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The Witness’s Testimony

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John The same came for a withess, to bear
witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was
sent to bear witness of that Light That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh

into the world. (John 1:6-9)

When | attended college and studied the
various communications courses, the strong
emphasis of the course required that the writer
be a good witness, but to keep self in the
background—or entirely out of the story. Over
the ensuing years it appears that news media
philosophy has almost wholly reversed this idea,
rewarding news reporters who manage to make
themselves the center of the news story.

Similarly when a person is called as a
witness in a court, he is expected to testify to
facts that he personally observed and knows,
not make himself the centerpiece of the case.
When a preacher, either by ego or by faulty
theology, makes himself the centerpiece of his
ministry—or allows himself to become such—he
has failed to honor his calling. “We preach not
ourselves...” is the defining characteristic of
every minister who fulfills his calling and ministry
(2 Corinthians 4:5). Unless a man overcomes
this hurdle, he will never effectively accomplish
the remainder of this verse in his ministry, “...but
Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your
servants for Jesus’ sake.”

The objective of a news reporter or of a
witness in a trial is to present credible and
accurate information with evidence to the facts
that he reports. The stated objective of John’s
ministry in this passage is “...to bear witness of
the Light, that all men through him might
believe.” The point is simple and
straightforward. John came as a witness. His
objective was to present credible testimony to
the Light, the Lord Jesus Christ coming as God
Incarnate. Thus we should conclude that what
he said about Jesus was true. What was John's
testimony? We have a summary of it in the
verses that follow our study passage.

John bare witness of him, and cried, saying,
This was he of whom | spake, He that
cometh after me is preferred before me: for
he was before me. And of his fulness have

all we received, and grace for grace. For the
law was given by Moses, but grace and truth
came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen
God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him. (John 1:15-18)

Scholars differ as to the extent of John’s
testimony and the Apostle John’s commentary.
Does John’s testimony end with the simple one
sentence commentary? “He that cometh after
me is preferred before me: for he was before
me.” Does it continue to the end of the
eighteenth verse, or does it end at some point
between the two? Since the Apostle John wrote
by inspiration, it is theologically irrelevant to our
study. Both men gave testimony to the same
truth; both men spoke/wrote the truth about
Jesus. What is the conclusion of John’s
testimony?

1. Jesus, son of Mary, born in Bethlehem
and raised in Nazareth, is the Messiah
of whom the ancient Jewish prophets
wrote.

2. Jesus, the Messiah, is more important
than his advance guard who announced
His coming. John’s gospel message
was not “all about” John. It was all
about the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. The benefit of His coming was not
limited to first century Jewish
worshippers who lived in the holy land at
the time of his life. His coming opened
the fountain of God’s blessings to His
people throughout all ages, lands, and
cultures. The blessings that flow from
Him are described as “grace for grace,”
or as one grace heaped up on another
grace, a prolific abundance of grace.

4. Jesus Messiah is not equal to Moses;
He is infinitely superior to him! God
used Moses to announce His law and



covenant with His people Israel. Jesus
came directly from God and lived and
spoke as God in human flesh. The
result of His coming was not another
law, but “grace and truth.”

5. In fact He alone has truly “seen” God in
all of His splendor and holiness. Not
only did He see God, but He also came
to bring God’s image (moral and
spiritual image) and message to His
people.

6. Not only was He Mary’s son, He was
also God’s Son (unique and one—the
one and only). He came not only as
Messiah in fulfilment of ancient Jewish
prophecies, but He also came as God
manifest in human flesh.

7. In His coming He “declared” God. That
is, He spelled out the essence of God to
His people. We sometimes, in grave
error to the message of Scripture, depict
God as an angry vengeful tyrant and
Jesus as the infinite pacifier of the angry
Father. Never! If you want to know
what God the Father is like, look at His
Son in the Incarnation. The Greek word
translated “declared” in this verse is the
Greek root for the English word
“exegete.” An exegete is someone who
studies a document (or in this case a
Person, the very Person of God) until he
knows it backward and forward. Then in
simple terms that people who are not
familiar with the text can understand he
explains the message of the text (or the
person). He translates the inscrutable
into the understandable. This lesson
specifically states that Jesus’
Incarnation is the exegesis of God to us.
When you read in the gospels of Jesus’
tenderness to rather dim disciples—
sometimes to hungry, but rather
ignorant people—do not overlook the
incredible truth that John teaches us in
this lesson. When you read of Jesus’
tenderness, you are seeing the very
heart of God! Ah, do not overlook the
other equally significant truth. When
you read of Jesus' intense anger at
religious hypocrites, His burning anger
at the arrogant elitist Pharisees, and at
wicked non-religious people, you are
also seeing in these episodes the very
heart of God toward sin.

John’s message came from God with a
concise intent. He came to add credible
testimony to the Person and life of Jesus, God

Incarnate. When you read the New Testament
account of John, imagine him sitting in the
witness chair during a court trial. “John, tell us
what you personally know about this man
Jesus.” Then listen to his testimony.

Often critics of Christianity will object that
many people have died for false religions, so
neither John’s death nor the death of any other
Christian distinguishes Christianity from any
other religion. They conveniently ignore one
major distinction. The people who die for false
religions lived generations or centuries after the
false religion was started, and they believed the
lies on which the false religion was based.

John and the other first century Christians
who died for their faith in Jesus did not live
centuries after Jesus’ life.  They were
eyewitnesses to His life and teachings. They

were convinced of His deity based on
personal observation, not on false second-
hand testimony.

If you will, imagine attending the funeral of a
dear personal friend who was killed in a tragic
automobile accident. A few days later you are
walking from the grocery store to your
automobile in the parking lot. You see the
silhouette of a person a few yards from you that
reminds you of your recently deceased friend. It
brings back a flood of pleasant memories. You
pause momentarily and relish the fond
memories. Now think about something. How
would you react if that person made eye contact
with you, walked over to you, shook your hand,
and gave you a warn affectionate hug? It is your
friend! He calls you by name. He rehearses old
personal memories with you that only you and
he would know. How would you react? If you
tried to convince others who didn’t meet your
friend in the parking lot, how would they react?
What would it take for them to believe that your
friend had actually arisen and returned from the
grave? They’d have to see him too, right? You
see, this is precisely the record we have in the
New Testament regarding the resurrection of
Jesus. The amazing—and blessed—truth of this
scenario in the case of John is this. He believed
in Jesus’ deity so strongly that he suffered
martyrdom before Jesus was crucified and
arose from the dead!

Having considered the record of John’s life
and death, having listened to John on the
witness stand, | ask you the question. Do you
believe his testimony? Do you believe that
Jesus is God Incarnate, dead, buried, and
victoriously arisen? | do!
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