unless you fly to him through

Christ, who hath satisded his jusiice; for what you

say renders Christ's glorious undertakings vqtdaud i

unnecessary ; and so does cast a great rellcciion upon

the wisdom of God, in sending his Son into the world.

J^egal. How do you makcpxniappear? /

Gtiuli. Do you not say yon will do what you can

to keep the law ; and u herein you transgress, Cuod

will through his mercy forgive you ? .Now, ifjSod •

doth accept of your obedience in keeping the l;iw,

and forgive all your deviations, as a simple act of his

mercy, and that hereby you are jnsiiiicd and accept

ed by him, why then did he send Jesus Christ into

the world, lo die the cursed dea^Jr of the cross ? For

if by this way righteousness and salvation is attain.

able, it is evident Christ has died in vain ; for could

not God have clone all this, if Christ had never come?

Thou art a wretched creature, and therefore look to

Christ, or thou art undone.

Legal. Why do you tell me of Christ? do you

take me to be a sinner like oiher men ? ' Am 1 as

this publican ?' [ have all my days lived a holy and

blameless life, and therefore shall be justified.

UlU

?or *
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Godli. I am ashamed of you ; you hare, it is evi

dent, a slight esteem of Christ.

.Legal. Nay, Sir, do not mistake me neither; I do

not think my righteousness justifies me any other

wise, than through the merits of Christ.

GoiUi. Sir, you err exceedingly ; it is not your

personal righteousness, no, nor through Christ's me-

rits, that does justify, but the personal righteousness

of Christ, received by faith alone. Alas, now you

discover indeed what a great stranger you arc to me ;

you are one of those just men, it seems, that never

•went astray, or righteous ones that Christ came not

to call. Alas, I always do declare and testify, that

all men must perish without faith in Christ. Doth

not the text positively say, ' He that believcth not

shall be damned,' Mark xvi. 16. ' He that hath the

Son hath life ; and he that hath not the Son shall not

see life, but the wrath of God abides upon him,'

John iii. 36. Sir, ' There is no other name giv

en under heaven, whereby men can be saved,' Acts

iv. 12. ' Another foundation can no man lay,

than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ,' 1

Cor. iii. 11.

Come, let me into your house, and I will expel

these dark clouds, and teach you another kind of

doctrine ; I will help you to bu holy, and not to de

pend upon it ; to be righteous, but nut to trust in

it; I will lead you tosay, ' In the Lord have I right'

eousness ;' and that he is made of God righteous

ness, &c. I tell you plainly I cannot speak peaco

to you ; but if I come into .you, you must turn out

of your house those helpless and unprofitable ser-

vants you have got.

i 3
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Legal. What servants would you have me turn

out?

Goilli. Why, you must turn Moses out. Do you

not read, he was not to abide in the house for evtef ?

Mr. Misbelief, and Good-opinion and Self-righte

ousness you must turn out. Nay, in a word, you

must also remove your dwelling farther off from

Mount Sinai : for look about you, begone quickly,

for I see dreadful flashes of lightning, the mountain

seems to be all on fire : and hark! do not you hear

it thunder, Legalist? God is ans>ry with you; Sir,

there is no seeing of his face, but through a Mediator.

Legal. What! must Iturn holyMosesoutofdoors?

Godli. Ay Sir, that you must: do not you remem

ber, that those who said they were Moses' disciples

cast out the poor blind man that received my dear

Master ? It is not Moses nor Elias, but Jesus only

that must dwell with you : nay, and you must cast

out Blind-zeal, Ignorance, and Legal-heart too, for

these are dangerous fellows ; and in their room 1 will

place True-zeal, Right. faith, Broken-heart, and

Good-understanding. Nay , Sir, and let me tell you,

if you do not, and that quickly, expel these out of

your tabernacle, you will be undone, and perish in

your sins ; for notwithstanding your great hopes of

heaven, they will soon thrust you down into hell ;

for publicans and harlots go into heaven before you.

Upon this he began to be very angry, and gave

True Godliness hard words, calling him Libertine

and Antinomian, one that True Godliness does as

little love as he. Moreover, Mr. Legalist told him,

that he was sure tiiat he whom he had already re

ceived into his house was True Godliness; and, saith
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he, you are but an impostor, and in a great rage

bid'Jiim begone from his door.

JJpon this, Godliness perceiving Mr. .Legalist was

sV wfcdded to his own opinion, that there was no

hopes of getting entertainment in his house, he left

him, and travelled a little farther into the town ;

being told one Mr. Baxtcrian lived not far off, with

several others, thought to be sound Christians.

Sad case, most noble prince I what travel still

From place to place, ;md is there none who will

Thee yet embrace? What, not in such a town f

Doth Legalist thus basely tread thee down ?

Nay, of all men, I see there's cause to fear

He never will, blesi'd prince ! to thee adhere:

• What, slighted by professor and profane I

Where's then the man who will thee entertain i

Some men are blind, and therefore perish do :

And those who think they see, these perish too.

CHAP. IX.

Godliness no sooner saw Legalist leave him, but lo

another man of a strange countenance cume up to

him, and it appears he was a Baxterian.

f^ODLINEHS. What are you, Sir ?

^•^ Baxterian. Why do you ask me such a ques

tion ? do not you know me? this is strange, when

indeed I and you have been so long acquainted !

Godli. It is your mistake, Sir, I am sure you are

a stranger to me ; I will not, nor cannot own you

to be a friend of mine.

Baxt. Why not own me, who am the only man

for godliness and righteousness perhaps of all you

have ever met with in all your travels.
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Godli. What righteousness, Sir, are you for ? •

Baxt. I am not for legal righteousness, but for

evangelical righteousness.

Godli. What is that evangelical righteousness you

speak of?

Baxt. Faith and sincere obedience to the gospel,

by which, through Christ's merits, I expect to be jus.

lifii'd, so far as I am enabled to walk up to the rule

of the promise, God having received a full recompense

by his Son's obedience, for the breach of the sererc

law of perfect obedience ; he has removed that law,

and our dear Saviour has merited a mild law of faith

and sincere obedience ; and now, if we obey this

new law, and sincerely serve the Lord, we shall be

justified in his sight, and eternally be saved.

Godli. I thought I was not mistaken in you ; I

concluded that this is that you call evangelical gos

pel, or the only justifying righteousness, which shows

what a dark cloud you are in, and how erroneous

you are, whilst you go about to establish your ovrn

inherent righteousness.

Baxt. It is the righteousness of God, viz. That

righteousness he hath chose, and will accept of, in

stead of a perfect righteousness to the law of works..

Godli. You err exceedingly, and are ignorant of

the righteousness of God, and go about to establish

your own righteousness as the Jews did, Horn. x. 3.

It is Christ's righteousness, or his perfect obedience

only, that justifies a believing sinner, exclusively of

all his own inherent righteousness, Rom. iv. 5, 6.

Rom. iii. 27. And, 1. It is called the righteousness

of God, because Christ is God. 2. As well as that 1

righteousness that answers the rectitude of God's
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holy nature and holy law. And, 3. Also because

God only found it out, and will accept of no other

righteousness to justify a sinner but this only.

Baxl. 1 expect to be justified by the new law of

grace or gospel righteousness ; my hope and tide to

heaven is my obedience to this mild law, which Christ

hath purchased, that is, his merits, and my sincere

obedience, are the matter of my justification.

Godli. Yourgospel is noneof thegosjjel Of Christ,

nor can you be justified by such a righteousness; for

jf your righteousness be mixed with the righteousness

of Christ, it renders the very righteousness of Christ

imperfect, and full of spots, as an old piece of doth

put to a new glorious garment mars all it.•. beauty.

Sir, doth not filth cleave to your best duties of obe

dience ? besides, ' works and grace cannot mix toge.

thcr,' Rom. xi. 6.; it must be wholly of grace, or else

Wholly of works.

Moreover, the law of perfect obedience resulted

from God's pure nature, and not only from his sove

reign will and pleasure, and remains also the same

for ever; Christ has not removed it, though he has

removed it as a covenant of works, yet not as a

rule of obedience. Friend, this doctrine of yours

is against my very being, and it has almost ruined

me, putting me to shame and contempt : And Sir,

know, if God's holy nature is such, that he could

accept of imperfect obedience, sincerely performed,

why did he not give such a law at first ? and so havo

Saved the life of his own Son, whom he sent to sa

tisfy for man's disobedience to his holy law, to show

his nature j i. e. that he is just as well as gracious.
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Sinners are justified without works done by them,

or righteousness wrought in them.

Baxf. I approve not of you nor of your travels :

Does not St. James say we are justified by works?

that justification that Paul speaks of, and James

speaks of, I affirm is one and the same ; and to be

justified by faith, according to St. Paul, and by

works according to St. James, is the same : For jus

tification by works springing from faith, is justifica

tion by faith.

Q•idli. Sir, the Popish doctrine of justification is

as good as yours ; Paul'speaks of the justification

of a sinner at God's bar, through or by Christ's

righteousness ; James speaks of the declaration and

manifestation of the justification of a man to'hisown

conscience, or Paul speaks of the justification of ths

faith of that person,—and is this all one ?

I will not, friend, argue with you any longer, for

you are one of the persons that CBUPC great sor.

row and lamentation to me ; but lo I see another

wan here, who also smiles 1 perceive while we. talk

together. Friend, why do you smile? this is no

laughing matter, I do not like your countenance.

Antinomiun. (For so he is called, it appears).

Sir, I do not smile at you, 1 greatly approve of what

you speak, but I smile at the ignorance of these

Uaxterians, they are very erroneous about justifica

tion, and darken the doctrine of free grace.

Godli. I am afraid you are not sound in this

point no more than he ; pray, friend, what do you

believe about justification ?

Antino. 1 believe all the elect are personally and

actually justified from eternity, and beloved by the
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Lord, with a IOvB of complacency, before they be.

lie've, even when swearers, drunkards, whoremon

gers, &c. as they are after called and sanctified.

Godli. You are certainly a person very corrupt

in your judgment, whose doctrine Jesus Christ

loathes: besides, you talk as if you understand not

common sense; can any be actually and personally

justified before they actually and personally be or

do exist ? I grant, friend, that all God's elect <!<•-

cretively were justified from everlasting ; that is

God did decree to declare and pronounce all his

elect, when they came into the world, and were uni.

ted to Christ, just or justified persons, acquitted,

free, and ever discharged from sin and condemna,

lion.

2. Also they were all representatively justified, as

considered in Christ from eternity, by him ' who

calls things that are not, as if they were,' but actu.

ally and personally they could not be : Nay, friend,

did not all li.c elect fall under condemnation, and

the wrath of God, and curse of the law in the first

Adam, and also personally and actually when they

personally did exist ?

Antino. Yes, I cannot deny that, yet the elect

were all actually justified from eternity.

Godli. What, actually and personally justified,

and yet actually and personally condemned at one

and the same lime! this is strange! And now that

Adam for his first sin, fell under wrath and condem

nation, is evident ; and he being a public person, all

the elect were broughtunder the samecondumnation,

and that sin is charged upon, and imputed to all

persons, as they come into the world and partake of
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this corrupt nature, and so are children of wrath, as

well as all others are one, so by their own actual

transgressions, and so abide until theyare transplant.

ed out of that dead root, and are implanted into Je

sus Christ, and partake of a virtual union with him,

John iii. 18, 36.

Can sin and righteousness be imputed and charged .

upon a person at the same time ? Or are unbelievers

justified persons? Though God justifies the ungod

ly, yet do they remain ungodly when justified before

God., who are now sanctified, though they may iu

Order of nature, yet not in order of time.

Antino. The words in the Old and New Testa

ment, whereby imputation is signified, do both of

them signify an act of the mind and will, an imma.

Bent act.

Godli. Friend, itis true, sometimes when they are

spoken as they relate to men, they do so signify : but

they are not so taken when attributed unto God, but

do always hold forth a transient act, and not an im

manent act, as Gen. xv. 6. ; and xxxviii. 1 5. ; Numb,

xviii. 27. ; Psal. xxxii. I.; and cvi. 31 ; Rom. ir.

6,8.; 2 Cor. v. 19.; nor can any place be produced,

rotating to God as his act, where it is so taken, for it

will otherwise ascribe a fallible judgment unto God,

to say that he imputeth not sin toa justified person,

that is to say, hejudgeth and esteemeth them not to

have sinned, for God's judgment is according to truth;

tind therefore such as have sinned, he looks upon

them as such as have sinned, and he cannot esteem

them such as never did sin, though if he will justify

and pardon them, and deal with them as with such as

have not sinned, and in this sense be imputeth it not
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to (hem whom he justifies and actually pardoneth; to

justify or acquit a sinner, implies he was before guilty

and condemned, and that thus it was with all the elect

before they were united to Christ. The word of God

testifielh, and so doth the Holy Ghost, also by con.
•victions, when he first works upon the hearts and

consciences of sinners; therefore your notion charge*

the Holy Ghost to be a liar.

Antino. That which doth secure men from wrath,

and whereby they are discharged and acquitted from

their sins, is justification, and by this immanent act

of God all the elect are discharged and acquitted

from their sins, and secure from wrath and hell.

Godli. You do not argue well, I shall distinguish

upon your first proposition, i. e. that which doth se

cure presently, actually, fully, and formally from

wrath, without any other cause intervening, is jus

tification ; but 1 deny that election doth presently,

as an immanent act in God, actually, fully, and for

mally discharge the elect from sin, guilt, and wrath ;

no, it is but a purpose in God so to do, were they

not really guilty or charged from eternity, or did not

God as much decree to charge his elect with sin, as

he decreed also in and through Christ, to acquit,

justify, or pronounce them discharged and free from

guilt, sin, and wrath. Sir, the elect are ' born in

sin, and children of wrath by nature,' which they

could not be, if their persons were justified from e-

ternity, and so continue until effectual calling : Al

so, was not the death of Christ a necessary causa

intervening between this decree and their discharge,

for which they are discharged, and without which

they could not so be ? and doth not the work of the

K
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Spirit, in uniting them to Christ, intervene also!

.You must therefore distinguish betwixt God's de»

cree ajid the execution of them.

Election and the death of Christ, it is true, se

cures them from the execution of God's wrath, but

it did not secure them from falling under the sen

tence of this vindictive wrath and justice, and 'tis

true, sin shall not be imputed to them, to their dam

nation in hell, election secures them from that, there

fore when Paul saith, ' Who shall lay any thing to

the charge of God's elect?' Rom. viii. 34. bespeaks

of such of them that are in Christ, ver. 1. or are ef

fectually called, ver. 29. 30. namely, elect believers ;

for you dare not deny but the law of God doth lay

heavy things to tho.ir charge before, and what the

law of God doth, God himself doth.

Antino. You darken the free grace of God, and

jnake faith a cause of our justification, which I deny.

Godli. I will forbear to snow the great absurdi

ties of your notion ; 'tis well known what vile ef

fects it hath had on some persons of late.

Friend, 1 deny faith to be any cause or condition

of justification 'to be performed by the creature, and

such as do assert it is, 1 dislike as much as I dislike

you.

Faith is the instrument, I do own, by which

(when the spirit is infused into the soul) the creature

receives Christ and his righteousness, yet the spirit

(or rather Christ by the spirit) I affirm, does appre

hend the sinner, before he can by faith apprehend

Christ, though the union is not mutual or complete,

until the soul is reconciled to God, as well as God

ii reconciled unto the soul. Friend, dare yo•u say.
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that actual justification of a person is without faith ?

You may (should you so say) affirm men have life

in them who aever ' ate Christ's flesh, nor drank

his blood,' which the Lord Christ says positively,

they Jiave not, nor can have. Friend, were the

Israelites, who were stung with fiery serpents, heal

ed before they looked up to the brazen serpent,

and were they to look up unto it only, to know

they were healed? for so your notion teacheth men

to believe.

Moreover, doth not a vital union with Christ

make a relative change, as well as a real change ?

Or are the elect no otherwise dead in sin and

trespasses by nature, and children of wrath, but in

their own consciences ? how then is it said they were

so as others are, by nature children of wrath? and

must not ministers preach the gospel to all, as un

done, naked, and miserable sinners, and affirm they

are condemned, and that the wrath of God abides

upon them, and on all that believe not in Christ:

Or, Sir, are justified persons naked ? or do you see

your error ?

Antino. 1 tell you I like you not, nor do I regard

what you say; 1 am for free grace; God sees no

sin, nor ever did in his elect, nor need they mourn

for sin, nor doubt, nay, tho' they are ungodly,

their state is good, say w.hat you will.

Godli. You are such who expose me and my

friends to reproach ; your doctrine, alas, tends to

looseness and ungodliness. I also hear that your

preachers never pray for pardon of sin, and also

tolerate ignorant people to rend themselves from the
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true churches of Christ, and will hardly allow any

to be true ministers but themselves.

Those of your communion 1 see are just like the

church of Laodicea, i. e. increased in goods, and

have need of nothing in their own sight,—not poor

in spirit ; for it doth not appear it is so, when jour

haughty preachers are so full, that they need not

confess their sins, nor ask pardon of God ; for it

seems some of them never do this.

What thougli believers, as to vindictive wrath and

justice, arc pardoned for ever, as to all sins past,

present, and to come, must they not therefore beg

forgiveness? may they not desire God to impute

Christ's righteousness to them, because they believe

Gcd doth do it ? and may they not also pray that

God would pass by their common infirmities as a

tender father, and chasten them ?

Moreover, friend, is not that an evil notion, that

renders sin in the elect a small and trivial thing in the

sight of God ? nay, that he sees no sin in them, nor

doth regard it at all ; and this because he doth not

so see it as to let out his vindictive justice against

them for it, or doth not require satisfaction for it at

their hands, he beholding them in the righteousness

of his Son.

But doth it from hence follow he is not offended

•with them for their sins, and, as a displeased and

grieved father, will not chastise them ? Certainly

your notion opens a door to looseness and licentious

ness, which is against my nature and very being :

Friend, 1 know what your evasions are, but 1 will

leave you, and at this time talk no more with you,
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CEIAP. X.

Showing how Godliness came to one Mr. Formalist's

door, who bid him very welcome ; but he suspect

ing hi* integrity, and that he harboured divers

gra;d enemies ofhis, particularly one Hypocrisy,

refused to go in. Also how Hypocrisy came to be

discovered ; wherein you have his character, or d

. clear and compendious description ofhim. Show

ing likewise how Mr. Formalist at last refused to

entertain True Godliness.

OrODLINESS being, as I told you, informed thai

there was another great professor living in this viU

lage or town of Religion, he thought it was convex

nient for him to see whether he might not get a lodg

ing in his house, because he was a man whom all the

neighbourhood said had a great love to True Godli.

ness ; nay, many Terily thought he had a long time!

taken up his lodgings with him, and wondered when

they heard him ask for his house (for by that means

they perceived he was a stranger to him) but it was

a considerable time before lie Could find where he

dwelt. For it appeared he was called by another

name, viz. Devotion ; but at last coming by one

man's door, and by another, he heard a man at pray.

er, and he spoke so loud, that all who walked along

the street with much ease might hear him ; he then

presently concluded^ it was very probable he might

dwell there ; and to his door he came, and knocked

as he used to do, and was soon heard.

Formal. Who's there?

Godli. My name is True Godliness.

a. 3 "'
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Formal. True Godliness, pray Sir come in; there

is none in all the world 1 love more ; the best room

in all my house is at your service ; pray •where have

you been, and what news do you hear ? are the Im

perialists and Turks at peace, and all things adjust

ed ? how go things in the world ? how doth it fare

with our poor Protestant brethren in France ? what

news from Scotland ? when will the times be better?

Many such questions he asked, and professed abun

dance of respect to True Godliness, and, as you

heard, bid him come in, but never went about to o-

pen the door. Godliness was grieved to find him so

full of words ; but more especially because he took

up his time, and troubled his head so much to en

quire after news, nay, and that too when he should

open to True Godliness ; and just upon ending his

devotion, for it appears he had newly done prayer;

yet nevertheless Godliness very coldly answered him

to this purpose.

Gadli. Sir, as to your first. question, I answer (be

ing willing to inform you where I have been) 1 have
•wandered about from place •to place to seek enter

tainment; I mean a fit and convenient lodging for a

little time, for it will not be long ere I have done tra.

veiling ; but 1 am fallen into such an evil and peril-

pus time, that scarcely any body will show me the

favour as to take me in, and make me welcome :

Riches, Poverty, Youth, and Old Age have all refu.

sed me, and shut their doors most basely upon me ;

and since 1 came into these parts, and particularly to

your town, where every one concluded 1 should be

inost kindly embraced, the very first man 1 came to

hath denied me entertainment, nay, and not only so,

fcut also called me at his pleasure.
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Formal. What man is that, for God's sake ?

Godli. Friend, don't take God's name in vain, I

cannot bear it: but to answer your question, the

man is called Legalist.

Furmat. O Sir, there is not a man in all this town

more haughty, proud, and conceited, than he; he

concludes, 1 warrant you, that he hath godliness e-

nough already ; he makes, in truth, the whole of re.

Iigion to consist in principles of morality : 1 have

heard him say, that if a man do lead or square his

life but as near as he can, according to the law of the

ten commandments, not being guilty of gross sins, oc

•wilfully break any precepts of the two tables, he

shall be saved. Now he never considers all the while

the necessity of faith and regeneration ; and although

he trusted thus to his own righteousness, yet I could

pick many holes in his coat, for he is a very worldly,

proud, and passionate person ; nay, and he himself

confesses he is a sinner, and yet would be justified

by the law ; whereas, you know, the least tins, lusts

of the heart, and evil thoughts, arr a breach of it,

and the smallest breach is death and eternal wrath,

without a compensation made to onended justice ;

and none was able to do this but Jesus Christ, and

none have the blessing of his undertaking, but such

only who do believe.

Godli. You seem to have a good understanding,

and can talk well, but how comes it about you let nm

stand all this time at your door ? Is this your kind-

nesstome? \Vhatsigni6esyourknowledgeand parts,

except you entertain True Godliness ?

Formal. 1 have opened (you may perceive) to you

already, yon are in my affections, and 1 will farther

open to you ; pray come in.
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Godli. Nay, do not mistake yourself, you Iiave

opened to me in one respect, but not in another ;

you seem to like my form, but not my power ; my

external rites, but not my internal life. I am indeed

received into your head, but not into your heart ; I

may be, in your judgment, worth embracing, but

your will consents not to receive me ; you like my

garb, but love not my person ; you are, I know, a

professor of me, but not a possessor of me; the truth

is, I suspect you.

Formal. Suspect me, Sir! for what ?

Godli. That you have one or two implacable ene

mies of mine hid secretly in your house.

Formal. Who, 1 Sir! God forbid I should hide

any cursed enemies of True Godliness: Who are

they ? Pray tell me their names.

Godli. Old-man, Carnal-affections, and Hypo-

crisy.

Formal. As touching the Old-man, there is no

Christian, you know, can be quite rid of him ; but

God forbid that 1 should show him any countenance :

and as to Carnal-affections, in this you do mistake,

for my affections are spiritual. Hut why should you

think 1 harbour Hypocrisy in my house ? 1 will as-

sure you there Is none in all the world I hate more

than that base fellow, for I know God abhors him ;

and shall 1 show countenance to him ? Lord, be it

far from me !

Godli. Nay, Formalist, be not too confident, it is

not your bare denial of it which is sufficient to acquit

you of the suspicion 1 havcof you upon thisaccount;

but since you deny it, I will see if 1 cannot find ham

out, for you ha•ve a certain officer in your house, who
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I am sure can make a righteous decision, if he he not

basely corrupted anil blinded by your pretending so

rnurh love and zeal to seeming holiness. 1 know he

will not flatter any man, but speak according to his

light and knowledge impartially at all times. Sir, I

•will appeal unto him.

Formal. What is his name ?

Gudli. His name is Conscience.

Upon this Conscience was called, and inquired of

afltr this manner.

Godli. Conscience, I do require yon in the fear of

God to answer me a question or two concerning your

master ; doth he not secretly lodi>e and hide one in

his house called Hypocrisy ? for I very much suspect

him herein to be guilty ; what do you say ?

Consci. Sir, if you please to give me his character,

or give me some certain signs of his behaviour and

properties, whereby 1 may know him, I will faith-

fully discover all that 1 understand as touching this

matter.

Godli. Conscience, I thank you, you speak like

an honest man, and indeed I have always found you

impartial according to your light; 1 will then give

you such a description of this subtle and deceitful

•.enemy of mine, that you cannot well mistake ; and

this I shall do by propounding a few questions to you.

First, Sir, waa he ever thoroughly wounded in the

sense of sin, as it is sin, being convinced of the ugly

and abominable nature thereof, there being nothing

in all the world more hateful to God than that; not

only convinced of the evil which does attend it, or is

the fruit of it, but also of that cursed evil there is in

it, it being utterly contrary to the holy and pure na.
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ture of God, a breach of his law, and that which

hath made a breach between God and man, and base

ly defaced the image of God in him, and is the abso

lute cause of all that abominable enmity that is in his

heart against God, and me his blessed offspring; and

also makes man in love with the ways of the devil,

nay, to be like the devil, conformable to him, and

to do his will.

Secondly, Is there no one sin that secretly he lores,

and lives in (the evil habits never being broken) ?

Have you found him now and then telling a lie for

his advantage sake, or in telling of tales or stories,

adding to them to please the company, or to excuse

himself when accused of this or that, that so he may

gain credit ? Is he not sometimes overtaken by drunk

enness ? Is he not proud, minding more the honour,

praise, and applause of men in what he doth in reli

gion, than the praise of God ? Is he not covetous ?

Doth he give according to his ability to the poor ?

Doth he not rob God to serve the world; I mean neg

lect hearing of God's word, and other indispensable

duties, for worldly pro lit sake, andso prefer the world

above the word? Doth he never in trading offend

you, in speaking better of his commodities than they

deserve ? Is not the world more ir» his love and affec

tions than God and Jesus Christ? Does he always

give good and just weight and measure, and not take

unlawful profit? Doth he not make gain of godliness,

and use religion as a cloak to cover his secret sins ?

Doth hecoucern himself for the interest of thegospel,

and his opea-heartednessshow upon that account he

loves Christ above son or daughter ? Is he resolved

to part with all rather than to sin against God, and



TRUE GODLINESS. • 119

to offend you Ms poor Conscience ? Doth he see more

evil in the least sin, than in the greatest sufferings ?

Thirdly, Doth he desire as much to have his sins

mortified as pardoned, to be made holy here, as well

as happy hereafter ? Is he as much in love with the

•work of holiness, as with the wages of holiness ? Doth

he love the word of God because of the purity of it ?

Is he willing to bear the cross as well as wear the

crown ; to be with Christ in his exaltations hereaf.

ler ; to live to God on earth, as well as to Jive with

God in heaven ?

Fourthly, Is he the same in private as in public ?

Doth he not rest satisfied upon the bare performance

of duty, not minding whether he hath met with God

or not ? Doth he pray in public as if men saw him,

and in private, as knowing God sees him ? Doth not

his satisfaction lie more in his asking of God, than

in his receiving from God ? Does he not seek more

for suitable words in prayer than for a suitable heart ?

Doth he not study more for acute expressions to af.

feet the hearts of others, than to meet with powerful

impressions upon his own ? Doth he not lengthen his

prayers before others, and hurry them over in pri

vate? Doth he as much endeavour afier what he

needs from God, as that which he needs of God?

fifthly, Can he bear reproofs kindly for his faults,

and take them patiently ; nay, and esteem him his

greatest friend that deals most cordially with him ?

Is he ready to take shame to himself,• and give glory

to God? Can he be contented in the ways of God,

though he meets with little sensible comfort from

God, nor outward respect from saints?

isixthli/, Doth he as much desire to have his heart
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filled with grace, as his head with knowledge ? Doth

he take as much care to make the glory of God his

end in what he doth, as the command of God his

ground in what he doth ?

Seventhly, Is he not more severe in pressing the

lessor concerns of religion, than in urging the great

er ? Doth he not require those duties of others, which

he himself is loth to practice ? Is he not more curi

ous to know other men's conditions than his own ?

EigHthiy, Hath he received a whole Christ with a

•whole heart? First, A whole Christ comprehends

all his offices, and a whole heart comprehends all his

faculties ; hath he received Christ not only as a priest

to die for him, but also as a prince to rule over him ?

Doth he obey all God's precepts, as well as believe

all God's promises? Secondly, As to his faculties,

his understanding may be somewhat enlightened, but

his affections may be carnal, and his will oppose me,

being averse to True Godliness. Is not his heart

divided ? Come, Conscience, 1 do now command you,

in the presence of the great and dreadful God, who

searches all hearts, to makea righteous decision ; tell

me plainly, is my enemy Hypocrisy here or no ? By

these brief hints you may easily know him.

Conscience, Sir, I must confess Hypocrisy is here ;

now I have found him out; nay, Sir, and he hath

hid him secretly in his house ever since he came to

live in this town Religion ; he is seemingly holy, but

really wicked ; he loves the face of holiness, but is

without the grace of holiness ; his greatest care hath

been to wash the outside of his platter ; if he can

but keep his name from being reproached by men,

he cares not though his heart be grievously defiled
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before God. Should I tell you of all those lusts

•which he harbours in his heart, and what favour he

shows to that old man, you mentioned before, I

should quite shame him; he is a saint indeed abroad,

but a heathen (to say no worse) at home ; he prays,

hears. and reads, but it is to keep up his credit, name,

and esteem amongst many Christian men of this

town ; for I have often found him very weary of

these duties, God knows it as well as I ; nay, Sir,

he would seldom pray at all, were it not to quiet

me, for he doth not love my lashes; besides, he per.

forms them with a sod, cold, dead, carnal, and life

less spirit; he is much for the lesser things of reli

gion, as you minded ; he keeps a mighty stir about

mint, anise, and cummin, but quite neglects the

greater and more weighty things ; nay, there is one

thing more 1 will tell you, as he does not love strict

Godliness himself, so his heart is ready to rise a.

gainst all such who out-do him. Sir, he is a mere

dissembler, yet he would be thought as religious a

man as any in the town : I find him also much 11-

broad finding of faults in others, or espying the mote

that is in his brother's eye, but never minds the beam

that is in his own ; nay, and he is ready to fall out

•with many good Christians, because they will not

follow him in habit, mode, and gesture, &c. In a

word, most of all those black marks of this deceitful

vill;mi Hypocrisy, you hinted at, I find in him also.

(jfodli. Conscience, say no more, I see I was not

mistaken ; and now Formalist, are not you a wretch,

to pretend kindness to me, and secretly thus to en.

tertain one of my worst enemies ? Sir, it is you wha

have brought so great a reproach upon this poor
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town Religion, and on nil its inhabitants; nay, and

it is through your means I am so basely vilified and

condemned by that blind fellow Ignorance, for he

is ready to conclude, that all my friends and true

favourites are such as yourself, viz, mere loose and

formal hypocrites : Besides, you are like to be un

done, and perish for ever, unless you do the sooner

turn this vile enemy of mine out of doors ; for I ex-

pect no other but that you Till in a little time fall

into apostacy : But should you die first, yet assure

yourself you will be damned ; for helFis indeed pre

pared for such as you are : You are, poor creature,

in the worst condition of all men ; for the wicked

hate you, because you pretend so much love to Re

ligion and Godliness; God also, because you are

not real, but only pretend love to them, being not

sincere and upright in your profession.

Formalist at this began to be very angry, being

greatly offended at True Godliness, for he could not

endure to see his state ript open, nor did he like to

hear of his present nor future misery ; being persua
ded by Mr. Vain- hope, Unbelief, a•nd Good-opin

ion, to think his condition, for all this, might be safe

enough. However, Vain-hope told him, though at

present his state might be doubtful, yet he should

have many days on earth, and that he might repent,

and set all things at right before he died ; whose

•word•and promise he adventured to take, and so bid

True Godliness adieu : And no man's state in all his

travels he did indeed more lament; and his soul be.

ing almost overwhelmed with sorrow, he. broke out

to this purpose, and departed:

Passion o'erflows ! why melt I thns with sriefj

For him whose truit'rous heart denies relief!
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Bat what could I expect, false wretch, from thee,

Who harbour'st in thy house Hypocrisy ?

A feigned friend's worse than «n open foe,

And unto me oft lime? more wrong dses do.

Of all to who i I am by Jesus sent,

O'er thee, O Formalist, I do lament.

I know there's cause, were things considerM well,

Thou snffer'st here, and yet must go to hell.

Hated of God and man, what can be worse

Than the wrath of Man, and great JEHOVAH'S curse ?

Farewell, poor soul ! is this thy love to me i

Must I be gone ? Adieu, adieu to thee.

CHAP. XL

Showing how Godliness, travelling farther into the

town called Religion, saw abundance of people,

who had been great professors, getting away out of

the town as fast an they could. Showing also what

discourse he had with one of them ; wherein the

nature and danger qfapostacy is plainly opened.

CjTODLINESS had no sooner left Formalist's

door, and gone a little farther into the town Reli

gion, but he espied a great number of people hast

ing out as fast as they could go ; nay, he observed

»ome of them ran,' though others of them went very

softly. At first he wondered what the matter was,

because the town was a little before looked upon to

be a very safe and honourable place to dwell in as

any in all the country, and had as great and glori

ous privileges belonging to it ; but upon enquiry,

he was told there was a number of lions, ravenous
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wolves, and other evil beasts, who had been for a

long time shut up in their dens, a getting out, and

they having been a great while kept without prey,

they were afraid they should be torn in pieces : But

he observing which way they went, was the more

amazed ; for he perceived plainly they all steered

their course directly towards the great city Babylon,

which he saw likewise a falling, and was sure would

suddenly in one hour be utterly destroyed.

True Godlines at this seemed so mightily concern-

ed, that he could not lot them all pass without speak

ing to them ; and minding one of them to look like

a sober man, though he hung down his head as if he

had been ashamed, resolved to have a little discourse

•with him, to whom he spake after this manner:

Godli. Sir, what is the matter you leave this townj

and haste away so fast ? when you first took up your

dwelling here, did you not intend to abide in it as

long as you lived :

Apostate, (For that it seems was his name).

Truly, Sir, I did intend it ; I had a great love for

this poor town, but I must remove out, and be gone

now.

Godli. Why must you ? is there a necessity laid

upon you to quit this place, this honourable town,

Religion ?

Apost. Sir, I shall be destroyed else, for the walls

of late are much gone to decay; I do not see that

safety to reside here as formerly : Beside*, they say

there is a great number of lions, Romish wofres,•

•and other beasts of prey breaking out upon vS'f. jfcntt

I am afraid if I should escape with my life, ye.tifty-

ing a fe\v sheep and lambs, they will devour thenii
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Truly, Sir, I do it to save what I have, yet I wish

very well to the place.

Guilli. It is very like you speak the truth in this;

but, Sir, whither are you going ?

Afostt 1 am going towards the confiuca of Baby

lon. that great city.

G<iilli. 1 am heartily sorry for you ; let me per

suade you to turn back, and rest in this town : Sir,

do not fear those lions you speak of; for God hath

said he will break the teeth of the lions, the old lion

and the lion's whelps, Job iv. 10 ; Psal. Ivi. 6 ; but

•what though they should destroy your substance, is

not your soul worth moie than all the world ? Mat.

x\vi. 'id. Conic, go back again with me, and I will

dwell with you, and be a sure defence to you, so that

you will not be hurt, let lions, wolves, and devils too,

do what they can. My name is True Godliness.

Sir, 1 have saved many •thousands from ruin, in as

great danger as you can be in.

Ai>o>>t. Sir, there will be no safe living for me; I

must quit the place, the town is besieged.

Godli. What though it is besieged ! God is able to

defend it, and will bo a wall of tire about it. But

why, Sir, do you choose that great city you speak of

for your habitation ? I perceive you intend to go fur

enough.

Apost. Sir, do not mistake me, T do not intend to

go so far, but to return again when the danger is over;

at present I will go but a little way out of town.

Godli. Sir, you show yourself to be a naughty, a

traitorous, and hypocritical person ; will you leave

this town in its distress ? If the danger be great which

attends it, you had the more need to abide in it, to

L 3
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strengthen and encourage the poor inhabitants. Pray,

Sir, do not show so base and cowardly a spirit : what

is this less, than to betray the town to the enemies?

Is not the strength ofany place the people ? Besides,

your flying mightily encourages the adversaries; for

by this means they may think to frighten all out, and

then with much ease take the town, and utterly de

stroy it. Also you weaken the hands, and sadly

grieve the hearts, of all true Protestants, Whose chief

treasure lies in the town, and cannot be removed out:

and it being also their spiritual native place, they re-

sol veto abide in it to the last, let what will come. Yon

say you intend to return again when fhe danger is

over. What dangers you see above others, to move

you to quit the town, 1 know not ; but let me tell

you, few who leave this town, out of fear of human

loss or danger, do return again.

You say you intend to go but a little way ; alas !

you cannot tell where you shall stop ; when once

you leave the true religion, yon desert God's gra

cious protection ; you may not only cleave to papis

try, but atheism, or any thing: come, go back, let

me save you from a fall : why will/ you leave that

religion you have been so long established in ?

jflpost. Sir, I retain the same principles fhut 1• for.

merly held, and my love is the same to the town as

it was.

Godli. Poor wretch, you own the principles of

the frue religion, and yet cleave to idolatry and su

perstition. The three worthies of old, by your ex

ample, might have retained faith and right• principles

in their hearts of the true God. and yet have bowed

down to the golden image, and so needed not to hare

exposed themselves to a hot fiery furnace.



tRUE GODLINESS. 127

Nay, by this doctrine, who needs suffer persecu

tion ? Besides, it renders all the martyrs of old to be

mere fools and madmen. What do you say ? will

you return ? My company, one would think, might

allure you.

jt•post. No, Sir, I have formerly had your com

pany, and I do not find you so pleasant a companion :

besides, the town is sadly divided amongst themselves ;

those who love you do not agree.

Godli. Nay, Sir, now you are out, for you and I

never dwelt together yet ; for had I ever took up

my dwelling with you, I would have kept you from

this great fall : you will prove yourself a mere hy

pocrite, one that never loved God nor the town of

Religion in your heart. Sir, uprightness and sin.

cerity of heart preserve from apostacy : and what

though the town is divided, it is my grief to sec it ;

fcut you had more need to abide in it, to do what you

can to persuade them to love and union, however,

to unite in affection. Come, humble yourself before

God for this great sin, and let us dwell together now,

and thou shalt abide secure, notwithstanding the di

visions within, and troubles without, and have most

sweet peace and inward joy ; yea, such as thou ne

ver hadst in all thy life. What dost thou say ?

dpost. Sir, hold your peace, and say no more ;

I am resolved to be gone.

Godli. Well, since I see I cannot persuade yon to

return, but that you are resolved to leave True Re-

Kgron, and not receive True Godliness, I will tell

you what your present state is, and what your fu

ture portion is like to be for ever hereafter.

Apost, Sir, pray be silent, I do not love to hear it.
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Godli. I do not care whether you do or not, I

will show it. i

Fir.sl, It appears, as I hinted before, that you

were never truly converted, being no part of that

good ground Christ speaks of, Mat xiii.

Secondly, You are, it appears, forsaken of Go<? ;

he hath left you, or else yon would never think of

cleaving to Mystery Babylon.

Thirdly, Either tiod will let conscience out

against you, to tortm•nt vou, as he did upon Fran

cis Sp^ra, or else wholly give you up, as he did Is.

rael of old, to your own heart's lusts, to walk in

your own counsel.

tourthly. Your sin tends towards the sin against

the Holy Ghost, that shall never be forgiven, neither

in this world, nor in that which is to come ; for you

have beci• a person, I hear. much enlightened, and

now wilfully cast off God and religion ; pray read

these scriptures, Heb. vi, 4, 5. ; Heb. x. 26. 28.

Ftj'fhlt/, Jesus Christ will be ashamed of you at

the last da>, when he comes in the glory of the Fa

ther, with all his holy anaels. Mark viii. 38.

Sixthly, 'Those who set their hands to the plough,

and look back (remember) are not fit for the king

dom of heaven,' Luke ix. 62 ; nor will God's sx>ul

take pleasure in them.

Seventhly, Without you icturn back, you are like

to have the hottest place in hell, Rev. xiv. 10.

Eighthlyrfhe place you are uoing to is like sud

denly to be destroyed. Do you not read how just at

the time. when her judgments come upon her, she

saith in her heart, ' I sit a queer., and •shall see no

sorrow, nor no widowhood, nor loss of children an^

more.'
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Ninthly, Remember the fearful end, and what

dreadful judgment, God hath many times, in divers

ages, brought upon such false and traitorous persons

as you are. Besides, who will trust you? For you

that are false to your God, and to your own soul,

•will never be faithful to men. Come, that very way

you think to save all, you may lose all. Besides,

Sir, lef*me tell you, Light is sown for the righteous

(though it is a dark time now) and joy for the up.

right in heart. Nay, and this precious seed is sown,

as i could show you, in this present dispensation :

but I am in haste. What do you say to these tilings?

will you return ?

jjpost. I dare not, Sir, at present.

Gudli. Well then, I see you love the world above

Christ. I have but little more to say unto you :

but Sir, what man in his right mind would, to pre

vent a few sparks, leap into the fire ; or to save his

hat, would lose his head ? Alas ! whilst you seek

to save your estate, you are like eternally to lose

your poor soul.

Apost. Well, Sir, trouble not yourself, I will

talk no more with you. Farewell.

Godli. Adieu then, poor deceived soul.

Away he went as fast as he could go, towards the

great city Babylon.

Godliness having thus parted with him, at last he

met a man trarellinginto the town of Religion, being

not very rich nor very poor, but in a middle state

between both ; and he looked as if he had a mind

to take up his dwelling in this place, for he inquired

•where he might have a convenient house. Godli

ness was much pleased with his person, because,
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•when others were hasting to leave the town, he was

hasting into it ; besides he had a very serious coun

tenance.

Now, he had no sooner settled himself in a habita

tion, but Godliness knocked immediately at his door,

hot doubting now but be should find his sweet friend

Consideration ; yet Godliness first bewailed the

apostate's condition. *

Farewell; farewell, thou monster of mankind,

Look east and wi•st, see, see if you can fiud

A man who may with this sad soul compare:

Will he return ? or, if he does, is there

A ground to hope repentance he may meet,

Who treads the truth, n.iy .lesus, under feet?

Can any man on earth ere come to be }

A full, complete, and just epitome V

Of sin and wrath? O then, Sirs. ihis is he J

Who turns his back on Christ, to ISabel flies, '

He unto falsehood cleaves, the truth denies.

CHAP. XII.

Showing hota Godliness, coming to one TTionghtfid't

hou*t, found there hit friend Consideration, whom

he find a long time ••ought for. Also •the great op

position Consideration tttet 'withal.

/7J.O13LINESS being no' without hopes of finding

^"^ Scrums Consideration (for so sometimes he is

called) in or near (his place, chanced to knock, as

you heard before, at a man's door, who was newly

come to dwell in ihe town Religion. Now this per.

son, formerly, as it appears, had been a very great

.enemy to True Godliness, having lived a grievous,

Joose, and profuse life, and, like the prodigal, wasted
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nil his chiefest substance. Godliness had not long

knocked and called at his door, before he listened to

him, and spake within himself to this purpo.se :

Who is this that is come to my door ? Sure, said

he, this is a voice different from any 1 ever heard in

my life ; and he doth not knock also as others use to

do At last he cried out, Who is there ? Who is it

that is at my door ? Your name, Sir ?

Godlt. Soul, Christ is at the door, and I his noble

and renowned offspring, True Godliness. Dost

thou remember that word, ' Behold I stand at the

door, and knock,' &c. Rev. iii. 20. Sir, now I will

ask you the like question, Pray what is your name ?

I hope I am come to the right door.

He told him his name might very 'well be called

loose and ungodly Prodigal ; for, said he, I have

hitherto lived a very wicked life : but some call me

of late Thoughtful, because I am, blessed be God,

newly come to myself, by thinking upon my latter

end, and the evil of my former ways.

Gudlt. But why dost thou choose to take up thy

dwelling in this village now, when so many are go.

ing out ?

Thoughtful. Sir. it is because I hear it is the best

town in all the couiMry to secure a man from danger

in evil times, provided 1 can but get a place in one

of its strong-holds in the heart of the town; for I

have heard there is no safe dwelling at the town's

end, no, nor any where in the suburbs.

Besides, i was told lately, that Babylon, where I

have dwelt till now of late, will suddenly be destroy-

ed : [ do it indeed to save my own soul ; 1 art, Sir,

desirous to find out, if it may be, where true peace,
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happiness, and eternal felicity is to be had ; for I see

they are not to be found in those paths I formerly

walked ; I mean in the ways of riches, honour, and

the pleasure of this world.

Godli. I commend thee, honest Thoughtful ; thou.

hast done wisely, and like a considerate man ; pr'y-

thec let me come in and dwell with thee, and thou

wilt find this poor town the most safe and most se

cure place, in .these dangerous times, in all the

world. Sir, I have wandered about a long time,

travelling from place to place, to seek for one whom

I bear much good will to, but hitherto I have not

found him ; his name is Consideration : And many

things more he said, to make him in love with True

Godliness.

Upon this, Consideration, who it seems was with.

in, whispers Thoughtful in his ear, and said, this is

he that can alone make thec happy, if he be readily,

sincerely, and heartily embraced and entertained.

Is it not good for thee (o muse upon the worth and

excellent nature of thy soul ?. Thou art made a man,

and therefore for a nobler and higher end and em

ployment, sure, than eating and drinking, sleeping,

and playing,and wholly to mind thy trade and se

cular atlairs, and to enjoy sensual pleasures, a hap

piness which beasts arrive to as well as thee. For

this glorious soul which lies in thy bosom, is capa

ble of knowing God, and of enjoying union and

communion with him for ever: So that all those

who suffer the honours, profits, and pleasures of the

world, to take up and engross their hearts, go astray,

and err from the great end of their creation. Alas 1

there is nothing, doubtless, can fill the desires of thj
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soul, or be its tummum bonum, but God himself:

Thou hast hitherto suffered thy affections and do.

sires to run after whatsoever thou coulde*t think

might yield thec true felicity ; but it is evident there

is nothing thou can find here below that can satisfy

thy thirsty and ever-craving soul. Riches, which

sometimes thy heart hath been so much set upon,

cannot be thy summum bonum, or chief happiness ;

for they are uncertain, fleeting, and variable things ;

and let a man have never so much of them, yet he is

still craving and desiring more, so that it is, as Solo.

nion says, ' He that desireth silver shall not be sa.

tisfied with silver.'

Secondly, Honours are of like nature; and be.

sides their vanity, they depend on the minds, will,

and humours of men ; who are changeable and in.

constant.

Thirdly, Pleasures and voluptuousness, they are

common, as I told thec, with beasts as well as men,

and also have annexed their sting and discontention

when they are past.

Besides all this, Consideration, to induce him to

open to True Godliness, bid him ask his soul in what

state it now was? what it was a.doing ? and whi

ther it was a-going ?

First, He endeavoured to show him that his soul

iras in the gnll of bitterness, and in the bond of ini.

quity, being under the law and curse of God, both

in respect of original and actual sin ; he having not

closed with Christ, nor received True Godliness.

Secondly, Then as to what he was a.doing, he

bid him see if he did not neglect that one thing

needful. Have you, said Consideration, made reli
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gion your chief business since you came to live in

this place ? hcve you not rather spent too much of

your time about notions and airy speculations F

Thirdly, Whither are you a-going ? said he ; are

you fit (being well prepared ) to die ? are you a.

going the way to heaven ? sure that cannot be, un

less you receive True Godliness; for I have heard

that it consists in a right faith, as well as a holy

life. Oh, what cost, labour, pains, means, mo

tives, and arguments, hath God used to iuaj;e men

sensible of the everlasting interest of their souls,

and to engage them to a serious preparation for a.

nother world.

And this serious preparation must necessarily be

a thorough work of regeneration, faith, and spotless

conversation ; for the nature of the means, saith he,

must ever be suitable and agreeable to the nature of

the end. And heaven being a holy place, nothing

but perfect holiness reigning there, so it was im

possible to enter into it hereafter, without a consi

derable progress was made in holiness here ; and

that it was not to be thought a man could reach to

the highest step of a ladder, without ascending the

lowermost first. Who, said he, ever hoped for a

crop of corn without spw'tng any ; or expected to

reap wheat, and sowed nothing but tares ?

He laid also before him the nature and holiness

of God, his infinite hatred of sin, and great severity

against all unbelieving and impenitent souls, toge.

ther with the perfect knowledge he had of the hearts,

thoughts, and ways of the children of men ; like

wise his dreadful judgments, commands, threats, and

precious promises.
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He brought to his mind also the evil of sin ; show-

ing him what au abominable thin» it was for man to

seek to please, obey, and do the will of the de»il,

and offend, disobey, and cross the will of God.

Nay, and he began to speak of the excellency of

True Godliness also, and what he should gain by

embracing him, and letting Christ and the Spirit of

Christ, Christ and the grace of Christ, Christ and

True Godliness, reign in his heart. NTay, h<> had

80 much to say, that had tie nut been opposed

and basely obstructed, (with some other help),

Thoughtful had presently opened the door to True

Godliness: But, alas! on a sudden there was great

disturbance in the house, and poor Consideration

•went to the walls, and was almost utterly expelled

his tabernacle.

Now the enemies he met with were these : Diffi

culty, Sloth, Deficiency, Security, Danger, World-

ly-cares, and Carnal.company. These, and many

other enemies, appeared to obstruct and hinder

.Consideration about this great and important busi

ness of opening to True Godliness.

Firtt, Difficulty spake after this manner : Sir, do

not trouble yourself to study to find out these gr«at

mysteries of Religion and Godliness, for it is a wofrk

too bard and difficult for you to understand ; there

is nothing in the world that is more abslruce and

mysterious ; therefore to muse upon them would be

lost labour.

Sloth told him, it was laborious and toilsome

work, and it would be great wcarisompness to hint,

if the difficulty did not make it impossible.

Deficiency said, he was a man of a. weak under

M 2
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standing, and those things were matters for the

learned and most knowing men of all to study, nay,

anil thai many of them too, notwithstanding all

their profound learning, proficiency, and skill in

the tongues, could hardly attain to the right know

ledge of them.

Security endeavoured to make it appear his con.

dition was very good and safe now, and that he had

Religion and Godliness enough without troubling

himself farther ; and that he exceeded in holiness

many men that had lived long in the town. More-

over, he (old him, that he had followed the council

of Consideration too much already.

Danger too spoke several things : 1. That to

gife place to him, would Jet in his enemy Melancho

ly, which might endanger his life. Do not you sec,

saith he, how uncomfortable this fellow Considera

tion has made many brave men, causing them, by

thinking on their latter ends, to hang down their

heads like a hull-rush, fold their arms, and spend

their days in tears and weeping; hearken not to

him, for he will certainly infuse sad thoughts into

your mind, and give you nothing but gall and fine.

gar to drink.

*2. He said moreover, Consideration had made

many men go beside themselves ; and if he did ad

here to him about this affair, he would be distracted.

3. fie insinuated also, that if he did seriously

muse upon this matter, or give place to Considera

tion, so that Godliness came to be let in, he would

be undone, and utterly ruined, the times arc snrh.

Worldly.cares proved as great an enemy to Con

sideration as any of them, for he could not seriously
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muse, nor think upon eternity, or the present con.

dition his poor soul was in, he was so hurried in his

mind about the affairs of this life. Nay, no sooner

at any season that he set himself 'o ruminate or

ponder them in his mind, but Worldly -cares would

expel and drive such thoughts away.

Old companions and carnal company did unfitly

abuse Consideration, by endeavouring to make him

out of love with a virtuous life. These laboured to

fawn him into misery, and to tickle him into an e-

ternity of torm«nt ; they turned lleligion and God

liness into a jest, and made the precepts of the »<>s-

pel matter for raillery ; and told him, that thosu men

that seemed most serious were the most seditious,

and that their profession favoured of nothing, but of

pride, singularity, and hypocrisy.

Now, after they had spoke their pleasure, and al

most silenced, nay, quite routed poor Consideration,

his mind was so filled and hurried about many things,

which Godliness, though not yet Jet in, overheard,

and presently took them all up, and answered them

one by one.

And first. He spake to this purpose : Honest

Thoughtful, I would not have theu to be discoura.

ged by those ill-bred fellows thou hast within, to

slight poor Consideration, for he is thy verygooil

friend, and as able a counsellor as i**>>t in this town :

Moreover, very great inconveniences also have al

ways followed those who have unadvisedly gone

about to slight and contemn them. Nay, I must

tell thee, most of all those great miseries and heavy

judgments that have befallen nations, cities, towns,

churches, and particular souls, hath been occasioned

H 3
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through (heir great neglect to hparken to Considera.

tion. This was the cause of Israel's ruin of old;

God, by his merciful providence, sent to them by his

prophets, to advertise and warn them of their peril-

ous state and condition, by reason of their. sins; and

riot only told them of their imminent danger thereby,

but also revealed the true causes thereof, and how

they might easily provide remedies for the preven

tion of it ; but they refused to lay it to heart, or

give way to Consideration about it, which made J E-

HOVAU to bewail their future misery after this man.

ner : ' O that they were wise, that they understood

this, that they would consider their latter end !'

Deut. xxxii. 29. Among many other causes of their

dismal calamities, none is more general or often al-

ledged, than the lack of Consideration ; and it is

through {his means, as by a common snare, and de

ceit of the adversary, most men fall into sin, and

reject me, and are holden also perpetually in Satan's

bonds, to their destruction and perdition. Men go

on in their abominable lusls, pride, oppression, ex-

cess of riot, drunkenness, and all manner of debauch.

ery, without considering what the end of these

things will be : ' Woe unto them,' saith the Lord,

' that rise up early in the morning, that they may

follow strong drink, and continue until night, till

wine inflame them, and the harp and viol, the tabret

and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts ; but they re

gard not the work of the Lord, neither consider the

operation of his hands,' Isa. v. 11. Their cursed

Iusts and beastly sensuality brought them to neglect

Consideration, and Inconsideration brought them

to the pit side, or brink of hell. Propterea capli-
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vus ductits el fopulua meu.i quid nan hnbuit scientiam,

saith God in the same place, by the prophet, ' There

fore, and for this caui,e, is my people led away cap.

tive,' &c. ; for they have no knowledge, no under-

standing of the time to come, no consideration of

their danger : He that will not lend an ear to Con.

sideration, renders himself little better than a brute :

And what follows this folly and madness ? ' There

fore,' saith the Holy Ghost, ' hell hath enlarged

herself, and opened her mouth without measure, and

their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp,

and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it,' Isa. v.

13, 14. 'A brutish man knoweth not, neither

doth a fool understand this, when the wicked spring

as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity

do flourish : It is that they should be des'royed for

ever,' Psal. xcii. 6, 7. ' The ox knoweth his own.

er, and the ass his master's crib, but Israel doth not

know, my people doth not consider,' Jsa. i. 3.

Negligence, Carelessness, Ignorance, and want of

Consideration, as it brought Jerusalem down won.

derfully, Lam. i. 9. so it hath been the bane and

common perdition of unthinking and w retched man,

from time to time, and will be yours, if you hearken

to these evil enemies of your soul, and sufl'er Consi

deration to be expelled your tabernacle. Why at

this day are there so many people•, who drink up

iniquity as the fish drinks water ? that commit all

manner of sin, all outrages, all injustice, all filthi-

ness, treading down the poor, and contemning me,

True Godliness, without remorse•of conscience, or

dread of God's wrath and fearful vengeance, that

doth pursue them ? but for the lack of Considera.
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tion•of that which is like to be their reward and

punishment for all their abominable. doings in the

end « Thus saith the Lord, consider your ways;

consider your doings,' Hag. 1. ' Consider this, ye

th:'i forget (Jod, lest he tear you in pieces, and

there be none to deliver you,' P*al. 1. Aye, but

they will not consider it, nor lay it to heart; thej

will nni know in this their day the things that be

long to their peace, but inconsiderately put the evil

day far away, and harden their hearts against God,

provoking; him to draw his sword, and cause bis

hand to• take hold of judgment ; for nothing doubt

less can be more intolerable in the presence of the

Almighty than this iniquity, sill) he hath published

his law, declared his pleasure against Ungodliness,

charging all to bear it in their minds, to ponder it

in their hearts, to study and meditate upon it, both

day and night, at home and abroad, when they rise

up, and when they lie 'down, to make it their cogita.

tion and rumination continually, &c. And, O that

men should ever, notwithstanding all this, contemn

it, and make it no• part of their thoughts, but ra

ther llee the knowledge thereof. God makes hi*

complaint, and denounceth judgment, but no man,

as the prophet Jeremiah showeth, will enter into

Consideration, nor mind why the land mourns :

None cry out, ' What have I done ?' All men, alas!

are upon their own courses, and run on the same

with as great vehemency and fierce obstinacy, as a

fierce armed horse into the battle, when be hears•

the trumpet sound.

Come, Thoughtful, Consideration, if thou adhere

to him, will help theeto learn to know God and thy.

sslf, and to find out the miserable condition thou aad



TRUE GODLINESS. 141

all men are in by nature : he is the key that opencth

the door for me to enter the innermost room of thy

heart ; though it is true he cannot open it without

help: nay, furthermore, he is a looking-glass, or

rather the very eye of thy soul, whereby thou may.

est view thyself, and see what a condition thy soul

is in ; hereby thou mayest es\>y thy debts, thy dan.

ger, thy duties, thy defects, thy safety, the course

thou dost follow, the company thou dost keep; fi

nally, the place and end whereunto thou drawest ;

nay, he will give thee a view of all God's proceed

ings and dealings with men ever since the creation of

the world, the reason why God sent his Son, his

gospel, his Spirit, his servants, and takes so much

pains to bring men to salvation. Nay, and thou

also, by his help, mayest find that all the means God

uses to bring thee to a true sight and sense of sin and

wrath, and to recover thee out of thy fallen estate,

will prove vain and ineffectual to thee ; let therefore

the consideration of the danger thou mayest escape

through hearkening to him on the one hand, and the

great advantage thou mayest receive on the other ;

together with the absolute necessity of nourishing

and cherishing of him, and standing up for him ; if

thou wouldst be happy, engage thcc not to be dis.

couraged to incline to him. nor regard what any

speak against him, for he will cause thee to hear glad

tidings, nay, and be in part an instrument to let me

in ; which, if thou doest, I will bring thee acquaint

ed with God and Jesus Christ; nay, help thee to a

room in his heart, and lead thee into union and com

munion with him, and give thee much glorious light,

yea, and help thee to pardon for sin, peace of con
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science, and joy in the Holy Gho?f, and make thee

a son of God, give thee a place in the heavenly fa

mily, feed thee with the bread of life, clothe thee

•with glorious robes, which sparkle like diamonds,

yea, make thee rich in faith, in knowledge, in expe

riences, truly rich, always rich, eternally rich ; yea,

and set a crown of glory upon thy head, make thee

an heir of heaven and earth ; thy renown also here

by will be great, thou shall have angels to guard

thee, Christ to serve thee, God to honour thee. O

Jove him. who would lead thpe into Christ's bosom,

in.) cause thee to sit in heavenly places, make thee

to triumph with seraphims, and sit down with thy

glorified Redeemer upon the 'hrone of God for ever-

more. It is impossible such a friend should fare bet

ter than my great Master, who had no place where

to lay his head. Alas ! men deal with me and my

poor friend Consideration, as the inhabitants of So

dom did deal with the three heavenly messengers that

entered into Lot's house, viz. quarrel with us, abuse

us, and offer violence to us. show their spleen against

us, who seek to preserve them from being consumed,

and who, whilst we are with them, stay the hand of

heaven from falling upon them, the hand of the de

stroying angel, that they perish not, and endeavour

to make them for ever happy, possessing all true fe

licity, and free them from all misery. Does not

every man desire after that which is good ? Was

ever any man in love with torment ? Is it not ev

ery one's interest to study how to prevent it? Why

then, sure. Thoughtful, Consideration cannot but

have thy affection, unless thou dost contemn rivers

of pleasures, iuconceivableglory, even the inexhaust-
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ible riches of both world*, and choosest rather an

guish, death, hell, and sulphurous sinuke and lUrncs

for thy portion. And now to take oil what Dilh'cul.

ty says against entertaining of Consideration, he

basely insinuates, that to muse and ponder upon ihe

great concerns of Godliness and another world, is a

hard and difficult work.

Whereas, to undertake great, and hazardous, and

dangerous achievements for worldly advantages, fhis

is notwithstanding presently undertook ; men do

rot care how difficult the work is, if it be but pro.

fitahle ; and shall this be a stumbling-block in thy;

way ? What will not a man call difficult, if they

have no mind to it: how should some houses be

built, bridges over great rivers be made, fields be

sowed, and dangerous voyages to sea be undertaken ?

Shall the carpenter say, O it is difficult ! and the

husbandman say, O it is difficult ! and the mariner

say, it is difficult ! and so lay it all aside ? Nay , is

it not sad, that bloody papists, and other wicked

enemies of the gospel, should not think any thing 100

hard and difficult to undertake, to suppress and de

stroy Godliness ? and yet many who profess a love

to me, do not care to encounter with small ilifficul.

ties about Consideration, how to entertain and em.

brace me, though it be their only business and citief

interest in all the world.

Were a man's house on fire over his head, and he

like to be burned, would he not think of ways to get

out, because it was a difficult work to do ?

It is not because consideration about heaven and

happiness is so hard and t.itficuli, but because n>ea

hare no love nor will to these things ; otber things
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are more in their affections. Besides, the rarest

things are not obtained but through great difficulty.

What hazards do men often run for honour and

•worldly riches ! Oh! what projects and contrivan.

ces do they find out ! and wilt thou desist this work

because it is difficult ?

" Consideration, saith one, that spotless virgin,

that joy of angels, that envy of devils, that offspring

of God, the ladder whereby men climb to heaven, ii

thought hard, though nothing be more easy ; it is a

thing portable, and it is always to be had ; it is al ways

in season, always at hand, always in call, no burden

in a journey, no load in a voyage ; meu may carry '

it with them wherever they go; when they travel

abroad, when they stay at home, when they sit

down, when they rise up ; they need not go beyond

sea to fetch it, or involve many books to be masters

of it ; they need not sail to the Antipodes to com.

pass it, nor dig under ground to find it ; they need

not ransack the Indies to enrich themselves with it;

they need not sell their lands and houses to purchase

it, nor run the hazard of sword and fire to secure it ;

they need not clamber mountains to possess it, nor

•wade through rivers to inherit it.'* Strange stu

pidity ! men do not think it hard to carry talents of

lead, or mountains of sin on their backs, and yet

they think Consideration difficult, who, like a faith

ful friend, would tell them how to be rid of that

load that will (except they get faith in Christ, or re

ceive True Godliness into their hearts) sink them

down into the lowest pit ; they do not think it hard

to dig into hell, yet they think Consideration hard,

who would teach them a way to quench that fire ;
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do nut think it hard to be oppressed by a

bloody usurper, ttiul yet they think Consideration

hard, which would help them to shake him nil'. O

tools, and slow of heart ! they that hare courage to

meet an army in i he. field, anil have confidence to

laugh at tht! glittering spear and shield, they that

Jtave courage to plough' the sea, to face the uiouth

of a cannon, to stand a volley of shot, to fiffht du

els, to endure the noise of guns, to hear the clashing

of swords and spears, and lie on the cold ground

many nights together, to have an arm or leg cut off;

ha»e they courage to do all this, and shait thou

think Consideration about those great things too

hard for thec ? Contemn the thoughts of being

overcome by this deceitful and timorous fellow

Difficulty.

Kecontilyt As to what Deficiency says, That thou

art a man of a weak understanding: alas! thou canst

perceive that gold is better than glass or rattles, and

that pearls are better than pebbles ; thou art ab.'tt

to perceive thou art niorul, and must die, and dost

know when a bone is broke, it is good to hare it

set; and that food is good for thee when thou art

hungry ; qud that it is good to gut clothes on to bide

thy nakedness, and art uotiibleto consider the need

there is for food to feed thy soul, and clothes to ro

ver the nakedness of thy soul, and that it is good to

get grace to enrich thy soul. Art thou able to find

nut bow grievous it is to l<e cast into a furnace of

fire, and canst not think Uiat it is worse to be cast

into a fire that cannot be qucncrd ? Nay, and have

not weak and simple ones in their own eyes, and in

the eyes of others too, attained to the skill of Con-
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sideration about their eternal estate ? nay, and have

•wonderfully outdone the wise and learned• ones of

the world in it too ? ' Knowledge is easy unto him

that hath understanding,' Prov. xiv. 16, 'Wisdom

gives subtilty to the simple, and young men know-

ledge and discretion,' Prof. i. 4. ' When wisdom

entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant

to thy feet, discretion shall preserve thee, and unr

derstanding shall keep thee,' Prov. ii. 10, 1 1.

Thirdly, As for what Sloth saith, thou hast cause

to abhor him, for he is a beggarly villain, and de.

serves to be drove, not only out of thy house, but

out of the town and world too, for he never did any

man the least good : cast him out, a vagabond !

How now, Thoughtful, would thou not take pains?.

remember, the slothful person shall beg in har.

vest, and have nothing through his means : and Idle-

ness, his brother, thy house is ready to fall through,

and thy vineyard is grown all over with thorns and

nettles, and yet he would not have thee consider thy

danger, till it is too late to escape it. O how many

have lost their souls by this bloody wretch ! What

good comes of idleness ? Besides, do not you see

how the men of the world hate him ? they will not

hearken unto him, but will, in despite of him, con.

aider of fit ways and means to get bread to cat, and

clothes to put on, nay, and seek out, through great

industry, rare projects to get store of riches ; and

•wilt thou be drawn away by him, from thinking on

the ready way to be ready rich, great, and renown

ed for ever ? It is the diligent hand that hath the

promise ; thon must ' seek for wisdom, as for silver,

and search for her, as for hidden treasure,' Proy. ii.
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Nay, and do not think neither I. put too great a

harden upon thee, for thou mayest perceive thou

iieedest not to take greater pains about this inestima

ble jcxcl., than the men of the world take to get the

perishing things of this life; nay, if roen did be.

stow half the labour about the good of their souls,

as they bestow about getting the world, and provi

ding for their bodies, what happy creatures might

they be !

Fourthly, As touching what that timorous, faint

hearted fellow, Danger, laid before thee in respect

• of letting in Melancholy, this is a mere deceit, for

there is a vast difference between Serious Consider

ation and Destructive Melancholy ; a man is not

therefore sad, because he will not swear, rant,

whore, and be drunk. Consideration will let theo

see, that those men who are taken so much with vain

sports and merriment, have the least cause to rejoice

of any men in the world.

Jollities are, as one observes, much like Attila's

nuptials, whose wedding-day proved his funeral.

Who would hazard an eternity of joy far a mo

ment's time of vain and empty pleasures ? None

can rejoice so heartily as he that hath God for his

portion, and hath his name written in heaven.

Consideration will let thee see, that whatsoever

vain men may say, prate, and boast of, touching joy

and pleasures, yet there is no delight and felicity

like that which is found in the ways of true virtue ;

that Godliness is the best security, and that the joy

of the whole earth is Mount Sion ; that in this gar-

«len are the sweetest roses, the most odoriferous flow

ers, t.he most fragrant plants, roses which have no

N 2
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prickles underneath; nor like carnal <fol!gt>tg, \rhcse

flowers fade and wither away ; nor like the frothy

mirth, which the laughter of tflols affords.

Consideration would lot fhoc see, that those seri

ous persons, who look dejected and melancholy to a

carnal eye, have joy within, which no stranger in

termeddles with ; and as little as they make ot cheer

fulness, yet they carry in their breast that which can

make their life a perpetual jubilee.

2. They arc fools (hat account tho life of a Chris-

tian madness, and his inward peace an airy liction ;

none is such a fanatic as he who cherishes a serpent

in his bosom, that will certainly Ming him to death;

•who neter sows, yet thinks to reap a good crop at

harvest ; that may hare glorious robes to cloihe him,

and yet values his own nasty rags abo?c them, or else

chuses to go naked; trfco hates, and seeks to de

stroy his best friends, for the sake of whom he is not

destroyed ; who thinks to go to heaven, and yet

walks' the direct way tb hell. Can there be greater'

madness than to piefera st'ene before bread, or feet!

upon husks with the swine, when there is all good

things to be bad, if they would but seek out for

them ? Can there be greater madness than to value

a base lust above God, Christ, and eternal glory ?
3. •Whereas Danger tells thee (to obstruct Con.

Federation from opening to thee) of the evilncss of

M>e times, and that if 1 am let in, thou wilt be itn.

ilone ; know then, if I an! kept out, there is no way

1o escape, but ruined thou wilt be ; no danger like

sctil danger; he can never be undone that hath God

for his portion, and heaven for his inheritance; lose

.thy sou), and what hast thou mere ? and unless thou
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consider the sooner, and open to me, thou canst

not save it, for ' without holiness no man shall see

the Lord.'

Fifthly, V/orldly-cares, I know, hinders my dear

friend Consideration as much as any thing ; he

would persuade thee thou hast no time to think on

God nor Godliness, having a trade to follow, a fa.

niily to provide for, &c. But shall those things hin

der thee from thinking on any thing else ? Is there

not one thing more needful, viz. to make much, or

seriously think on me, and of the concerns of thy

soul, when thou art at work, or about thy secular

affairs, when thou goest out, and when thou comest

in, when thou 1iest down, and when thou risest up?

.thy heart may be with God, when thy hand is other

wise employed : true, if the world is got into thy

heart, there can bo but little room for Consideration

or True Godliness ; a continual hurry of business

puts out the eye whereby it should reflect upon it.

self: but shall earth keep out heaven, and the prince

of darkness shut out the prince of light ; and briars

and thorns choke the good seed ? Shall Worldly-

cares and Business be thy chiefest guests, whom

thou biddest welcome, ami shall Christ stand at thy

door as a neglected stranger ? Shall thoughts be

cherished about getting the world, and Serious Con

sideration be crushed, who would put thee in a way

how to get to heaven ? But remember this, he that

has no time to open to Christ here, Christ. will find.

no time to open to him hereafter.. Can the world

help thee to peace and pardon on a death-bed, or

riches deliver lhee in the day of wrath ?

Sixthly, As to what thy old companions .lay be

N 3
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fore theo, tr> render me odious, if thoo mind or re.

gard them, adieu for ever. They that hate serious-

ness themselves, must needs diilike it in others :

These arc the devil's agents, whom he sends abroad

into the world to deflower virtue; these are his

factors, by whom he draws men into eternal chains

of darkness ; these strive to put me, True Godli

ness, into a welf's skiu, that would set all the dogs

in the town upon me. This age hath bred more

monsters of wickedness than many ages before it.

Shun keeping company with those soolfers and con.

temners of True Godliness, for the Lord's sake.

As thou art come into the town of Religion, so let

the truly religious be thy companions, who will,

instead of hindering, help Serious Consideration.

What ground is there to think ft man should mind.

the true- interest of his soul, that keeps company

with persons who make a sport and May-game of

Serious Consideration ? jle that would keep his

garden and precious flowers securely, must be sure,

whatever he does, to keep out the hogs. What is

he that keeps company with sinners, but a com pa.

nion of sinners? etui society in sin strangely takes o<F

from the hcmonsju'ss of it : Also men may judge of

a person l>y the company he keeps'; as is a man's

company «u.oh is the man, and as is his company

here, •such it is like to be hereafter. O how do sin.

*ers harden one another in ways of wickedness!

They think {hero is some comfort in having asso

ciates in misery. They dare to sin more freely, as

one observes, when they arc in company, being a-

.fraid their single •valour will never bo able to do? 1

God's v. r;:ih ; they hope t)o«l will not damn a mnl.
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titude of his creatures together ; as if the number

of sinners could move the Almighty into compas.

sion ; and if they perish, they think, nay sometimes

speak it, they shall fare as well as their neighbours.

It is a hard thing indeed, Thoughtful, to be serious

in such a lascivious age as this is ; a wicked man,

as he poisons the air in which lie breathes, so he

pollutes the age in which be lives: It is bad lodg.

ing in that house where God himself refuses to

dwell: With the froward thou wilt soon learu fro-,

wardness: Who can touch pilch, and not be defi

led? But it is better to he contemned for virtue bjr

tncn on earth, than to be condemned for vice by

the God of heaven.

What saye.«t thou now, Thonghtful ? shall Con.

sideration prevail with thee to open the door to me ?

lie stood and panned a while, and had a great mind

to embrace him, Conscience being quite brought

over to join in with him: And now Consideration

was hugged by Thoughtful with great joy, and all

those other enemies seemed quite vanquished ; but,

lo, on a sudden new enemies rose up in his house,

nnd made strong opposition, and strove to keep

Ciodliness out, though Consideration was kindly

embraced ; for he, like David, thought on bis ways,

and began to torn his feet to keep God's testimo.

nies, PsaJ. cxix. 59. ; and with the prodigal, being

come to himself, resolved to go horee to his Fa.

ther's house.
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CHAP. XIII.

Showing horts poor Thoughtful, though he had em

braced Consideration, and was resolved to receive

Godliness into his house, was hindered by one

Old. Man, IVilful-will, Carnal-affection*, and

Jtpollyon. Aho showing how he met with his

good friend Laborious, who did what he could to

help him, but had not prevailed, had it not been

for another who came in to his assistance,

THOUGHTFUL having with much joy and

gladness embraced Consideration, and most bravely

overcome the snares and impediments those adver.

saries we have mentioned before laid in his way,

•was now resolved to receive True Godliness, and

speedily close with Jesus Christ ; but, lo, on a snd.

den, other enemies, that seemed to lie still in his

house before, rose up and made strong opposition

against his entertaining this new guest ; but as he

met with fresh opposition from other enemies,

•whose names were Old-man, Carnal-affections, and

Wilful-will, all stirred up by the envious and black

prince Apollyon, and other powers of darkness, so

he' had, by the means of Consideration, and the

light of God's word, some new friends to help and

assist him; their names were Conscience, Informed

Judgment, alias Enlightened Understanding. Now

Apollyon being in great fear, that Thoughtful, by

the help of Consideration, Conscience, and Enlight

ened Understanding, would embrace True Godli

ness, rose up in great fury, and spoke to the rest of

the infernal crew to this purpose :
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Most mighty pow'rs, who once from hcav'n fell,

To raise this throne and monarchy in hell;

Keslir yourselves with speed, or all is gone,

1'nr Thoughtful has almost the battle won ;

' Tis hateful io my Mghi to think that we

Should by this thinking Thoughtful worsted be.

And shall Godlinets, that cursed foe of ours,

Prevail against all hell's inl'cn :il powers?

I swear, in spite of heaven, it shall not be.—

And presently he rote from olfhii seal,

Jtcaily in Liu. I with rage «fid malice great.

And cast a terrible look on Thought! ul, who

Stood muring still, hut kuetr uot what to do :

At this another ftpnd stepp'd in, mid said,

Let ne'er » devil of us be ufraM ;

Lo, don't you see th' unwary wretch doth lie

Ope to your arms in great security ?

What though some ground is lost, we'll seek about

To find some way to keep this traveller out ;

We in the hon-e have a strong party yet,
•Who in our bands keep his unwary feet :

lint sad it it the wretch such light should see,

As to percieve his woeful misery.

AVe must bestir us, and give new directions,

And by all means keep fast his soul's affections.

Affliction still by Old-Man U directed,

And Wilful- WS'l to us is well affected,

l*t us pursue our present enterprise

With all tfce power and craft we can devise.

This Consideration hath the mi•chief done,

Whom 1 do w Mi a plague to light upon.

Apollyon and all the powers of hell having thus

combined together to find out new ways to prevent

Thoughtful from receiving True Godliness, endea

voured to stir up Old-man and his cursed darling

Carnal. affections, to do what they could to place

hi'. mind and thoughts upon the perishing things of

this life ; which being done, this put poor Thought.

ful unto a stand ; oue while he was resolved to open
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the door, but then on a sudden his heart was capti-

Tated with the pleasures and delights of this life,

which came to pass by reason his affections were not

yet thoroughly changed, nor the evil qualities of

his soul removed ; for Old.man had grievously cor

rupted all the powers nnd faculties thereof, which

Godliness (who. with patience waiting still at his

door) perceiving, asked him what the matter was

he did not let him come in ?

Thoughtful answered, he was hindered by a base

fellow that he had got in his house.

Upon this Godliness and he fell into a serious dis.

course again.

Godli. Who is it, Thoughtful, that obstructs my

being received ?

'Ihought. His name is Old-man.

Godli. He is indeed, I know, my great enemy,

and hath been near this 6000 years, (for so old this

villain is) ; and there is not one in all the world

that has done me more wrong, to tell thee plainly,

than he and his cursed daughter Canial-.aliections.

Thought. Aye, Sir, but I find also one Wilful-

will is utterly against your coming in ; Lord, what

will become of me ! I know you are a person wor

thy of entertainment ; and O, who am I, that you

should come to be guest to such a vile and unwor

thy wretch,

Godli. Nay, Thoughtful, I do not stand alone,

but here are others wailing at thy door to come iu

with me also, who are perSbns of no mean quality.

Thought. Others, pray who are they .'

GoiUi. Why here is my Father the Eternal JE

HOVAH, with Jesus Christ, the Prince of the kings

of the earth, and the Holy Spirit, R«v. iii. 30.
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Thought. Lord, what shall I do ? O infinite and

admirable grace and condescension ! God and Jesus

Christ, and the Holy Ghost, at my door, and I not

let them in ! O this is an amazing consideration !

Godli. Nay, Thoughtful, it is so ; and more I

must tell thee, they have been waiting here a long

time, ever since I came first to knock at thy door ;

and I told thee so to«, but I perceive thy memory

proves false to thee; likewise he is doubtless misled

by that base Old-man ; but if thou dost not open to

me the sooner, they will leave thee, for they never

come info any man's house who keep their doors

shut against True Godliness. Why dost not knock

the Old.raan down, and lay him a bleeding ? it is

not enough to cry, ' What, Lord, shall I do." but

thou must shake oil' that lazy fellow Sloth, and like

a brave and courageous soul acquit thyself.

Thought. Alas, what can I do ? this Old-man is

too strong for me, and Wilful- will is a very stubborn

fellow too ; I am no match forthem.

Godli. Why, I will tell thee, there is one in thy

house that will help thee, if thou hearken to him.

Thought. What is his name, Sir ?

Godli. His name is Conscience.

Thought. Sir, I know him very well ; he has,

since his eyes were opened, been a very good friend

to me : But for a great while he lay in my house as

one dead, and I found his eyes almost quite put out

by that cursed Old.man ; but all that he can do is

not sufficient without farther help.

Godli. Thou sayest right, thank Enlightened

Understana ng for that ; Consideration, by bringing

thee to read and hear God's holy word, opened his
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eyes also ; but is there never another friend of mine

in thy house, who can lend thee a little assistance in

this time of need?

Thought. Alas, Sir, who hire I else that can do

any thing forme? for my house is full of cursed ad

versaries ; never was a cage fuller of unclean and

hateful birds, than my hoase, I mean my heart,

•which is full of base and .filthy enemies to True

Godliness.

Gadti, Thou sayest right, I believe thee, poor

Thoughtful : But pr'ythee see if thou canst not find

a friend that 1 dearly love, and have a long time

sought for.

Thought. Pray, Sir, who is that? tell me hij

name.

Godli, His name is Eodeayocr, <di.au Laborious ;

you cannot imagine, Thoughtful, what great things

he hath done ; Oh, I love him dearly : He helped

Noah to build the ark, and Jacob to get (he bless-

ing, and to wrestle with the angel, and to prevail

too; and Solomon to build the temple. Consider-

ation, it is true, caused Oavid to think on his ways,

but it was Endeavour that turned his foot to keep

God's statutes : Consideration nlso brought the

poor prodigal to hie right mind, but it was my friend

Endeavour that sent him home to his father's house;

it was he that made him find his feet, after the Spi

rit of God had brought him to himself: Nay, I

could tell thee, I have taught him to get many a

blessing by prayer. Pr'ythee who was it that got

the three loaves in the gospel ? Was it not this im

portunate Laborious ? Was it not he likewise that

wade the poor widow to prevail with the unjust
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judge to'avenge her of her adversary ? Nay, in a

word, the promise of God is made to him, ' If you

follow on to know the Lord, then you shall know

him.' It is this diligent painful person that makes

men, •with God's blessing, rich, I mean spiritually

rich ; And this I must tell thcc too, he can do no.

thing of himself. Do not think that he can open

the door ; no, no, it must be the Spirit of God that

does that : I do not say, Thoughtful, that he is able

to do it ; but the promise of better assistance is

made to this my dear sweet friend Endeavour.

Have you never read in vEsop's Fables of a maa

that was fallen into a ditch, and lying there almost

drowned, he called to Jupiter to help him out : but

Jupiler answered, Endeavour to get out, and Ju»

piter will help thee. Though it is but a fable, yet

the moral is very applicable. Now what dost thou

say, Thoughtful, canst thou find thy good friend

Endeavour ?

Thvught. Truly, Sir, now I think of it: I hope

I have, but he hath been here but a little time. If

I have found him, and God knows he has been too

iuueh neglected by me, for I did not ' strive to en

ter in at the strait gate,' till now. But pray where

in will he be so useful to me? What are his pro*

Godli. Why he commonly stirs up men to do

what they can to open the door to me : Heisagreat

enemy to Sloth and Idleness ; he makes them to

rise betimes in the morning to call upon God, and

to read God'j. word, and pry into it very diligent.

]y, and he will cause thee to incline thine car to

what Conscience says, and make thee tremble at hi*
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reproofs and accusations when you sin against

God, if you will but take his counsel : He will also

cause thee to go to hear sermons, and not to sleep

when you come there, nor neglect nor slight con

victions, nor be careless and remiss in any duty, and

will help thee to labour after faith, and not to rest

upon any thing short. of Christ.

Thought. O Sir, this is the friend I want, and

blessed be God 1 have found him ; I am resolved to

make use of his help and assistance continually. .

Now Old-man look to yourself, Laborious I hope

•will do your business ; and I shall quickly prevail,

and open the door to True Godliness.

Upon this he became very diligent in attending

upon all the means of grace. Moreover, by the

help of Endeavour, he cut otfsome one or two of the

members of Old-man, that cursed body of sin, and

prayed morning and evening, eschewing all open

profaneness and scandalous sins, and would not

speak at random with his tongue, nor neglect to

Lear one good sermon if possible he could get an

opportunity, and became mighty just in all his deal.

ings and commerce with men. But soon upon this

Apollyon, by the treachery of Old-man, raised up

another enemy, which had almost insensibly undone

him ; his name was Self-righteousness, a very great

enemy to True Godliness, which Godliness soon

perceived, and called upon him to open the door ;

for it appeared he had not received him yet.

Godti. Thoughtful, what is the cause of this great

neglect? What! shall 1 not yet be^received ? O

•what a long time I have stood at your door ! what

is the matter now ?



TRUE GODLINESS. 159

Thought. Truly Sir, I concluded now .the door

Jiad been open, by the help of my good friend Labo

rious, for 1 have done what he required of me.

GwUi. No, no, Thoughtful, I am still kept out ;
•Wilful. will and Old-man have beguiled you, and

have let in another dangerous enemy, whose name is

Self-righteousness ; this was he that quite undid

poor Legalist, and will ruin you too, if you take not

heed : I would not have you to slight Endeavour,

but not to make an idol of Endeavour. If you be

found in your own righteousness, you will be lost

by your own unrighteousness. Duties can never

have too much of your diligence, nor too little of

your dependence ; it is not the salt seas of thy own

tears, but the red sea of Christ's blood, must wash

away thy sins. You owe the life of your soul to

the death of your Saviour.

If you have no better righteousness than what is

of your providing, you will meet with no higher

happiness than what is of your own deserving; you

must take up duties in point of performance, but lay

them all down again•in point of dependence. There

is as much cause lo fear you now as e»er there was

before ; what will you do ?

Thought. Lord help me, what shall I do indeed!

O how are many deceived, who think it is an ea

sy thing to be saved : sure I shall never obtain to a

state of grace and true conversion.

Upon this a melancholy and very dangerous fel

low, called Despond, fell upon him, and almost

knocked him down ; nay, I perceived he broke

some of his bones, wounding him so grievously, that

he was left bleeding in such a sort, that he conclu

o 2
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<led there was no hope of life. Indeed he was won.

derfully overwhelmed with trouble ; and that which

grieved him most of all was, to think that all this

time, not. only True Godliness, but Christ himself,

also waiter! at his doer. Godliness perceiving what

a sad condition h'e was in, spake to .him after• this

manner:

Godli, Poor Thoughtful, do itot give way to A-

pollyon, ihat cursed prince of darkness, for it is he

•who hath starred up that cruel enemy Despond to

take away thy life ; that bloody villain hath sent

many thousand souls to hell. Come, theugh thy

own righteousness is worth nothing, being hut Hk«

filthy rags, yet Christ's righteousness is sufficient to

cover thee, and his blood to heal all thy wounds.

Your great business is to believe, viz. wholly to get

out of yourself, and rely upon Christ's blessed me.

rits ; and know assuredly, that that very moment

you cast yourself, by a lively act of faith, upon Je.

sus Christ, 1 shall come into your house.

O know poor Thoughtful, that Christ's righteous-

ness hath more worth in it to save you, and raise

you up to heaven, than your own unrighteousness

has weight to cast you down to hell. You say you

are a. great, a black, and bloody sinner, but you can

be but a sinner, and Christ died for sinners; and

never any threw themselves by an act of true faith

upon him, but were saved by him : alas, he died for

the chiefest of sinners ; and do you not hear him

SJiy, ' Come unto me all ye •that labour and are hea

vy laden, and I will give you rest,' Mat. si. 28, '29.

Sir, he that believes not, makes God a liar ; for h^
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hath said, in his Son ' There is life and salvation for

you,' and all that come to God by him.

Thought. O that I could believe ! iny sins ! my

sins !

No sooner had Godliness showed him what it

was to open the door, and laid before him the neces-

si'y of union with Christ, and of faith in him, but

Apollyon, with the Old.man, and other cursed ene.

mios, began to cause dreadful combustions in his

house : for nothing doth the devil fear more than

true faith ; and Thoughtful found it very hard to

believe, Wilful- will being such a stubborn, crooked,

and perverse fellow ; also Apollyon tried his skill

many other ways to undo him, so that he was hard

beset; but when Apollyon saw none of those ways

were like to do, he laid before him the outward

danger he would be iu. if True Godliness was em

braced : he told him he was like to suffer great per

secution, it being <he portion of all who entertained

True Godliness, insomuch, that his very life might

be in danger ; but Godliness comforted him sweetly

with ninny precious promises ; telling him also he

had such a glorious retinue to attend him, which he

would bring into his house with him, that he need

not to fear any difficulty, provided that he would

but let him in ; but he seeing he was not able to

open the door, his enemies being too strong for him,

notwithstanding his own strength ; to •his joy he

told him, theie was one friend of his, whom, if he

could prevail with to come unto his assistance, he

•would soon make the way clear, and open the door.

Who is that ? said Thoughtful. Godliness then

discovered immediately the excellency of his person,

o 3
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and the nature of his operation, by which he soon vn,

derstoud it was the Holy Ghost ; upon this he was

not a little glud, but presently cried out as one whose

life re in danger, to God, to send the Holy Spirit to

assist him : O Lord, the Spirit, the Holy Spirit,

now Lord ! Thus he cried, ai>d presently there were

strange struggling indeed (the Holy Spirit working

upon all the faculties of his soul) yea, such a con.

flict that he never met within all his life : Judg

ment, in the combat, behaved himself braveJy ; Con.

sideratiou was not wanting : Conscience• laid on

home blows, being backed with Endeavour, alias

Laborious. In the beginning of the battle the Ho

ly Spirit came in, and with him Faith, and other of

Godliness's attendants, and the doer iiew open, and

Old-man immediately went to the wall, crying out

quarter, pleading his great age, but had no mercy

shewed him ; Wilful-will straightway rejected hiro-

«Jf (that scripture being made good, ' My people

shall be willing in the day of my power') and be

came Thoughtful's very good servant ; Carnal-af

fections changed their mind, and were made hea-

•venly, and so they abode, to his great joy, until his

dying day.

True Godliness being now entered into his house,

with his attendants, Thoughtful was not a litte com

forted. Now Godlinoss's retinue who came in with

himvcreth«s;e following : Sonieof which you hadan

account of before, viz. Heavenly, New-man, Trup-

lo»p, Innocency, Humility, Sobriety, Sincerity,

Tempeiance, Si•lf-clearing, Faithful, Exccllent-

knuwledgp, Blessed-experience, Godly-zeal, Filial-

fear. Piecious-promises, Holy-revenge, Vehement
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desires, Coi'stanf. supplication, Spiritual-indigna

tion, Christian- courage, Sincere Aims and Ends,

Careful, Patience, Hospitality, Stability, Charity,

Liberality, Chastity, Purity, lloly-sympathj,Wake-

man, Watch-well, Peaceable, Harmless, Gentleness,

Brotherly-kindness, and Love-all, besides several

•thers of like quality ; and by reason these, as 1

formerly told yon, were all great nobles, or prrsons

highly descended, beiag the offspring of heaven ;

they had I perceived also a m«st glorious attendance

to accompany them ; and to the end you may knov

what a happy man poer Thoughtful is no\v become,

and with him every true Christian, 1 shall let you

know who they were.

The first 1 saw was the Father of True Godliness,

for he always dwells where he dwells, and abides

vrith these his glorious and heavenly attendants.

Secondly, The Lord Jesus Christ, which brought

that word to my «Hnembrnnce, ' If any man loves

me, he will keep my words, and my Father will

love him, and we will come unto him, and make

our abode with him,' John sir. 23. Also the other

•words, k I will conic in to him, and sup with him,

and he vrith me,' Rom. iii. 20.; 2 Tim. i. 14.

Thirdly, The Holy Spirit ; for he also is said to

dwell in us. And besides these, there was, Fourth-

ly, Union. Fifthly, Reconciliation. Sixthly, Jus

tification. Seventhly, Acceptation. Eighthly^ Com.

munion with the Father and Son. Ninthly, Adop.

tion. Tcnthly, Pardon of Sin. Eleventhly, The

image of God. Taelfthly, Peace of conscience.

Thirleentkly, And joy in the Holy Chest. Four-

teentMy, Free access to the throue of grace. Fif
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teen/hlij, A place in the heavenly family. Sir-

teenthly, Fellowship with saints. Sevtnteenthlg,

The earnest and sealing of the Spirit. Eighteenth-

ly, Increase of grace. Ninetcenthli/, The attend-

ance of an innumerable company . of angels.

Twentiethly, Divine protection, or sure refuge in

God. One-and-tasentiethly, A full assurance of

heaven ; but it was a great while before they could

see him ; he lay hid, it appears, though he came in

•with the rest. ' And JLastty, Final perseverance.

But lo, I looked, and behold a good way oft' 1

espied another glorious train followed, in the midst

of which 1 plainly discerned/amongst others (whose

glory was so great 1 could not behold them) these

following: Immortality, In«orruption, Perfection,

Glorious Victory, Heavenly Triumph, the Beatifi

cal Vision, Rivers of Pleasures, the Tree of Life, the

King in his beauty, a white .throne, Mansions of

Glory, the Iloly City, New Jerusalem, the streets

whereof were paved wilh pure gold, a crown of

righteousness, which so glittered, that it dazzled.

mine eyes in such a sort, that I could not look down-

wards, like some ru«n, ever since. Mori,over, I

saw ' millions of millions of glorified saints' (coming

amongst the holy cherubims and seraphims, and all

the host of heaven) ' with paJms and harps in their

hands, singing Allelujah to God and the Lamb;'

they made such melody, that it was enough to ra.

•vish one's soul in such .a manner, as to leave no

heart nor spirit in us to the empjy things of this

world.

Now, the two first glorious compan'es who at.

tend True Godliness here, these entered in with
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Mm immediately, and the other glories Thonghtfirt

was sure of possessing after a few days ; so that he

•was wonderfully fortified against all domestio com-

motion?, or foreign approaching dangers whatso

ever; or be could not but expect new troubles

would be raised against him, both from within and

•without : And so indeed it suddenly came to pass ;

for Apollyon, the cursed prince of darkness, first

raisrdupall his scattered fortes, which still remained

•within, who Inrked in holesaud secure corners of his

house: 'For particularly Old. man, though he was

dangerously wounded, his head broke, and laid a.

bleeding, yet it appears he was not quite dead, yet

•was committed close prisoner, under the charge of

one of Godliness's servants, called Holy Rerenge;

and though he had a strict command to kill him,

yet he saw he could pot presently do it : By which

means, it fell out, that in a little time he seemed to

reTive again ; and poor Thoughtful thereby was

continually plagued with Indwelling Sin to his dy-

Jng day, which was a great griet to him, and an hin.

derance also to True Godliness at all times : And

the worst of all was, their Inward Corruption, alias

Old-man, alias Body of Sin, getting too great pow

er by the treachery of Mrs. Heart, and Apollyon

the prince of darkness ; they laying before him his

manifold evils, and remissness in holy duties, per.

suadcd him that he harboured in his house an ene

my of Trie Godliness, called Hypocrisy, and that

lie was like, upon that account,' to lose all his hope*

here, and that happiness which Godliness assured

him of hereufter ; and had not Sincerity come in

with Godlinessr he had been uttcrlj undone; but
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as God would have if, Self-clearing, by the help of

poor Conscience, made it appear to him, that Hy

pocrisy was not hid in his house, nor in the least

countenanced hy him ; for, First, They made it out

he had a general hatreil of all iniquity, and did not

allow of, nor connive at any sin whatsoever, by ihe

aid of Spiritual Indignation. Aud, becomHij, That

thrre was no one duty which he was convinced of,

but he readily subjected to it, by the help of New.

obedience. Thirdly, That he was mighty careful

of, and had always by the help of Christian Watch-

ful, kept a strict eye over Mrs. Heart, whom be

most of all mistrusted, and had a great jealousy of.

Fourthly, That he rested not upon the external per-

formance of any duty, but did what he did to the

praise and glory of God, by the help of True Love.

Fifthly, That he was the same continually in pri

vate which he was in public, by the assistance of

Filial Rear. Sixthly, And that also he gave accor

ding to his ability, at all times, to Theology, Christ's

minister, and to the poor saints ; the one by the

aid of New-obedience, Bounty, Liberality, and

Godly-zeal, and the other by the help of Christian-

charity. Seventhly, That hu.did nothing to be seen

of men, or for Vain-glory's sake, by the directions

of Holy Ends and Aims, and by the power of hea-

venly New-man. Ninthly, And that he was al

ways constant in his love to, and his esteem of True

Godliness; being as much for the work of GocHi-

ness as for the wages, by the assistance of Faithful.

7'enfhly, That he did not inordinately love, nor set

his affections upon the things of this life, by the help

of Temperance and Sobriety. Eleventhly, That he
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laboured to Jive a spotless life ; being taught so to

do by sweet Purity and harmless Innecency.

'J'zeeljthli/, That he bore up bravery in the profes.

sion of the gospel, not being ashamed nor afraid to

own Jesus Christ before men, by the means ni' Sta

bility and Christian.courage. Thirteenthly, And

that he did not faint under afflictions and trials, by

the help of Blessed Experience, Patience, and Pre

cious Promises. Fourteenthly, That he was not

corrupt in principle, nor led into error by the means

of Excellent Knowledge.

Now Conscience and Self-clearing having thus

freed Thoughtful from the false charge about har.

bonring Hypocrisy, he came to perceive what ex

cellent advantage he had, and should receive by

Godliness's noble and heavenly retinue; and here

upon he fell so in love with them, that he never

•would go any 'where, nor do any work •without

their company, which Apollyon perceiving, knew

it was in vain to assault him any more in that sort,

but being filled with hellish rage and malice against

him,• he raised up mighty forces and powers upon

iiiui from without : Fur, first he stirred up abun.

dance of base fellows, or the worscr sort, to abuse

him ; amongst which were these following : Hate-

good, Time-server, Pride, Toss-pot, Out-side, Riot,

Ignorance, Belly-god, Hard. heart, Scoffer, Please-
all, Love- lust, M;ik«-strif•e, Giddy-head, Pick-

thank, Rob-Mint, Temporizer, Idolator, Opposer,

Avarice, Shameless, Hash, High-minded, Lofty,

Seared. conscience, and many more of like sort,

like bees, compassed him about, miscalled and a-

bused him in a cruel and unmerciful manner, which
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made him wonder what the cause should be ; but

at last ho perceived the ground and reason of it was,

only because he had received True Godliness.

Remember • that word of Jesus Christ, 'Mar-

Tel not if the world hafceth you.' And that word,

' They shall say all manner of evil against you false-

lyfor uiy namesake :' With the saying of the Apos

tle, ' And all that will live godly in Christ Jesus*

shall suffer persecution.' At this he was somewhat

troubled and cast down in his spirits, seeing nothing

could be expected, but that these fellows would

plague him, if not utterly undo him, as touching

tite things of this world ; aud though by the help

lie had by Godliness's glorious retinue, he was sup

ported and established in the ways of grace and true

holiness, yet he was somewhat disquieted in his

mind ; which Godliness soon perceiving, begun to

consider what the cause of it should be ; but he

qiiickly found out the reason of it; for upon en-

quirjr, he understood, amongst all the good com.

pany Thoughtful had 'got in his house, yet there

wanted one (whom Godliness dearly loved, and

Thoughtful could not be without) whose name, it

seems, was Christian Contentment: And also it

appeared, that thjis noble and high-born. hero, Con

tent, had bee* a' long time wandering about in the

•wilderness of this world, and to seek a fit compa

nion to co-habit or dwell with, J»tU could find not

one.
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CHAP. XIV.

Showing how Thoughtful, meeting zssith his dear

friend Contentment,finding note nothing wanting

in order to the making his life sweet and comfort-

ubie here, and eternally happy hereafter, fell a

tinging Hallelujahs, hymns of praise anil thankt-

giving, to God and the Lamb.

. rjlHOUGHTFUL Christian, for so now we must

call him, notwithstanding nil the high ajul un.

Alterable blessings, riches, and honour he had arri

ved at, by his late embracing True Godliness, re.

mained very sad and melancholy, being attended

•With many desponding cogitations, by perceiving

not only the great distresses and tronbles which his

wife and children were like to meet with in this

world, but also, what sad, unsettled, and unhappy

days he was fallen into, and of the abounding evils

and horrible blasphemies which-stared him in the

face wherever he came; together with the low and

deplorable condition the church of Christ and true;

religion was in, in this dismal hour ; which Godli

ness perceiving, told him ofone Contentment, whom

lie saw he had not yet found ; and that if he could

but obtain thai favour, to persuade him to dwell wiUi

him, his mind would remain sweetly settled and

composed, and that he would enjoy all calmness

and serenity of soul imaginable, being delivered from

all anxious thoughts, about all present aud future

events of things, and undergo all crosses and harsh

est accidents with equanimity and acquiescence of

p
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spirit, wholly submitting unto, and being fully satis

fied with the divine disposal. Now, this glorious,

noble, and renowned prince, Contentment, had

been, if seems, travelling from place to place like a

poor pilgrim, as True Godliness had done, seeking

a fit resting place, but could find none ; for he had

been to visit Riches, but no dwelling there ; and

Poverty also, but found no lodging there ; with

Youth he could find no abode, and Old Age was a

stranger to him ; Pleasure could give bim no enter

tainment ; Honours were forced to say, I know

thee not ; he was net lodged in the prince's palace,

nor in the peasant's cottage; the unmarried sought

him, but could not find him, and the married wished

for him, but there was no abiding for him neither ;

for none of all these states and simple conditions of

men could yield perfect peace, content, and serenity

of mind ; but Thoughtful hearing Godliness speak-

ing of him, that he was used to dwell with him, or

•where he took up his lodging, sent presently his old

friend Consideration to seek out for him, and by

the providence of God it was not long before he

found him ; yet, •for the information of my thinking

reader, I will shew thee a way how Consideration,

by the assistance of Faith, met with him, and

brought him home to his dear master, Thoughtful

Christian, and made him his fixed companion.

First, Consideration led him forth to ponder up

on the divine attributes, providences, and promises

of God; he caused him to consult infinite power,

•wisdom, omniciency, holiness, mercy, goodness,

truth, faithfulness, &c.

Secondly, lie also stirred him up to seek for Con
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tentment, by pondering upon his present state and

condition. ' What,' saith he ' hath God done for

tiuT? Thou wast in the gall of bitterness, and

bond of iniquity, and God hath brought thcc out,

and yet not content ? Thou wast a child of wrath,

and now art a child of God, yet not content ?'

Hast thou God for thy God, Christ for thy Saviour,

the Holy Spirit for thy comforter, and yet not con

tent? Nay, doth God, Christ, and the Holy Spi

rit ("well with thee, and yet not content ? Hast

thou received True Godliness's glorious retinue into

thy house, to abide with thee, to enrich thee, to

strengthen thee, to comfort thee, and make thy life

sweet to thee, and yet not content ? Are thy sing

pardoned, thy soul justified ; hast thou union and

communion with the Father and Son, and yet not con.

tent ? Is thy name writ in the book of life ? Shalt

thou dwell with God and Christ for ever ? Is heaven

thy inheritance ? Art thou an heir of a crown and

kingdom that fadeth not away, and yet not content ?

Nay, let me tell thee, all these things, aud many

more, are absolutely thine with contentment. Come,

art thou willing to possess them, to make them thine

own, and enjoy Ihpm for ever, yea or no ? If thou

wouldest be sure of them, then get Contentment to

dwell with thee; for ' Godliness with contentment
is great gain,' 1 Tim. vi. 6. • It doth not sav Godli.

ness without contentment, but with contentment.

It is this glorious prince, it appears, who puts thee

into the present possession of all true happiness,

and yet not conteut.

Thirdly, Ponder, saith Consideration, upon the

excellency of contentment ; for a saint never looks
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like himself, acts like himself, acts like a person of

such rank and quality, a person who hath received

so many glorious and excellent graces and privileges,

but when in all conditions he is therewith contented.

Fourthly, Ponder, saith Consideration, upon

the evils of discontent1: oh, what dishonour doth it

bring.unto God! What reproach to True Godii.

nes's, and what great wrong to thy own soul!

Fifthly, It is below thy Christian relation, saith

Consideration, to be discontent : it was the speech

of Jonadab to Amon, ' Why art thoo, being a

king's son, lean from day to day ?' But that was,

as one observes, for a wicked cause ; he saw his

spirit was troubled, for otherwise he was fat enough.

It is below thy relation to God, who is thy portion,

thy shield, thy sanctuary, thy Father. David

thought it no small matter to be a son-in-law to an

earthly king ; and art thou the King's son ofheaven

and earth, and yet not content? It is below thy

relation to Jesus Christ : what ! art thou the spouse

of Christ, a member of Christ, the brother ^and

friend of Christ, an hsir with Christ, and yet not

content? It is below thy relation to the Holy

Ghost : is he thy comforter, guide, witness,

strength, and art thou not content? It is below

thy relation to thd holy angels, who are thy guard,

thy attendants, thy friends, thy watchmen ; hast

thou millions of those glorious spirits to minister to

thee, to fight for thee, keep thee in all thy ways, and

yet not content? It is below thy relation to the

saints and heavenly family. Art thoi» brought

home to sit down with them, to partake of all the

*acred privileges of God's house with them, and to
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have a share in all their prayers, and yet not con

tent ? It is below the high and sovereign dignity

thou art raised to. Art thon born from above, a

prince, a favourite of. heaven, an heir of both

worlds, and yet not content ?

Sixthly, It is below those graces, divine helps,

and endowments thou hast received Art thou in

the covenant of grace? Has God tied and bound

himself by promises and holy oaths to help thee,

uphold thee, and keep thee from falling, and yet

not content? Is thy eternal estate secured, art

thou made sure of heaven, and yet discontented I

Lastly, Consider all thy afflictions, troubles, and

sorrows are nothing, in comparison of what other

saints have met with ; nay, to those Jesus Christ

met with himself for thy sake, and art not content.

Besides, are they not less than thy sins deserve, and

yet not content ? nay, and all those hard things thou

meetest with, God will cause to wo*k for thy good,

and yet not content ? all the bitter things thou art

ever like to meet with will be in this world,—no.

thing but sweet hereafter, and yet not content ? all

thy troubles will be soon gone, they are but for a

moment ; besides, they are intermixed with much

sweet, and yet not content? nay, and all sorrows

will be turned into joy, and all tears will be wiped

off from thine eyes, and yet not content? No soon-

er had Consideration laid all these things, and many

other of like nature before him, but lo, to his eter

nal joy, Contentment came in, and was immediately

gloriously welcomed by Godliness's heavenly re.

tinue; yea, it cannot be imagined what rejoicing

now there was in poor Thought•fill's house; it

P3
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would do also one's heart good to see how the scat.

tere.d powers of the en«my were forced to fly into

holes. Apollyon himself was fain to pull in his

horn, Despond was vanished, cursed Disquiet and

Murmur could find no more place in his house : O

this to him was the day of days.

Upon this, perceiving Glorious Content with

triumph was entering into his house, to dwell with

the rest of True Godliness's heavenly retinue, and

that there was now nothing wanting to make his

life comfortable here, and happy hereafter, he fell a

singing of sweet hymns of praise and thanksgiving

to God.
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A SWEEP

HYMN OF PRAISE.

TrRUE GODLINESS is come to me,

And with him also, lo, I see

His glorious train, who will attend

My precious soul unto the end.

No day like this hath ever been,

Content with Triumph's enter'* in.

I love thee, and admire thee ton,

What work remains thou'll help me do.

My chiefest business it is done,

Possess the house which thou hast won.

The fruits of conquest now begin,

Content with Triumph's euter'd in.

What's this* ? Don't boast; what can it be?

Remains there still an enemy ?

Have I o'ercome all deadly foes,

And shall this Old-man me oppose ?

The fruits of conquest nowbegw,

Content with Triumph's enter'd in.

* Indteelting Sin mooes ag»ia.
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I shall, I'm sure, be rid of thee,

And then how happy shall I be !

When G6dliness in me doth reign,

Along with his most glorious train ;

And not a foe dares once appear,

0 then what triumphs I shall hear !

Can man on earth more happy be ?

1 peace possess, I glory see.

God and Christ with me do dwell,

I'm sure of heaven, sav'd from hell.

The fruits of conquest now begin,

Content with Triumph's cnter'd iu.

FINIS,

J. and J. Jackson, Printers,

Louth, Lincolnshire.
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