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Historical Setting of the Charleston Baptist Association Summary of Church Discipline

In addition to confessional statements, Baptistaes and associations in America soon felt the
necessity of giving fuller explanation and expasitto their principles of church government and
church discipline as a means of providing moreitbetanstruction on these matters. Moreover, these
statements served to better define and descrilreuth@erstanding of the Biblical pattern of church
organization and administration, the role of chusfficers (pastors/elders and deacons), and spscifi
concerning the process of church discipline.

In 1743 the Philadelphia Baptist Association suibgct such a statement. Entitl@d@hort Treatise of
Church Discipline. It became, through the wide sphere of influencihefPhiladelphia Association,

the standard for many years in Particular Baphstches throughout the American colonies. Other
Baptist associations also produced similar workd, ia 1767 the Charleston Baptist Association, the
largest Particular Baptist association in the Sorguested that the pastors of two of its member
churches draw up a document similar in scope totieeadopted by the Philadelphia Association. The
document, which became known AsSummary of Church Discipline, was revised and officially
adopted by the Charleston Association in 1773 als then published by the Association in 1774.

The primary reason for preparing their own statameshgiven in the introduction, wa$d' remove, in
some measure, the ignorance of but too many chunsembers, about discipline.”To those who
objected that the Philadelphia Association's tseabin the subject was sufficient, they explainedr th
purpose was.".not to depreciate the value of that piece; itshaerited much from the Baptist
Churches; but it is out of print, and we apprehemat so explicit as this...”And ensuring that no one
doubted their commendation of the Philadelphia dwent they further noted,.“we have borrowed
many hints from it.”

True to their Baptist principles and the clearestagnts of the Second London and Philadelphia
Confessions of Faith, the introduction to Bumary is unequivocal in its submission to Scripture
alone as the sole and final authority on all chunaiters, and unmistakable in its stand against
coercive church bodiesWe mean not to impose our sentiments on any penabatever, or to
anathematize those who differ from us in opinionh& Word of God and no human composition, is
the standard, by which our principles and conducust be tried. Nevertheless, we hope this small
piece may be of some use, for the right understaigdof God’s Word, with regard to the points
treated on; and we desire that the Scriptures reéel to may be carefully consulted, to see whether
these things be true.”

The Summary of Church Discipline defined the Baptist understanding of the locakchand gave
rules for constituting one. It taught that underi€tralone the church has thedwer of government
within itself,” which included thépower and privilege of choosing its own officersxercising its
own discipline (Matt. 18:17), and of administerinte Word and its ordinances, for the edification
and comfort of its members (Acts 2:46)It' outlined the qualifications and duties of tixtoffices of
the church, ministers and deacons, and told hawdain them. It instructed how to receive new
members and enumerated the members’ duties. lhiegol the benefits of associations and defined
their nature. It also explained in great detailgaral church discipline and gave directions for
administering it. The Charleston Discipline, as ibften called, represented the ecclesiological
positions of most Baptist churches in the Soutthéeighteenth and nineteenth centuries and became
the standard statement of church order and diseiftir southern Baptist churches.



PREFACE

THE following Summary of Church Discipline, beinggigned chiefly for the benefit of the poor and
unlearned, is contracted into a very narrow compass exhibited in the plainest language. Thishwit
whatever defects it has, will require the candathefmore learned and intelligent.

To remove, in some measure, the ignorance of louti@ny church members, about discipline, was the
principal motive for engaging in this work.

We mean not to impose our sentiments on any peviatever, or to anathematize those who differ
from us in opinion. The Word of God and no humamposition, is the standard, by which our
principles and conduct must be tried.

Nevertheless, we hope this small piece may beraksase, for the right understanding of God’s Word,
with regard to the points treated on; and we dekmethe Scriptures referred to may be carefully
consulted, to see whether these things be true.

Some may say, "There is no call for this publicatigeeing there is such a valuable treatise orchhur
discipline, published some years ago by the PHibduie Association.”

We mean not to depreciate the value of that pietes merited much from the Baptist Churches;itout
is out of print, and we apprehend not so explisitras; besides some things therein appear to us
exceptionable. However, we have borrowed many Hiata it; and are greatly indebted to the late
learned, pious and judicious Dr. Gill, for whataken from his Exposition and Body of Divinity.

May the Great Head of the Church bless this featiampt to promote his honor, and the welfare sf hi
churches.



CHAPTERII
Of aTrueand Orderly Gospel Church

1. GOD in every age has had, has, and will haveuach or people in the world, consisting of a geeat
or less number, and subsisting under various fa@masin diverse circumstances, Acts 7:38, Eph. 3:21.

The catholic or universal church, considered ctitety forms one complete and glorious body, Song
of Sol. 6:9, called Christ’s mystical body, of whibe is the head, Col. 1:18, Eph. 1:22. This is the
general assembly and church of the first born, vaie written in heaven, Heb. 12:23.

Under the Old Testament dispensation, the churchpretty much confined to family or nation; but
under the present administration Christ gathersrtself a people from among all nations, Matt.

28:19, 20. And being thus gathered, by the powe&lofst in the gospel, it becomes their duty tadeni

in distinct churches, Acts 2:41, 47, that they mank together, in all the commandments and
ordinances of the Lord blameless. Hence we fintduhder the gospel, churches were settled wherever
there was a sufficient number of converts for thapose, Rev. 2 and 3.

A particular gospel church consists of a compangadrfits incorporated by a special covenant into one
distinct body, and meeting together in one plagetie enjoyment of fellowship with each other and
with Christ their head, in all his institutions, tteeir mutual edification and the glory of God thgh

the Spirit, 2 Cor. 8:5, Acts 2:1.

2. The temple of the Lord is not to be built witkad but living materials, 1 Pet. 2:5. None haviglat r
to church membership but such as Christ will owhiassincere followers at the last decisive day,
whatever pretensions they may make to an intemdssifavor, Matt. 7:22, 23. Except a man be born
again, he has no right to enter into the kingdor@odl, or into a gospel church, John 3:3. Christ is
living Head and will have none but living membersis mystical body, John 15:6.

3. The constitution of churches is plainly suppoges 2:47, Matt. 18:17, etc., and it is necessary
order that the disciples of Christ may enjoy thdireince of the Lord’s Supper, which is a church
ordinance, that they watch over one another, warutruly, and lay censures on disorderly and
impenitent persons.

The Scriptures do not absolutely determine the rarmobpersons necessary to constitute a church; but
as our Lord has said, Where two or three are gadhegether in my name, there am | in the midst of
them, Matt. 18:20, it should seem as if that nundfeyodly persons might, at least in some urgent
cases, form a church essential, though not a clamatplete, or duly organized, for lack of officers.
Experience has sometimes proved that such smatifiags have been succeeded with a large
increase, consistent with that encouraging proniése,60:22, a little one shall become a thousand,

a small one a strong nation.

A gospel church is not national, but congregatiofhls was evidently the case in the apostolic age;
hence Paul sent a general epistle to the sevanattods in Galatia, Gal. 1:1, 2, and our Lord hirnsel
ordered epistles to be written to the seven distiharches in Asia, Rev. 2 and 3.

With regard to the manner of constituting a chuicmust be by the consent and desire of the [gartie
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concerned; and it will be expedient to call in anister or ministers, if to be had, to assist on tha
important occasion. The parties being met fastimg solemnity ought to be opened by fervent prayer
to God, Phil. 4:6; next a sermon suitable to theasmn should be preached; and then, for the mutual
satisfaction of every individual, a strict inqusiiould be made into their experience of a workratg
on their hearts, their soundness in the doctrifésithh and the goodness of their lives and
conversation; unless, as members of churchescthreg honorably recommended for that purpose.
Being thus satisfied with each other’s graces araifications, and united in the bond of love they
should give up themselves to the Lord and to omm¢heen by the will of God, 2 Cor. 8:5, by subscripin
a written covenant consistent with the Word of Ged, 44:5, thereby binding and obliging themselves
to be the Lord’s, to walk in all his commands andirmances, and in all respects to behave towards
each other as brethren, agreeable to the spirglalon they now enter into.

Being thus united in one body, under Christ theeidh they become and are to be deemed a church
essential, founded on the gospel plan. Let them tatfy their engagements by a participation @ th
Lord’s supper, and so conclude the solemnity.

4. A church thus constituted has the keys, or pafgovernment, within itself, having Christ fos it
head, and his law for its rule. It has the powaet privilege of choosing its own officers, Acts 613:2,
exercising its own discipline, Matt. 18:17, andadiministering the Word and ordinances, for the
edification and comfort of its members, Acts 2:Ab.which, with every other act of discipline, each
distinct church may exercise, without being subjedhe cognizance of any other church, presbytery,
synod, or council whatever, 1 Cor. 5:12, Matt. 8:1

Churches being vested with such power ought tatwsih prudence lest they dishonor Christ and his
cause or wound their fellow members, 1 Cor. 108Im. 15:2. To guard against which, church
business should be debated deliberately with htyn@hd moderation; that, if possible, the members
may be unanimous in all their determinations. N#ihatess, when this unanimity cannot be attained, a
majority of the male members may determine, andrimerity ought peaceably to submit. This
appears not only from that general rule, Eph. 5s2bmitting yourselves one to another in the féar o
God; but more clearly from 2 Cor. 2:6, sufficieatsich a man is this punishment, which was inflicte
of many: Which many supposes a majority; in thgiodl it is hupo ton pleionon, by the more, the
greater or major part. Which plainly points outeidion by a majority.

Female members may, when called upon, act as w#éses a church; and when aggrieved, are to
make known their case, either in person or by ¢gheropand must have a proper regard paid them. But
they are excluded from all share of rule or govesntin the church, 1 Cor. 14:34, 35; 1 Tim. 2:14,, 1



CHAPTER |1
Of Church Officers

THE ordinary officers of the church, and the onhes now existing, are ministers and deacons, Phil.
1:1. In the first gospel churches there were otfffecers such as apostles, prophets, and evangelist
Cor. 12:28, Eph. 4:11, who were endowed with extlimary gifts, which were then necessary for the
confirmation of the gospel, but have since becoxtie&.

1. Ministers of the gospel, who are frequentlyezielders, bishops, pastors and teachers, arerdag@oi
by Christ to the highest office in the church, #imerefore need peculiar qualifications such as are
pointed out, 1 Tim. 3:2-7 and Titus 1:5-10.

As they have the charge of souls, and are leaddh®ihouse of God, churches cannot be too careful
choosing men to the ministerial function. They dughbe men fearing God, being born again of the
Spirit, sound in the faith, and of blameless ligaesl conversations, as becomes the gospel of Christ,
having fervent desires to glorify God and save salohn 3:10, 2 Tim. 1:13, 1 Tim. 3:2, Rom. 9:3,
10:1.

A church having no minister should look among i;ianembers and see if there be any who seem to
have promising gifts and graces for that great wibrkuch a one is found, he is to be put on pevat
trial for a season; when on finding him promisiaggd that they are edified by his preaching, they ma
call him to preach in public. After which, if it sbld appear that his rod, like Aaron’s, buds, bboss,

and bears fruit, he is to be set apart by ordinatizat he may perform every part of the sacred
function, Acts 13:2, 3. But should no such perseridund in the church, it is the duty of a sister
church, if possible, to supply them. And if a perseho is a member of another church be approved,
and be inclined to accept a call from them, he rfitgtbecome a member with them, so that they may
choose him from among themselves, see Acts 1:21s Were deacons chosen, Acts 6:3.

The candidate having accepted the call of the ¢thuhey proceed to his ordination, which is to be
done in the following manner, viz. If there is @osufficient presbytery in the church, neighboring
elders are to be called and authorized to perfbangervice. The day is set apart by fasting aagiguy
Acts 13:2, 3; 14:23. The elders [ministers] beiatgsfied with regard to the gifts, graces, soundrés
principles, and becoming life and conversatiorhef ¢andidate; the church being met, and giving thei
suffrage for his ordination, a sermon is to be gnea on the occasion, and he declaring his willasgn
and inward call to take upon him the sacred officEor. 9:16. A public confession of his faith wok
required, then the ministers lay their hands orhked and by prayer set him apart to the great wbrk
the ministry. This done, they give him the righhtdaf fellowship, Gal. 2:9, and then one of the
ministers publicly gives him a charge or directbow to behave himself in the house of God, 2 Tim.
4:5. The solemnity is concluded by prayer, singarg] a blessing on the whole congregation.

A minister, being ordained, has authority from Ghto preach the gospel and baptize believersyn an
part of the world where God, in his providence, raaly him. But if he should be called unto and
accept the pastoral charge of any particular churetwill be more immediately confined to them and
they to him, 1 Pet. 5:1-3.

Persons thus commissioned are to attend to thek with all possible engagedness, as it becomes
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those who have the charge of souls. They musttgemselves up to study, prayer, and meditation, 1
Tim. 4:14-16, that they may be workmen who needoeohashamed, 2 Tim. 2:15. They must be instant
in season and out of season, preaching the putardescof the gospel, 2 Tim. 1:13; 4:2. They are to
feed the Lord’s flock with spiritual bread, Acts:28, to preach with the view of bringing souls to
Christ, and not for the sake of honor or filthyrieicThey are not to lord it over God’s heritage, tiou

be patient and tenderhearted, 1 Peter 5:3; 2 Ti2d, 25. They are to watch over the flock, to camnfo
the feebleminded, 1 Thess. 5:14; to sound the alatime wicked and obstinate, Ezek. 3:17, 18; and t
set their faces like flints against profanenessematy vice.

They should often visit the flock committed to thelnarge, to know the state of their souls, thayth
may speak a word in season to them, catechizeotind yinstruct the ignorant, and pray with and for
them. They are especially to visit the sick andéhwho are otherwise afflicted, Ezek. 34:4.

They are to administer the ordinances of the gaspelstrict conformity to the Word of God, Heb58:
to preside in the affairs of the church, and saegtrict discipline is duly executed therein, H&B.7,
17. In a word, they are to be examples to the flotkvord, in conversation, in charity, in spiiit,
faith, and in purity, 1 Tim. 4:12.

2. As it is the duty of ministers more particulatdygive themselves to prayer and to the ministithe
Word, God has appointed officers to be employetiéninferior services of the church, namely
deacons, whose qualifications are pointed out, Bi&s1 Tim. 3:8-13.

Deacons are likewise to be chosen by the suffr@gfeecchurch from among its own members, and,
being first proved, are to be set apart to thatefby prayer and laying on of hands, Acts 6:2-6.

The office of a deacon is to relieve the ministenf the secular concerns of the church; hencedhey
called Helps, 1 Cor: 12:28. Their business is toeséables; "The table of the Lord, by providing th
bread and wine for it; receiving both from the rater, when blessed, and distributing them to the
members; and collecting from them for the poor, treddefraying the charge; and observing what
members are missing at the ordinance, whom thetoaadmonish; and if their admonitions are not
regarded, to report it to the church: and theylikesvise to serve the minister’s table, by takirgec
that he has a sufficient competency for his suppod it belongs to them to stir up the memberthef
church to their duty in communicating to him; andatthey receive of them, they are to apply to his
use: and also, they are to serve the poor's tablehom they are to distribute of the church’s ktoc
with all impartiality, simplicity, cheerfulness asgmpathy,” Dr. Gill on Acts 6:2. By the faithful
discharge of their office, they shall purchasenteniselves a good degree, and great boldness in the
faith, 1 Tim. 3:13.



CHAPTER 111
Of Receiving Personsto Church Membership

A CHURCH thus founded on the Scripture plan oughdliserve good order, as in all other cases, so
also in the admission of members into their commyuni

1. Every well regulated society requires qualificas in its members; much more should a church of
Jesus Christ be careful that none be admittedtstmmmunion, but such as are possessed of those
prerequisites pointed out in Scripture.

They must be truly gracious persons. None aredtennals of a gospel church, without having first
experienced an entire change of nature, Matt. M&8ly | say unto you, except ye be converted, and
become as little children, ye shall not enter thikingdom of heaven. By which is intended a gbspe
church state, as the context clearly shews. Tedhee purpose is John 3:5. Christ’s church is dtsair
house, built up of lively stones, i.e., of livingus, 1 Pet. 2:5. By nature we are dead in treggamsd
sins, and Christ does not place such dead materibls spiritual building. It is certain the Eplaas
church was not composed of such materials, Eph.Thd members of the church at Rome were the
called of Jesus Christ, Rom. 1:6, called out okdass into the Lord’s marvelous light, 1 Pet. 2:9,
called to be saints, Rom. 1:7, as were the mendfere church at Corinth, 1 Cor. 1:2, and the
churches in general are called churches of thessdirCor. 14:33. The members of the church at
Colosse are denominated not only saints, but fdithrethren in Christ, Col. 1:2, or true believars
him. None but such have a right to ordinances, 883. Without faith none discern the Lord’s body i
the Supper, and consequently must eat and drinlorihily, 1 Cor. 11:29. Indeed without faith it is
impossible to please God, Heb. 11:6.

The Church of England, in her Articles, defineapel church as "a congregation of faithful men, in
which the pure word of God is preached, and theasaents duly administered.” Of such "faithful
men" or believers in Christ was the first churclextusalem composed, Acts 2:41; 5:14. Those whom
the Lord add to the church were such as shoulébeds Acts 2:47. Let those look to it who make the
church of Christ a harlot by opening the door ah&sion so wide as to suffer unbelievers,
unconverted, and graceless persons to crowd imihbut control.

They should be persons of some competent knowlefideine and spiritual things; who have not
only knowledge of themselves, and of their losteskyy nature, and of the way of salvation by Christ
but have some degree of knowledge of God in hisreaperfections, and works; and of Christ in his
person as the Son of God, of his proper deityjofritarnation, of his offices as prophet, priesid
king; of justification by his righteousness, pardnhis blood, satisfaction by his sacrifice, amdhis
prevalent intercession. And also of the Spirit @idGhis person, offices and operations; and of the
important truths of the gospel, and doctrines atgr or how otherwise should the church be tharpill
and ground of truth?

Their lives and conversations ought to be sucheasieth the gospel of Christ, Phil. 1:27; thatakyh
just, and upright, Psalm 15:1, 2; if their practomtradicts their profession they are not to bmitidd
to church membership. Holiness becomes the Loalsé forever, Psalm 93:5.

They ought to be truly baptized in water, i.e.jioynersion, upon a profession of their faith, agbéea
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to the ancient practice of John the Baptist andapfestles of our Lord Jesus Christ, Matt. 3:6, John
3:23, Rom. 6:4 , Acts 8:36-38. It is allowed bytakt baptism is essential to church communion and
ought to precede it; there is not one instancenWord of God of any being admitted without i th
three thousand penitents, after they had gladkgived the Word, were baptized; and then, and not
before, were added to the church; so the firstadhat Samaria consisted of men and women baptized
by Philip, they believing what he said concerning kingdom of God. And Lydia and her household,
and the jailor and his, being baptized upon thethf laid the foundation of the church at Philipjnd
the church at Corinth was begun with persons wiaoihg the Word, believed and were baptized; and
the church at Ephesus was first formed by somepliescbaptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, Acts
2:41; 8:12; 16:15, 31-33; 18:8; 19:5. So the membéthe churches at Rome, Galatia, and Colosse
were baptized persons, Rom. 6:3, 4; Gal. 3:27; Za&R.

2. Persons making application are to be admittedtire communion of a church by the common
suffrage of its members; being first satisfied tiaty have the qualifications laid down in the
preceding section; for which purpose candidates sase under examination before the church; and
if it should happen that they do not give satistagtthey should be set aside until a more satisfgac
profession is made, 1 Tim. 6:12.

It may be that one or two of the members of theaihhave conceived a prejudice against a person
applying for fellowship; in this case they are ®duly heard and if their objections are of sudfii
weight the candidate must be set aside; if notpthprity of voices ought, in all reason, to dedtde
When the church concludes that the person appfgingnembership may be admitted the minister is to
acquaint him with the rules and orders of God’'ssa@nd upon his promising, covenanting, and
agreeing strictly to observe them, as assistethdbpirit of God, the minister, in behalf of theuoth,

Is to give him the right hand of fellowship, andrézeive him as a member into union and full
communion with that particular church; whereby kedmes entitled to all the rights and privileges
thereof, Col. 2:19, Rom. 15:7, 2 Cor. 8:5.

If a member should desire a transient or occasicor@amunion in any church to which he does not
belong, if it be well known that he is an orderbrgon, he may be admitted to the Lord’s tablejhieut
should have nothing to do with the government efchurch, unless his advice and assistance be
asked. But a person unknown should by no meandrbétad without a satisfactory letter of
recommendation from the church to which he belongs.

When a member removes his residence nearer toargdthrch of the same faith and order, he is
bound in duty to procure a letter of dismissionrirthe church to which he belongs, Acts 18:27. And
the church to which he is removed is bound in datyeceive him into union and full communion,
unless it should appear that he is either immarais life or unsound in his principles. But leb#
remembered that he continues a member of his owrcklirom whence he came until he is received
into the church to which he is removing, Acts 3:28. That it is the duty of a believer to give hatiis

as a member of an orderly church nearest to hceméresidence, or which he can most conveniently
attend, appears plain from the following consideret (1) by the neglect of this duty he will deyari
himself of the edification, comfort, loving institi@n, watchful care, and faithful admonitions o$ hi
fellow members; (2) it would give room to suspeetwas impatient of that restraint which every
humble member deems his mercy; (3) it would seemhhesaimed at screening himself from necessary
contributions, or church discipline; (4) such aleegcasts a manifest contempt on the church and
ministry near which he resides; (5) were this catdo be allowed and become general, it would cause
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great confusion among the churches; and as sudicige can suit none but careless and disorderly
persons, the church they belong to ought to adrhahism and if they still persist, to censure them.

The same reasons hold good against those who eejdismission from the church they belong to
unto one more remote. If one member may be so g&gmdj another may, even officers of the church as
well as others. To dismiss a member to the worldrge, would be yet more preposterous, and ought
never to be done in any other way than by excomeoatiion. The usual plea for such an unreasonable
request is either that they cannot profit undehsuministry or that the concerns of the churchnarte
properly managed; but the truth is pride is gemggtlthe bottom of such desires, for an humble
Christian will esteem others better than himsedgrowith the infirmities of the weak, and pray and
hope to find a blessing where Providence cast®tis

It sometimes happens that an orderly member isd#ly Providence to remove, but (like Abraham,
Heb. 11:8) he knows not whither; in such case theah to which he belongs ought to furnish him
with a letter of commendation, permitting him tanjany church of the same faith and order, where
Providence may cast his lot, Col. 4:10. On his pedmitted into any such church, he is dismissed
from the church of which he was a member, and adliereof should be given them as soon as
possible.

Members who have been suspended or excommunicatibe lchurch and giving satisfactory evidence
of their repentance are to be cautioned against\the of which they were guilty; and on their
promising, with the Lord’s assistance, to lead dydieves for the future, they are to be again reed

into full communion with the church and have thghtihand of fellowship given them, Gal. 6:1, 2, 2
Cor. 2:7, 8, but they are not on any account tecebaptized, Eph. 4:5.
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CHAPTER IV
Of the Duties | ncumbent on Church Members

A CHURCH constituted after the heavenly patterass city set on a hill, from which the glories of
rich and free grace abundantly shine, Psalm 5M2.tiue members of it have the light of the gospel
shining in their hearts, by the Holy Spirit, ané antitled to all the blessings of the new covenaph.
1:3. And being thus blessed, their faith is a fyalktive faith, not only purifying their heartsjtb
working by love, Gal. 5:6, whereby they becomeligjiet of the world, Matt. 5:14-16, which they
make apparent by a faithful discharge of the dgigeined them by the Lord Jesus Christ, the great
Head of the church, James 2:18.

1. As ministers are the representatives of Chars, employed by him in a work that is both usehd a
honorable, there are certain duties incumbent lameinbers of churches toward them. As (1) they owe
them distinguishing honor and reverence, and ameldthem in reputation as the ambassadors of
Christ, Phil. 2:29; 2 Cor. 5:20, and to esteem tigghly for their work’s sake, 1 Thess. 5:13. (2)eV
are to contribute, according to their respectiviéitas, towards their ministers support, Gal. Gitat,
being freed as much as possible from the carateptthiey may wholly devote themselves to the dutie
of their holy function, and have it in their poweruse hospitality, 1 Tim. 3:2, and stretch out the
benevolent hand of charity to the poor in distr€&a, 2:10, which maintenance ought not to be
considered as a gratuity, but as a debt due torthaister. The law of nature requires it, 1 Timl& In
the Lord’s grants to Israel there was always arvesmade for the priests; under the gospel, pronisi
is made for the support of its ministers, 1 Cor-94. (3) They are to obey and submit themselves to
their ministers, Eph. 6:18-20. (4) They ought amdtby and assist them in all their troubles and
afflictions, 2 Tim. 4:16, Job 6:14. (5) They shouvddeive no accusation against them without full
proof, 1 Tim. 5:19. (6) Nor should they expose thirmities, Acts 23:5, 3 John 10. (7) They stoul
follow their example, as far as they follow ChrtThess. 3: 7, 1 Cor. 11:1.

2. Deacons being in an honorable office in the duthe members are: (1) to respect and esteem them
as being employed by the Lord to serve in the hualgleof faith, and as men whom (if faithful) God

will greatly honor and bless, 1 Tim. 3:13, Matt:2E (2) to submit to their godly and friendly
admonitions, 1 Cor. 16:16; (3) to encourage thethéir office by cheerful and liberal contributions

for the service of God’s house, his ministers, laisdooor, 2 Cor. 9:6, 7.

3. The members of a church are bound in duty (I9uwe all men, but especially to love and do gamd t
them who are of the household of faith, Gal. 6 a@lbDmust be done from a principle of love, 1 Jdhn
7-11, John 13:3 4, 35; (2) to follow after the gsrwhich make for peace, Rom. 14:19, in order to
which they are to put the most favorable constaumnctin words an d actions that are doubtful, 1 Cor.
13:7, and to speak no evil one of another, Janids 4nd to endeavor, by a disinterested and godly
behavior, to sow the fruit of righteousness in gedames 3:18, carefully avoiding whisperings and
backbitings, 2 Cor. 12:20, not to be busy meddhetis the concerns of others, 2 Thess. 3:11, not to
take up an evil report against another, Acts 2mb6,do any thing through strife and vain gloryhjlP
2:3; (3) to endeavor after each other’s edificaaod growth in grace, 1 Thess. 5:11, 2 Pet. 34)30(
pray for each other, James 5:16; (5) to visit eztbler, especially when sick or otherwise afflict&dts
15:36, James 1:27, and those visits ought to beaweyl for edification, therefore they should spend
the time in praying together, Psalm 34:3, in gagipversation, Mal. 3:16, in exhorting and
encouraging each other, Heb. 3:13, Psalm 55:14iagand admonishing one another, 1 Thess. 5:14,
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Rom. 15:14, ingenuously confessing their faulterie another, so far as Christian prudence will
permit, James 5:16, and administering all poss#iief to the needy and distressed, James 2:15, 16;
(6) to avoid, as much as possible, going to laviawdch other, 1 Cor. 6:1-7; (7) to prefer marrying
among themselves as far as it may be done withepiee Amos 3:3, 2 Cor. 6:14; (8) and to labor to
find out the cause of shyness in a brother, as asdhis discovered, Matt. 5:23, 24.

4. The duties of members to the church are: (byag for its peace and prosperity, and use thamost
endeavors to promote its welfare, Psalm 122:69)%h&y ought carefully to attend all church
meetings, whether for public worship or business) HL0:25, Psalm 84:4, 10; (3) it is their duty to
submit to the order and discipline of the churchfas as it is consistent with the Word of God, Deu
5:1, Heb. 13:17; (4) they are to employ their tedeand freely bestow of their substance for theiser
of the church, Rom. 12:6-8, Prov. 3:9, 10; (5) thmyst carefully avoid jarrings, contentions and
quarrels in the church, 1 Cor. 10:32, Rom. 2:8a&]) they must not divulge any of the church’s
secrets, Song of Sol. 4:12.
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CHAPTER YV
Of Church Censures

REWARDS and penalties give sanction to law; theeefur Lord Jesus Christ, who is the only
supreme Head of the church, in giving laws andturtgins for the government thereof, has annexed
rewards of grace to the faithful and obedient olesmrof them and punishments to be inflicted on the
rebellious, Heb. 11:6, Rom. 2:6-9, Rev. 22:12.

There are some punishments which our righteous harvgflicts more immediately with his own
hand, either by his providence in this world orthg execution of divine wrath in the world to come.
There are other punishments which Christ, by hisdMauthorizes his church to inflict on its rebmlis
and unworthy members. These are commonly callecthheensures which differ in their nature
according to the nature and degree of the offearsdt may be denominated rebuke, suspension, and
excommunication.

1. Rebuke or admonition (the lowest degree of dnaensure) is a reproving of an offender, pointing
out the offense, charging it upon the consciendeisang and exhorting him to repentance,
watchfulness, and new obedience, and praying farthat he may be reclaimed, Titus 1:13. This, and
all other church censures, must be administerémvimand tenderness, Rev. 3:19, with Christian
prudence, 1 Tim. 1:3, a sincere aim to save thefsam death, James 5:19, 20; 2 Cor. 13:10; G4l, 6:
without partiality, 1 Tim. 5:21, and for a cautitmothers, 1 Tim. 5:20.

A member becomes worthy of rebuke, (1) when he wsuhe conscience of a weak brother, by the
use of things in themselves indifferent, 1 Corl812; (2) when he exposes the infirmities of ateo
to others, 1 Pet. 4:8; (3) when he disquiets tlee@@f the brethren about matters of indiffereRman.
14:19-22; (4) when he indulges anger against dérotvithout a just cause, Matt. 5:22; (5) whenshe
contentious about unscriptural forms and fashiassf they were necessary to be used in the charrch
among the members, 1 Cor. 11:16; (6) when he nisgbevately to admonish or reprove a brother
whom he knows to be guilty of sin, Lev. 19:17; @hen he neglects to attend church meetings for
business, Acts 6:2; (8) and when he attends ofaeeg of worship to the neglect of his own, Heb.
10:25.

2. Suspension, considered as a church censuhatiadt of a church whereby an offending member,
being found guilty, is set aside from office, frohe Lord’s table, and from the liberty of judging o
voting in any case. By this act the staff beautyraken, but not the staff bands, Zech. 11:10, 14.
Therefore as this censure does not cut off froemrbut only from communion with the church, the
suspended member is not to be accounted as enatagdionished as a brother, 2 Thess. 3:15, and
upon a credible profession of repentance the cerisuo be taken off and the delinquent restorealito
the privileges of the church.

This censure is to be administered in case of awitd@ch do not amount so high as to deserve
excommunication, as (1) when a member breaks theepaf the church by janglings and disputings, |
Tim. 1:6; 6:5; (2) when he withdraw s from the attuon account of its wholesome discipline,
notwithstanding loving admonitions have been gikien, John 6:66, Jude 19; (3) when he leaves his
place at the Lord’s table for the sake of anothemiper with whom he is off ended, and neglects to do
his duty by him as directed, Matt. 18:15; (4) winenbroaches unsound, heretical principles, Titus
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3:10; (5) when he is a busy tattler and backbireglm 50:19-21; (6) when he through sloth neglects
the necessary duties of life, 1 Tim. 5:8; (7) wherhas committed a gross crime but gives some soken
of repentance, he is to be suspended that theltimag have time to judge of his sincerity, 1 Jotn 4
(8) and when a party of members, like Korah andccbmmpany, break through their covenant
obligations and attempt to set up for themselveaniirregular manner and in opposition to all the
loving persuasions of the majority, such are trueakers and despisers of those that are good, 2 Tim
3:3. In a word, all practices that in their ownuratand tendency are destructive of the reputation,
peace, and prosperity of the church and yet app®ao be past remedy, merit this censure.

3. As excommunication is on all hands acknowledgdak an ordinance of Christ, the great Head of
the church, and a censure in its own nature, yapprtant, awful, and tremendous, it is highly neédf
that churches should well understand the naturie of

Excommunication is a censure of the highest degfreea judicial act of the church in which, byeth
authority of Christ, she cuts off and entirely ext#s an unworthy member from union and communion
with the church, and from all the rights and pegeés thereof. "It is a disfranchising from all the
immunities of a fellow-citizen with the saints, atading from him a place and a name in the house of
God" (Gill).

This censure, awful as it is, respects only thatspi concerns of a man, as related to the chud,
does by no means affect his temporal estate, draffairs; it does not subject him to fines,
imprisonment, or death; it does not interfere itk business of the civil magistrate; nor doesatk
in upon the natural and civil relations between raad wife, parents and children, masters and
servants; nor forbid attendance on the externaistnynof the Word.

To deliver an offender unto Satan for the destomctif the flesh, 1 Cor. 5:5, was an act purely
Apostolical, for it was not the act of the churthgr is this a form of excommunication; nor wassthi
phrase ever used in excommunicating persons bygrimtive churches; nor ought it ever to be uséd; i
is what no man, or set of men, have power to do sowe the ceasing of the extraordinary giftshef t
Spirit, which the apostles were endowed with; wdsthey had a power over Satan to dispossess him
from the bodies of men, so to deliver up the bodfesen into his hands" (Dr. Gill on the text). en
the apostle writing to Timothy on a similar caseyresses it as done by himself, and not by theothur
1 Tim. 1:20.

The act of excommunication is expressed by vanpbuiases; as by avoiding familiar conversation with
such, Rom. 16:17, by not keeping company with the@or. 5:9, Eph. 5:11, by not eating with them at
the Lord’s table, 1 Cor. 5:11 by purging out frdme thurch the old leaven, 1 Cor. 5:7, by puttingyaw
the wicked from among them, | Cor. 5:13, by withwiirag from disorderly persons, and by cutting
them off from fellowship with the saints, 2 The3%, Gal. 5:12.

The subjects of this ordinance are members whguhg of notorious an d atrocious crimes, which
are so, either in their own nature or by meansinfisy aggravations. There are some crimes so high
and pernicious in their own nature as to call fspaedy excommunication, unless the most evident
marks of repentance appear in the offender, aall($)ns that are against the letter of the ten
commandments, Rom. 7:12, Matt. 5:17; (2) all tlaitfor severe corporal punishments from human
laws, provided those laws are not contrary to #weslof God, Prov. 8:15, Rom. 13:1-4, 1 Peter 2:13,
14; (3) and all such sins as are highly scandalotiseir nature and expose the church to conteinpt,

15



Tim. 5:24, 1 Cor. 5:2. We find black catalogs afsswhich call for this censure, in 1 Cor. 5:11 &rf@}-
10. And indeed for crimes of an inferior nature ewlaggravated by a contumacious [stubbornly
rebellious] despising of the authority of the chiufafter the more gentle censures have been used)
excommunication ought to take place.

But an offender, even of the highest rank, who gislear, evident, and satisfactory proofs of a,true
sincere, evangelical repentance is by no means extommunicated. Does not reason itself suggest
that we ought to forgive those who repent, anddtiwasom God has forgiven? Christ our great pattern
did so, as appears in the case of the woman takadultery, John 8:11. Peter also is an instance of
Christ’s readiness to forgive penitents. Peter avaeember of that congregation in the midst of which
Christ sung praises to his Father, Psalm 22:22r Rt foully, he denied his Master with oaths and
curses, a horrid crime! Did Christ immediately buh off? No, but admonished him by a look; the
offender repented; the penitent was forgiven. lbeirches follow the example which Christ has set
them.

The act of excommunication may not be performed byember on himself; such a one, said Dr. Gill,
is a felo de se, he is, in effect, a self-murdeékerconsent is necessary to a person’s comingheato
church, so none can go out of it without its consén attempt it is to break covenant with the chwr
and, as much as in a man lies, to break up thekhBy the same rule that one member may thus
leave the church, another may, the pastor magayt the tendency of which conduct, all may see is
confusion and destruction. Those, therefore, wieayairlty of it, ought to be looked upon as
trucebreakers, proud, arrogant, dangerous perandgp be dealt with as such. And they should be
avoided by all other churches.

No man has a right of himself to perform this ceasit is a punishment inflicted by many, 2 Cor.2:6
But this great censure is to be executed "by ttersl[ministers] of churches, with the consentef t
members of them; for they have a right to do thisyious to their having elders, and when they have
none, as to receive members, so to expel thempdwer of it originally lies in the church; the
authority of executing it lies in the elders, witie consent and by the order of the church; as the
directions to the churches concerning this matgstjfy." (Gill)

To proceed regularly in this solemn business theadhmust cite an accused member to appear, either
at a stated church meeting of business, or at emsamal meeting for that purpose; in order that he
may have a fair trial and an opportunity of makimg defense if he has any to make. The meeting is
opened by prayer for direction; then the case mantnally examined and tried by the Word of God; if
the accused member is found guilty of a crime d@sgrexcommunication, he is not to be immediately
cut off (unless it be some extraordinary case)ddutonished, and some time given him for repentance
and for the church to mourn over him and pray for.Hf the offender continues obstinate and appears
to be incorrigible, the church is under a necessifyroceeding to the execution of the great cemsur
against him.

If the offense be private the censure may, andimescases ought to be laid on before the churgh onl
but if the crime is public, and very notorious, tienor of Christ calls for the censure to be pyHlic

Tim. 5:20, Jude 15. In this case the church appadite day and summons the guilty member to attend,;
the minister suits his sermon to the occasionr aftech he prays to God for a blessing on the
ordinance to be administered; and then proceesisnoup the sentence of the church; lays open the
odious nature of the crime and the dreadful loagudift which the sin, with its aggravations, has
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brought on the offender; he takes notice of thedakit has brought on religion, how dishonorable t
God, and grievous to the church; he observes lieagxcommunicating act is not intended for the
destruction of the soul, but is used as a last dgmfar the recovery of the offender, and as a cauto
others. Then, by the authority of the Lord JesussGrand in the name and behalf of that church, he
cuts off and secludes the offender by name frommruand communion with the church; he having
broke his covenant with them, they also excluded fnom the privileges of a member, as unworthy;
yet praying the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the G8bdpherd, to restore him by giving him unfeigned
repentance that he may again be received intadeps$old.

If the accused member should obstinately refusgpmar before the church, when cited as abow, it i
to be deemed a sign of guilt, a contempt of thbaty of the church, and an aggravation of hisnexj
and the process of the church against him, shaatltéer obstructed on account of his absence.

If it should happen, that the minister of the cluiscthe offender or that the church is without a
minister, in either of these cases, they oughatbane from a sister church to assist them on such
occasion; for, as has been before observed, therdytof execution this censure (as well as dileot
ordinances in general) lies in the elders.

The ends to be answered by this solemn ordinandewhich should always be aimed at in the
administration of it, are (1) the glory of God, whiis the ultimate end of it, for as his name is
dishonored by the evil practices or principleswirch members, so this is the most open and most
effectual way of removing the dishonor that is lioiuupon it; (2) another end is to purge the church
and preserve it from infection, a little leavenveas the whole lump, an d therefore the old leaven
must be purged out, that the church may becomevdump; evil communications corrupt good
manners, and therefore evil men must be put avealy &among the saints, 1 Cor. 5:6, 7, 13. Lepers
were to be put out of the camp that they mightimigict others, and erroneous persons, whose words
do eat as a canker, must be removed from the commuohchurches; (3) a church of Christ is like a
garden or vineyard, which, if not taken care ofit & not, when this ordinance of excommunicaisn
neglected, will be like the vineyard of the slothfaverrun with thorns, nettles, and other weeds;dy
means of this it is cleared of the weeds of immty;ahe bitter roots of false doctrines eradicatsad
withered branches gathered and cast out; (4) anddbd of persons excommunicated is another end
which is sometimes effected by it, God blessingows institution when rightly performed, which is
for edification and not destruction; and for theisg of the souls of men who are hereby brought to
shame and repentance for their sins, in which teseare to be received again with all love and
tenderness and to be comforted that they may nstvb#owed up with overmuch sorrow, Jude 23; 2
Thess. 3:14, 15; 2 Cor. 2:7.
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CHAPTER VI
Of the Association of Churches

AS the communion of saints, so the communion ofates is a desirable blessing. To obtain and
promote which ought to be the study and endeavaH dfie people of God.

Although churches formed on the gospel plan arepeddent of each other with regard to power, yet
not so, strictly speaking, with regard to communieor as saints in general have an indisputabl rig
to share in each other’s gifts and graces, so blaveches in this joint capacity. It is a gener#é rio

do good, and to communicate forget not, Heb. 13afich is applicable in a particular manner to
churches as such.

In order the more amply to obtain this blessingamhmunion, there ought to be a coalescing or uitin

of several churches into one body, so far as tbeal situation and other circumstances will adiiit

as it is impracticable for all the individual memb¢hus to associate and coalesce together, the
churches should each respectively choose and delsgae of the most able, pious, and judicious

from among themselves, and particularly their ntérs to convene at such times and places as may be
thought most conducive to the great end proposetif@act as their representatives in the general
assembly. Their expenses ought to be defrayedebgttrches who send them.

It appears advisable that these delegates, affitstimeeting, should in a formal manner enteo int
covenant with each other, as the representativégeathurches, for the promoting of Christ’s canse
general and for the interest of the churches thpyesent in particular. They should then form their
plan of operation and fix on the most proper timd place for meeting in the future. Once a year at
least they ought to meet at the place the mostalearid convenient for all the churches in
confederation to attend.

Although such a conjunction of churches is not egply commanded in Scripture, yet it receives
sufficient countenance and authority from the lighbature and the general laws of society, butemor
especially from a precedent established by Apastbauthority, Acts 15.

The association thus formed is a respectable bsdyrepresents not a city, country, or nation, thet
churches of Jesus Christ. Yet it is by no mearsetdeemed a superior judicature vested with coerciv
power or authority over the churches; it presun@gmimpose its sentiments on its constituentdeun
pain of excommunication; nor does it anathematosé¢ who do not implicitly submit to its
determinations, which would be nothing less thantapl tyranny and better comport with the
arbitrary spirit of popish councils than with timéekness which distinguishes the true disciples and
humble followers of the lowly yet adorable Jesuse @postles, elders, and brethren who composed the
first Christian council presumed not to impose tieenclusions on the churches in such a lordly
manner, but prefaced their determinations with nmeglest prologue, It seemed good to the Holy
Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no greater butidi@m these necessary things, Acts 15:28. The
Baptist Association therefore arrogates no higitlerthan that of an Advisory Council, consistenthw
which epithet, it ought ever to act, when it ad¢talg without intruding on the rights of indepemte
congregational churches or usurping authority oem, Matt. 23:10-12.

Nevertheless, the association has a natural arlctalle right to judge for itself what churchesléh
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be admitted into confederacy with it, and to withdraw from all acts of communion and fellowship with
any church, so admitted, provided such church should obstinately persist in holding corrupt principles,
or indulging vicious practices, notwithstanding all proper endeavors have been used to reclaim it, Eph.
5:7, Rev. 18:4.

It is generally agreed that an association when transacting business, should proceed in the following
manner: (1) always begin and end each session by prayer; (2) admit none as messengers but such as
come recommended by letters, well authenticated, from the churches to which they belong or from
whence they come; (3) when a church petitions by letter for admission, if approved of, the moderator is
to inform the messengers that their request is granted and desire them to take their seats; (4) all who
have anything to offer are to rise and address the moderator; (5) while one is speaking, the rest are to be
silent, yet all have an equal right to speak in turn; (6) no partiality or respect of persons is to be shown;
(7) every matter should be canvassed with gravity, modesty, and a sincere aim to truth; (8) when all are
not agreed, the matter may be put to the vote, and a majority determines; (9) all queries regularly sent
by the churches should be answered, if possible; (10) any matter proposed, relative to the general good
of the churches, should be seriously attended to ; (11) every transaction should be conformable to the
revealed will of God; (12) and a circular letter should be written and sent to all the churches in
confederation containing such instruction, information, and advice as may be thought most suitable;
and with which should be sent the transactions of the association.

The benefits arising from an association and communion of churches are many; in general, it will tend
to maintain the truth, order, and discipline of the gospel. By it (1) the churches may have such doubts
as arise among them cleared, which will prevent disputes, Acts 15:28, 29; (2) they will be furnished
with salutary counsel, Prov. 11:14; (3) those churches which have no ministers may obtain occasional
supplies, Song of Sol. 8:8; (4) the churches will be more closely united in promoting the cause and
interest of Christ;

(5) a member who is aggrieved through partiality or any other wrongs received from the church may
have an opportunity of applying for direction; (6) a godly and sound ministry will be encouraged, while
a ministry that is unsound and ungodly will be discountenanced; (7) there will be a reciprocal
communication of their gifts, Phil. 4:15; (8) ministers may alternately be sent out to preach the gospel
to those who are destitute, Gal. 2:9; (9) a large party may draw off from the church by means of an
intruding minister, or other ways, and the aggrieved may have no way of obtaining redress but from the
association; (11) contentions may arise between sister churches, which the association is most likely to
remove; (12) and the churches may have candidates for the ministry properly tried by the association.

These and other advantages arising from an association must induce every godly church to desire a
union with such a body. But should any stand off, it would argue much self-sufficiency, Rev. 3:17, and
little or no desire after the unity of the Spirit, Eph. 4:3, or mutual edification, 1 Cor. 12:11-14.

THE END
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